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BEFORE  CHRISTMAS 

Wholesale  houses  should  make  arrangements  with  the 
publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  a  circular  or 
price-list  to  be  distributed  in  the  Winter  issue.  See  fuller 
statement  on  page  792. 


Summary 


COMPETITION  FOR  DECEMBER. 


Each  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  1896, 
to  be  sent  out  to  subscribers  this  week,  will  contain  a  coupon 
entitling  the  subscriber,  or  any  of  his  employes  or  family, 
to  compete  for  101.  offered  in  prizes.  There  will  be  a  good 
deal  of  pleasure  and  business  profit  in  filling  up  the  coupon, 
and,  as  we  do  not  object  to  a  combination  of  wisdom  being 
focussed  on  the  process,  we  hope  to  have  a  liberal  return  of 
the  coupons.  For  full  particulars  see  the  Editorial  note  on 
page  792. 


Five  ca^es  of  carbolic-acid  poisoniag  are  reported  this 
week  (p.  779). 

In  connection  with  the  distribution  of  our  Diary,  we 
make  some  comments  on  p.  792. 

We  describe  a  new  series  of  perfumes  which  a  London 
firm  have  introduced  (p.  798). 

Messrs.  Robinson  &  Sons,  of  Chesterfield,  say  the  fire 
at  their  works  did  little  damage  (p.  807). 

We  print  an  obituary  notice  and  portrait  of  the  late  Mr. 
W.  H.  Feat  (Lewis  &  Peat),  Mincing  Lane  (p.  790). 

Mr.  George  Coull  has  found  a  compound  liquorice- 
powder  made  with  ground  exhausted  liquorice  (p.  797). 

Edinburgh  chemists  have  been  discussing  a  number  of 
ethical  points  in  regard  to  prescribing  and  dispensing  (p.782)  . 

A  Southampton  chemist  ha^  been  committed  for  trial  on 
serious  charges  of  performing  illegal  operations  on  pregnant 
women  (p.  781). 

Dr.  Symes  initiated,  at  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion, a  discussion  on  "  Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions "  which  was  distinctly  adverse  to  the  scheme  (p.  786). 

An  excellent  little  book,  dealing  with  the  analysis  of  food 
and  drugs,  has  been  published  by  Pearmain  and  Moore,  which 
gives  more  than  usual  attention  to  the  valuation  of 
medicinal  products  (p.  794). 

A  good  competition  for  our  Students' prize  has  resulted  in 
the  first  going  to  Leytonstoneandthe  second  to  Northampton. 
Sodium  sulphite,  calcium  carbonate,  and  barium  chloride 
were  in  the  powder  (p.  778). 

The  Executive  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference 
are  anxious  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  "  Year-book,"  and  they 
propose  to  meet  in  Liverpool  a  month  or  two  before  the 
British  Association  (p.  781). 

Our  Paris  correspondent  gives  a  lively  description  of  a 
meeting  of  pharmacists'  assistants,  held  there  last  Saturday 
night,  and  some  particulars  of  their  organisation  for  shorten- 
ing the  hours  of  labour  (p.  787). 

At  the  Chemical  Society  last  week  Professor  Clowes  de- 
scribed a  peculiar  error  which  is  apt  to  arise  in  estimating 
oxygen  with  pyrogallol,  and  gave  some  interesting  particu- 
lars regarding  explosive  gases  (p.  785). 

Mr  A.  Gunn  communicates  a  practical  paper,  in  which 
he  shows  that  the  tinctorial  power  of  tr.  croci  is  nob  to  be 
relied  upon  in  estimating  the  amount  of  saffron  in  tinctures, 
as  it  decreases  on  exposure  to  light  (p.  796). 

A  Chicago  chemist  is  under  trial  on  a  charge  of  com- 
mitting a  series  of  murders.  He  is  alleged  to  have  had 
rooms  in  his  house  fitted  up  with  arrangements  for  slaying 
his  victims  and  disposing  of  their  bodies  (p.  781). 

A  pharmacological  study  of  cephaeline  and  emetine, 
as  isolated  by  Paul  and  Cownley,  has  enabled  Dr  Wild,  of 
Manchester,  to  say  that  emetine  has  only  half  the  emetic 
power  of  cephaeline,  but  is  more  potent  as  a  mucous 
membrane  stimulant  (p.  793). 

The  Institute  of  Chemistry  is  progressing.  The  Council 
propose  to  institute  an  examination  for  public  analysts,  and 
Dr.  Tilden  is  to  be  the  advocate  of  their  views  before  the 
Food-products  Committee,  if  revived.  The  Institute  is  still 
admitting  fellows  without  examination  (p.  779). 

Our  correspondence  is  exceptionally  full.  There  are 
letters  on  Mr.  Smith's  proposal  for  bettering  chemists'  prices, 
and  other  store-questions ;  on  the  strength  and  deposit  of 
tr.  senna;  co. ;  the  preparation  of  etherial  oil ;  the  use  of 
viper-fat  for  snake- bites,  &c.  Replies  to  correspondents, 
including  numerous  recipes,  also  bulk  largely  (p.  805). 
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Flearnino-bv-stuoy  must-bk-won.  • 

CORNER-POR^TBDEHTS- 

'TWAS-ME  BIVBNTA1  LED-PROM-S1RETOSON- 

Conducted  by  Kighabd  J.  Moss,  F.C.S.,  F.I.C. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis.  The 
mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic  ex- 
amination, all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and  proof 
is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the  only  con- 
stituents of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  sta  mped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a  stamp 
merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  December  4, 
and  the  samples  will  be  forwarded  immediately. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber 14.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of 
the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  accidental 
impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential  consti- 
tuents of  the  salts  of  which  the  mixture  is  composed. 

Reports. 

The  subject  of  the  last  exercise  was  a  mixture  con- 
sisting of  6  parts  of  sodium  sulphite,  3  parts  of  calcium 
carbonate,  and  1  part  of  barium  chloride.  Its  calculated 
composition  was — 

Bi    6-59 

Ca              ;.v  i    ..    1200 

Na    902 

SO,   1568 

C03    '..      ..     '   18-00 

CI    3  41 

H,0     ..      ..    3530 

100-00 


It  contained  traces  of  iron  and  sulphuric  acid  as  impurities. 

Portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts  were  sent  to  71  applicants, 
and  37  reports  of  analyses  were  received.  The  failures  in 
the  detection  of  the  several  constituents  were — barium, 
16;  sulphite,  12;  carbonate,  7;  calcium,  6;  chlorine,  5; 
sodium,  1. 

Though  thpre  was  not  much  barium  present  it  was 
possible,  with  a  little  care,  to  detect  the  metal  by  its  flame- 
co'oration,  eveu  in  the  preliminary  examination  of  the 
mixture.  From  several  of  the  reports  received,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  the  failure  to  detect  barium  arose  from  the  use  of 
ammonium  carbonate  as  a  group-reagent  in  insufficient 
quantity.  This  is  a  common  error  with  beginners.  When  a 
reagent  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  separating  certain  consti- 
tuents by  precipitation,  and  the  precipitate  is  filtered  off.it 
is  a  simple  matter  to  try  whether  the  addition  of  a  little 
more  of  the  reagent  to  the  filtrate  causes  any  further  pre- 
cipitation. If  it  does,  it  is  clear  that  the  object  in  view  has 
not  been  attained.  More  of  the  reagent  must  be  added,  and 
filtration  again  resorted  to.  Many  precipitates  subside  so 
rapidly  that  the  effect  of  a  further  addition  of  the  reagent 
may  be  observed  without  resorting  to  filtration.  The  point 
is  one  to  which  too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid. 

The  effervescence  produced  on  treating  the  powder  with 
an  acid  was  due  to  two  gases.  Several  of  our  correspondents 
were  quite  satisfied  with  the  detection  of  one  gas;  the 
possibility  of  a  second  gas  being  present  does  not  appeu  to 
Lave  occurred  to  them.    The  observation  in  each  case  was 
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correct  so  far  as  it  went,  but  the  conclusion  drawn  was  too 
general. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  of  the  mixture  of 
salts  has  been  awarded  to 

W.  Tiltman,  513  Leytonstone  Road,  N.E. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

W.  E.  Pickering,  6  Regent  Square,  Northampton. 


Mares  Awarded  for  Analyses. 


W.  Tiltman  (1st  prize)  . . 

.  100 

..  7T 

W.  C.  Pickering  (2nd  prize) 

.  97 

.  95 

W.  H.  G  

Charles  Huxtable 

..  72 

..  70 

F.  F.  A.  Tunbridge 

.  90 

90 

Disee  aut  Discede 

..  55 

.  88 

..  53 

R,  T.  S.  

..  52 

85 

Conium  Maculatum 

..  45- 

R.  S.  F.  „ 

.  84 

83 

Demosthenes  M 

..  33 

J.  F.  S. 

83 

T.  H.  T.  

82 

80 

.  78 

To  Correspondents. 

Pritet. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to  write 
at  onee  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select,  and  stating  how 
they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  prioe  not  greatly  exceeding 
half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  whioh  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be  taken 
as  second  prize. 

Hole.— All  communications  should  include  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 

writers. 

Oumbriana. — The  corrections  you  made  did  not  affect  the  general 
accuracy  of  your  report.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  learn  that  you  take  so  much 
interest  in  the  competitions. 

F.  F.  A.  TrjNBRiDGE.— The  solution  obtained  by  treating  the  powder 
with  about  10  parts  of  water  and  acidulating  with  nitric  acid  gave  a  con- 
siderable flocculent  precipitate  with  silver  nitrate,  not  a  mere  turbidity. 

Alpha.— The  powder  moistened  with  hydrochloric  acid  gave  at  first  a. 
brilliant  yellow  coloration  to  the  Bunsen  flame ;  afterwards,  when  the 
sodium  had  volatilised,  the  outer  mantle  of  the  flame  was  coloured  green. 
Though  not  proof  of  the  presence  of  barium,  this  effect  was  most  suggestive 
of  the  metal. 

r_  s,  F._See  remarks  to  "  Alpha."  It  is  often  desirable  to  continue 
heating  in  the  Bunsen  flame  f  r  some  time,  as  by  this  means  you  may 
remove  a  constituent  which  obscures  the  coloration  of  a  less  volatile  metal. 

Upland.— In  the  presence  of  a  metal  like  barium,  which  gives  a  spectrum 
including  red  and  blue  rays,  you  cannot  rely  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
flame  as  seen  through  the  blue  glass  as  a  test  for  potassium. 

J.  F.  S.— The  precipitate  with  lime-water  was  so  easily  obtained  that  one 
cannot  help  suspecting  that  the  reagent  you  used  was  not  really  a  solution 
of  calcium  hydrate. 

T.  H.  T.  In  examining  a  substance  that  may  contain  several  salts  yon 

must  guard  against  the  risk  of  one  constituent  masking  the  presence  ot 
another.  In  this  case  the  gas  evolved  by  the  action  of  an  acid  clearly  con- 
tained sulphur  dioxide,  but  it  did  not  follow  that  no  other  gas  was  present. 

Narcissus.— The  term  "fusion-mixture"  is  generally  applied  to  a 
mixture  of  the  carbonates  of  potassium  and  sodium  in  about  atomic  pro- 
portions. For  some  purposes  a  nitrate  is  aided.  The  mixture  of 
carbonates,  like  the  mixtures  of  certain  metals  such  as  lead  and  tin,  fuses 
much  below  the  melting-point  of  either  of  its  constituents. 

Stow.— You  were  mistaken  about  the  s  paration  of  sulphur  when  the 
powder  was  treated  with  an  acid:  the  white  turbidity  was  due  to  the 
formation  of  barium  sulphate  owing  to  the  trace  of  sulphuric  acid  present. 
The  portion  soluble  in  water  remained  quite  clear  on  adding  an  acid. 

E.  Ockenden.— The  red  flame-coloration  you  observed  was  due  to 
calcium.  It  is  difficult  without  the  aid  of  the  spectroscope  to  distinguish 
between  the  flame-coloration  produced  by  a  trace  of  strontium  and  that 
produced  by  calcium  in  quantity. 

H.  E.  W.— If  a  phosphate  had  been  p-esent  along  with  calcium  or 
barium,  the  addition  of  ammonia  to  an  aci  1  solu  ion  of  the  powder  would 
have  produced  a  precipitate,  because  the  phosphates  of  these  metals  are 
not  soluble  in  neutral  or  alkaline  solutions. 

HorEFCX.— In  the  presence  of  barium  cr  copper  one  must  be  cau'.iou 
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-about  accepting  the  green  coloration  of  the  flame  as  evidence  of  the 
-presence  of  boric  acid.   Tou  should  have  tried  the  turmeric  test  also. 

C.  Huxtablk.— Tou  must  have  made  the  solution  of  the  carbonates 
extremely  dilute  if  potassium  chromate  failed  to  give  a  precipitate. 
^Perhaps  a  mineral  acid  was  present. 

Tandyck.— Tou  did  not  adduce  any  proof  of  the  statement  that 
sulphur  separated  on  the  addition  of  an  acid  to  the  powder.  The  tur- 
'bidity  was  reaBy  due  to  barium  sulphate. 

G.  W.  G.— The  strong  odour  of  sulphur  dioxide  that  accompanied  the 
effervescence  ought  not  to  have  escaped  your  notice. 

1-8.— The  gas  evolved  when  the  powder  was  treatel  with  an  acid  gave 
■a  precipitate  with  lime-water.  There  was  no  necessity  for  any  precau- 
tion to  prevent  the  evolution  of  sulphur  dioxide. 

Disce  atjt  Discede. — That  sulphur  dioxide  was  evolved  was  obvious 
enough,  but  you  do  not  seem  to  have  tried  the  effect  of  the  gas  on  lime- 
water. 

Vindex. — It  is  probable  that  you  did  not  use  sufficient  ammonium  car- 
bonate to  completely  precipitate  the  barium  and  calcium,  and  that  the 
-precipitate  you  supposed  due  to  magnesium  was  really  caused  by  those 
metals. 

Phenol.— See  remarks  to  "Tindex." 

Ulex. — It  is  not  possible  that  you  could  have  added  ammonium  carbonate 
in  excess  to  a  hydrocbloric-acid  solution  of  the  powder  without  obtaiuiug  a 
precipitate.  Tou  canuot  be  too  cautious  about  using  reagents  in  proper 
quantity. 

Demosthenes.— We  repeated  your  molybdic  test  for  phosphoric  acid,  but 
.failed  to  obtain  any  precipitate. 

Acetylene — Tou  seem  to  have  been  very  successful  in  the  transmuta- 
tion of  barium  and  calcium  into  aluminium,  but  how  you  managed  it  we 
cannot  make  out. 

Veritas. — We  were  unable  to  obtain  the  crystalline  sublimate  you  ob- 
served on  heating  the  powder  in  a  tube.  The  colour  of  the  sulphuretted- 
hydrogen  precipitate  was  quite  unlike  the  brilliant  yellow  of  arsenic 
tersulphide. 

Spes  — Tour  results  were  rather  surprising.  On  repeating  your  experi- 
ments we  obtained  totally  different  results,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  offer 
you  any  assistance.  If  you  repeat  the  work  with  a  similar  mixture  of  salts, 
■you  will  probably  find  out  the  c.iuse  of  many  of  your  former  errors. 


&5^«|JP*i5?          The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
6?^                  send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
jjjf^                of  interest  to  the  trade.    He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases, 
'f/  •   


Carbolic-acid  Diary. 

November  18.  Inquest  at  Manchester  on  Lily  Warlenby, 
«ged  3,  who  drank  some  carbolic  acid  which  her  mother  had 
left  in  a  room. 

November  20.  John  Hammond,  a  storekeeper  with  Messrs 
Ind,  Coope  &  Co.,  of  Barton,  quarrelled  with  his  wife,  and 
drank  carbolic  acid,  which  caused  his  death  an  hour  later. 

November  20.  Inquest  at  Brighton  on  Daniel  Megan  (44), 
formerly  an  hotel-poner  but  out  of  work  for  two  years.  Had  in- 
fluenza two  or  three  years  ago,  and  never  thoroughly  recovered. 
Bought  6d.  of  carbolic  acid  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Kilby  Pears, 
16  Western  Road,  Brighton,  on  November  18  He  brought 
his  own  bottle, and  was  supplied  with  6  oz  ,  labelled"  Poison. 
¥or  disinfecting  purposes  only."  The  Coroner  questioned 
the  assistant,  Mr.  Walter  Hogg,  who  sold  the  carbolic  acid 
about  the  law  regarding  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  said 
that  the  way  in  which  carbolic  acid  could  be  obtained 
seemed  to  him  an  unsatisfactory  condition  of  things  alto- 
gether, This  was  the  third  case  of  suicide  by  carbolic-acid 
poisoning  he  had  had  this  month.  Carbolic  acid  was  a 
deadly  poisoD,  and  apparently  there  was  more  precaution 
taken  to  protect  the  public  against  poisons  which  were  not 
so  well  knowD.  He  did  not  know  if  anything  could  be  done 
(to  get  carbolic  acid  put  in  the  list  of  poisons,  and  he  certainly 
did  not  say  that  would  prevent  anyone  from  obtaining  it  for 
the  purpo-e  of  committiog  suicide.  Still,  there  was  a  certain 
amouob  of  protection  in  regard  to  ordinary  poisons,  and 
after  the  prac'ical  experience  of  three  cases  of  carbolic-acid 


poisoning  within  twenty  days  one  did  geo  to  thiuK  there  was 
some  danger  in  the  matter. 

November  21.  Mr.  Braxton  Hicks  held  an  inquest  at 
Lambeth  concerning  the  death  of  Robert  hmith  (64),  a 
journeyman  painter,  who  bad  been  out  of  work  for  the  past  six 
months.  On  Saturday,  November  16,  he  returned  home  after 
seeking  work,  hungry  and  tired.  After  eating  a  small  slice 
of  dry  bread  he  said,  "  I  shall  go  to  rest."  His  wife  found 
him  later  on  the  point  of  death,  with  a  glass  which  had  con- 
tained carbolic  acid  by  his  side.  The  (Joroner  said  it  was  a 
sad  case,  and  he  relieved  the  widow  out  of  his  poor-box. 

November  27.  Elizabeth  Hunter,  wife  of  a  dick  labourer, 
living  at  Seaforth,  who  had  been  intoxicated  the  day  before, 
dninfc  a  quantity  of  carbolic  acid  which  had  been  supplied 
by  the  Waterloo  Urban  Council  for  disintVcting-purposes. 
She  was  dead  when  the  body  was  discovered. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 

The  report  of  the  Council  of  this  Institute  for  the  past  six 
months  has  just  been  issued.  The  chief  points  in  the 
report  are  here  noted.  In  future  all  those  desirous  of  being 
elected  students  of  the  Institute  must  pass  an  approved 
preliminary  examination  previous  to  registration.  It  has 
been  arranged  that,  in  the  event  of  the  House  of  Commons 
Committee  on  Food  Products  Adulteration  being  reappointed, 
Dr.  W.  A.  Tilden  will  attend  and  give  evidence  on  the 
following : — 

1.  The  desirability  of  candidates  for  the  post  of  public  analyst  producing 
evidence  of  having  had  a  good  geueral  training  in  theoretical  and  practical 
chemistry  (such  as  is  guaranteed  by  the  Institute  through  its  examina- 
tions), preference  being  given  to  those  with  the  special  knowledge  and 
experience  of  the  work  of  public  analysts. 

2.  That  the  Institute  would  be  willing  to  establish  a  special  examination 
for  the  qualification  of  public  analysts,  such  as  the  examinations  now  re- 
quired to  be  passed  by  candidates  for  similar  petitions  to  that  of  public 
analyst  in  Germany  and  Canada.  This  examination  would  be  open  only  to 
members  of  the  Institute,  in  the  same  way  as  the  Diploma  in  Public  Health, 
which  is  now  require!  by  candidates  for  the  post  of  Medicil  Officer  of 
Health,  is  open  to  qualified  medical  men  only. 

3.  In  view  of  the  importance  to  public  health  of  having  a  register  of 
competent  persons  eligible  for  the  appointment  of  public  analyst,  it  might 
be  desirable  that  compulsory  powers  of  registration  should  begraotei  to 
the  Institute  of  Chemistry  similar  to  those  granted  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain. 

The  Institute  at  present  consists  of  773  Fellows,  123  Asso- 
ciates, and  208  Students,  an  increase  of  25  Members  and 
7  Students  within  the  past  six  months.  The  new  Fellows 
who  have  been  elected  without  examination  are : — 

A.  F.  Fuerst,  Ph.D.  (Heidelberg),  30Belsize  Road,  London, 
N.W. 

J.  A..  Gardner,  M.A.  (Oxon),  St.  George's  Hospital,  Hyde 

Park  Corner,  W. 
C.  M.  Luxmoore,  D  Sc.  (Lond.),  35  Ci3seldon  Road,  Wil- 

lesden,  N.W. 

G.  Melland,  B  So.  (Vict.),  Assoc.RS.M.,  54  Castle  Gate, 
Nottingham. 

G.  J.  Rogers,  Assoc  RC.Sc,  Wallaroo  Smelting- works, 
Wallaroo,  South  Australia. 

F.  Scud der,  39  Blmfleld  Road,  Balham,  S  W. 

C.  A.  Seyler,  31  Windsor  Terrace,  and  the  Technical  In- 
stitute, Swansea. 

F.  W.  Stoddart,  Western  Counties  Laboratory,  Bristol. 

C.  T.  J.  Vautin,  8  Upper  Hamilton  Terrace,  London,  N.W. 

A  Pruasic-acid  Customer. 

William  Pratt  (26),  a  butcher's  assistant  at  Watford,  is 
under  remand  on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  commit  suicide. 
The  following  evidence  was  given  before  the  Magistrates  on 
Saturday  last : —Frederick  Neal,  assistant  to  Mr.  Parrott, 
chemist,  of  Watford,  said  that  the  prisoner  came  to  Mr. 
Parrott's  shop  in  the  High  Street,  on  Saturday  November  16, 
at  about  5.45  p.m  ,  and  asked  for  some  essence  of  lemon,  and 
then  he  asked  for  twopenny  worth  of  prussis  acid.  Witness 
told  him  that  that  amount  was  too  small  to  enter 
in  the  poison-book,  and  that  he  mu3t  have  three- 
pennyworth,  which  he  then  asked  for.  Witness  sup- 
plied him,  and  he  (prisoner)  signed  the  poison-book  and 
left.  Witness  asked  him  what  he  wanted  it  for,  and  he  said, 
'  Wasps  and  moths."  He  then  paid  for  it  and  went  out.  O  i 
the  previous  evening,  November  22,  about  7  o'clock,  he  came 
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to  the  Qaeen's  Road  establishment,  arid  said,  "  I  want  three- 
pennyworth  of  the  same  kind  of  stufi  for  the  same  purpose 
as  that  I  had  on  Saturday."  Witness  replied,  "  All  right." 
Witness  noticed  that  he  bad  a  peculiar  appearance,  and  from 
a  communication  made  to  him  by  prisoner's  wife,  be  selected 
a  drachm  bottle,  the  same  as  before,  and  filled  it  with  water, 
corked  it,  wrapped  it  up  in  paper,  sealed  it  and  handed  it  to 
the  prisoner,  who  paid  him  3d.  and  left.  He  did  not  sign 
the  poison-book  this  time,  neither  did  witness  label  the 
bottle.  The  bottle  now  shown  to  him  was  exactly  the  same 
in  shape  and  all  other  respects  as  the  one  supplied  to  Pratt. 
From  other  evidence  it  appeared,  previously  to  getting  the 
second  lot  (the  water),  he  had  told  a  mate  that  he  was  in 
difficulty  about  a  loan,  and  bad  then  attempted  to  drink  from 
a  bottle  which  he  had  got  from  the  chemist's.  His  mate 
knocked  the  bottle  from  his  hand  and  trcd  on  it.  This  was 
apparently  the  bottle  containing  the  prnssic  acid. 

Bitten  Before. 

James  Mollcy  (65),  who  said  he  was  a  blacksmith,  but 
refused  bis  address,  was  committed  to  the  sessions  at  the 
Birmingham  Police  Court  on  November  25  on  a  charge  of 
attempting  to  obtain  10*.  from  Joseph  Davis,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  39  Summer  Lane,  by  means  of  a  trick.  On 
Saturday  night  prisoner,  a  respectably-dressed  man,  went 
into  Mr.  Davis's  shop,  and  asked  for  threepennyworth  of 
citrate  of  magnesia,  putting  down  a  half-sovereign  in  payment. 
The  change  having  been  given,  Molloy  stated  that  he  found 
he  had  enough  change  without  breaking  into  the  half- 
sovereign.  When  Mr.  Davis  handed  the  half-sovereign  to 
him,  prisoner  put  it  on  the  change,  after  addiDg  the  requisite 
number  of  coppers,  and  asked  him  to  give  a  sovereign  in  ex- 
change for  them.  Mr.  Davis,  who  had  been  previously  bitten 
in  the  same  way,  called  a  policeman,  and  had  the  man 
arrested.    Molloy  reserved  his  defence. 

False  Pretences. 
Henry  alias  Harry  Clewes.  of  Leek,  aged  20,  described  as 
a  chemist's  assistant,  and  Alice  Brown,  alias  Brittain,  aged 
17,  barmaid,  of  Lynn,  Norfolk,  were  indicted  at  the  Lincoln 
Assizes,  on  Saturday,  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  food  and  drink 
by  means  of  false  pretences  from  several  persons  with  whom 
they  had  lodged.  They  were  found  guilty.  As  a  previous 
conviction  for  felony  was  proved  against  the  female  prisoner 
she  was  sent  to  goal  for  one  month,  and  the  male  prisoner 
was  sent  to  prison  for  fourteen  days. 

A  Mania  for  Plasters. 
A  curious  case  came  under  notice  at  a  meeting  of  the  Kings- 
bridge  Board  of  Guardians,  on  Saturday  last.  The  medical 
officer,  Dr.  Elliott,  complained  in  his  report  that  one  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  workhouse  had  been  surreptitiously  supplied  with 
drugs  on  several  occasions,  among  the  items  beiDg  a  number 
of  plasters.  The  patient,  an  old  woman,  bad  literally 
covered  her  body  with  them,  using  six  to  eight  at  a  time. 
The  visiting  clergyman  explained  that  the  old  lady  had  a 
mania  for  wearing  plasters,  and  he  did  not  think  it  would 
harm  her.  It  was  agreed  to  leave  it  to  the  master's  dis- 
cretion as  to  further  supplies  from  her  friends,  it  being  con- 
sidered that  the  plasters  were  not  of  a  harmfal  nature. 

Fires. 

A  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  the  Empire  Drug  Com- 
pany, 258  Mare  Street,  Hackney,  on  Thursday  morning.  It 
originated  in  a  wasbhouse  in  the  rear  of  the  premises,  and 
was  caused  by  a  spark  from  a  copper.  By  the  time  the  lire- 
men  arrived  it  had  been  extinguished,  the  damage  done 
being  slight. 

A  fire  broke  out;  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Polden,  chemist, 
Gloucester,  on  Monday  night,  and  at  one  time  threatened  to 
develop  into  a  serious  conflagration.  There  was,  however, 
a  plentiful  supply  of  water,  and  the  firemen  began  to  play 
on  the  flames  in  the  cellar  where  the  fire  originated.  By  the 
time  they  had  got  these  under,  the  fire,  fanned  by  the  high 
wind,  had  traveller!  through  the  floor  and  into  the  shop,  the 
contents  of  which  were  damaged  by  fire  and  water. 

Suicide  of  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 
William  Lord,  chemist's  assistant,  who  resided  at  Collins 
Place,  Collins  Street,  Nottingham,  and  who  for  the  past  year 


has  been  in  the  employ  of  Messrs.  Boot  &  Co.,  at  their 
branch  shop  on  St.  Ann's  Well  Boad,  committed  suicide  by 
takiDg  a  dose  of  prussic  acid  on  Tuesday.  During  the  time 
he  has  been  with  Messrs.  Boot  Lord  had  gained  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow-assistants.  iHe  was  a  quiet  and  steady  man, 
and  always  attentive  to  his  duties.  He  commenced  work  on 
Tuesday  about  8  o'clock,  and  half  an  hour  later  went  to  the 
back  of  the  premises.  Shortly  afterwards  he  was  required 
by  the  manager,  Mr.  Neil  C.  Sinclair,  and  on  being  sent  for 
was  found  in  an  evidently  precarious  condition.  In  his 
hand  was  a  bottle  which  had  contained  prussic  acid,  of 
which  Lord  had  apparently  swallowed  about  |  oz.  Medical 
aid  was  at  once  procured,  and  every  means  adopted  in  the 
endeavour  to  save  the  unfortunate  man's  life,  but  without 
avail,  for  he  died  in  about  ten  minutes  after  his  condition 
was  first  discovered.  Nothing  peculiar  had  been  noticed 
in  his  behaviour  of  late,  but  he  is  described  as  having  been 
rather  quiet  for  a  day  or  two.  He  was  between  22  and  23 
years  of  age,  and  was  unmarried. 

Chemistry  Classes  at  Worcester. 

In  connection  with  the  Victoria  Institute,  Worcester,  a 
course  of  chemistry  instruction  "  as  required  for  the  exami- 
nation of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society "  has  been  provided, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Cooper,  B.Sc,  FCS.  Mr,. 
Cooper  is  also  willing  to  arrange  a  class  for  Major  students 
if  a  sufficient  number  offer  themselves.  The  classes  for- 
Minor  students  are  held  on  Thursday  evenings  from  4  to 
6  p.m.  (practical),  and  from  7  to  8  p.m.  (theoretical).  The 
laboratory  is  exceedingly  well  fitted.  The  fee  for  the  phar- 
maceutical class  is  13s.  per  term.  Application  for  forms  for 
admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  Librarian,  Victoria 
Institute,  Worcester. 

The  Army  and  Navy  Pills. 
At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  November  22,  John 
Berry  Torr,  on  bail,  a  draughtsman,  employed  in  the  En- 
gineer's Department  of  the  London  County  Council,  was 
indicted  for  conspiring  with  Henry  Currie  Cornell  to  obtain 
a  quantity  of  pills  and  drugs  of  the  value  of  91.  5s.,  the 
property  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores.  Cornell  was  an 
assistant  in  the  drug  department  of  the  stores,  and  the 
allegation  was  that  the  defendant,  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  stores  but  who  had  frequently  been  seen  in  conversa- 
tion with  Cornell,  endeavoured  to  obtain  by  means  of  a  forged 
order  the  parcel  in  question  from  the  parcels'  office,  to  which 
it  had  been  sent  in  the  name  of  a  deposit  customer  of  the 
stores  by  Cornell.  On  the  discovery  of  the  matter  Cornell 
made  an  excuse  for  leaving  the  stores  and  at  once  went  and 
committed  suicide.  The  defendant  said  he  was  a  friend  of 
Cornell's,  and  called  to  see  him  about  business  matters.  On 
the  day  in  question  Cornell  told  him  that  he  had  purchased 
the  drugs  for  a  friendand  asked  him  to  call  at  tho  parcels  office 
for  the  parcel;  and  this  the  defendant  innocently  consented 
to  do.  For  the  defence  the  Deputy-Chairman  of  the  London 
County  Council,  the  engineer,  various  other  officials,  and  Mr. 
Torr,  Recorder  of  Deal,  brother  of  the  defendant,  testified  to 
the  excellent  character  borne  by  the  defendant  The  last 
named  said  defendant  had  ample  means,  and  there  was  no 
sort  of  necessity  for  his  doing  that  which  was  alleged.  The 
jury  found  the  defendant  not  guilty,  and  he  was  discharged. 

A  Taste  for  Literature. 

Valentine  Carey,  Alfred  Ingram,  and  William  Abbott,  shoe 
hands,  Kettering,  were  charged  at  the  Kettering  Summons 
Court  on  November  22  with  stealing  five  books,  value  4s.,  the 
property  of  Messrs.  Boots  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists,  of 
the  town,  on  November  11.  Constable  Campion  said  that  on 
arresting  the  three  prisoners  they  admitted  the  charge.  He 
bad  recovered  three  of  the  five  books.  There  were  two 
volumes  of  Kingsley's  "  Alton  Locke,"  the  third  being  the 
poetical  works  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Prisoners  elected  to  be 
dealt  with  summarily.  The  Superintendent  said  prisoners 
had  bad  characters.  They  were  constantly  committing  petty 
thefts.  Catey,  although  of  diminutive  stature,  was  18  years 
of  age,  and  was  the  ringleader  of  the  gang.  The  prisoners 
were  each  sentenced  to  fourteen  days'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour. 

Window  Smash. 
The  plate-glass  window  of  Mr.  G.  Phillips,  chemist,  Car- 
marthen, was  smashed  last  week  by  a  cart  being  backed 
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into  it  by  a  frightened  horse.  The  damage  done  to  globes 
and  shop  furniture  would  exceed  201.,  besides  the  window. 
This  is  the  third  time 'in  eight  years  that  Mr.  Phillips  has 
had  his  window  smashed,. 

A  Charge  of  Perjury. 
On  Friday  last,  John  Scaife,  described  as  a  drug-merchant, 
of  Mincing  Lane,  EC,  was  charged  at  Marylebone  Police 
Court  with  being  concerned  with  Hannah  Reeves,  of  St. 
Paul's  Road,  Burdett  Road,  and  Horace  Woodhonse,  a  clerk, 
in  conspiring  to  commit  perjury.  Scaife  was  further  sum- 
moned for  suborniDg  and  procuring  Reeves  and  Woodhouse 
to  commit  perjury;  and  all  three  were  charged  with  conspir- 
ing to  prevent  the  course  of  justice.  Reeves  was  also  charged 
with  committing  perjury.  The  case  arose  out  of  a  prose- 
cution by  the  L.  &  N.W.  Ry.  Co.,  against  Scaife  for  fraudu- 
lently travelling  from  Northampton  to  Euston  on  September 
27.  He  was  fined  21.  and  the  costs,  101.  10s.  At  the  hear- 
ing Woodhouse  swore  that  on  the  day  in  question  Scaife,  his 
employer,  an  arriving  at  the  office,  showed  him  the  return 
half  of  a  first-class  ticket  to  Northampton,  which  -it  was 
ascertained  was  not  issued  until  some  hours  after  the  fraud 
had  been  committed.  The  woman  Reeves  also  swore  that 
she  travelled  in  the  same  compartment  with  Scaife  to  Willes- 
den,  where  they  alighted,  that  Scaife  saw  her  into  a  cab,  and 
that  on  passing  the  ticket  collector's  barrier  they  gave  up 
their  tickets.  It  was  asserted  by  the  company's  officials  that 
no  such  occurrence  took  place.  Evidence  was  given  by 
Robert  Harris,  a  ticket  collector  at  Northampton,  showing 
that  Scaife,  whom  he  knew  as  a  passenger,  arrived  at  about 
a  quarter-past  4  o'clock  by  train  from  London  on  September 
27,  and  gave  up  a  third-class  single  ticket  London  to  North- 
ampton. Harris  had  been  beeping  special  watch  in  conse- 
quence of  instructions  from  the  stationmaster.  Some  other 
witnesses  having  been  examined,  Mr.  Curtis  Bennett  adjourned 
the  case.    Woodhouse  and  Reeves  were  allowed  bail. 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at  161 
Bloomsbury  Square,  on  November  20.  Present,  Mr.  W. 
Martindale  (President)  ;  Messrs.  Groves,  Martin,  and  Umney 
(Vice-Presidents) ;  Mr.  John  Moss  (Treasurer) ;  Messrs. 
Bird,  Farr,  and  White  ;  Messrs.  Naylor  and  Ransom  (Hon. 
General  Secretaries),  and  Mr.  Nightingale  (Assistant  Secre- 
tary). Letters  had  been  received  from  Messrs.  Atkins,  Ewing, 
Conroy,  Hayes,  Coull,  Wells,  Wright,  and  Wardleworth, 
regretting  their  inability  to  be  present.  The  minutes'  of  the 
last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  A  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  Theo.  H.  Wardleworth  on  behalf  of  the  Local 
Committee,  suggesting  July  14  or  21  a  3  a  suitable  date  for 
the  Liverpool  meeting.  Careful  consideration  of  these  dates 
called  forth  serious  objections  against  the  acceptance  of 
either  of  them,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Naylor  was  instructed  to 
write  and  ascertain  if  July  28  or  August  11  would  commend 
itself  as  opportune  to  the  Local  Committee.  The  final 
decision  was  left  in, the  hands  of  the  President  and  Honorary 
Secretaiies. 

A  lengthy  discussion  ensued  relative  to  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing the  Year  book,  and  Messrs.  Moss,  Umney,  and 
Ransom  were  requested  to  meet  the  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion, to  consider  the  possibility  of  effecting  some  reduction 
in  the  expense. 

Twenty-two  gentlemen,  having  been  duly  nominated,  were 
elected  to  membership. 

Serious  Charge  against  a  Southampton  Chemist. 

At  the  Southampton  Borough  Police  Court,  on  November  22, 
Walter  Crees  Austen,  chemist,  of  St.  Mary  Street,  Southamp- 
ton, was  charged  on  a  warrant  with  using  an  instrument  for 
an  illegal  purpose.  The  case  created  some  sensation,  and 
there  was  a  rash  of  spectators  to  the  court.  The  prisoner, 
who  is  a  sparely  built,  elderly  man  with  a  cropped  grey 
beard,  stepped  into  the  dock  apparently  unconcerned.  He 
was  quietly  attired,  and  carried  his  cap  in  his  hand.  Mr.  W. 
A.  Killby  appeared  in  his  behalf,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Bell  con- 
ducted the  prosecution  on  behalf  of  the  police.  In  opening 
the  case,  Mr.  Bell  read  the  section  of  the  Act  under  whicn  the 
charge  was  preferred.  He  pointed  out  that  the  offence  was  one 
of  the  most  serious  of  wnich  the  law  took  cognisance.  The 
defendant  as  a  chemist,  he  went  on  to  say,  was  more  or  less 
familiar  with  medicines,  drugs,  and  the  like,  and  therefore 


more  able  to  carry  on  cases  of  this  character  with  safety  to 
himself.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  should  be  able  to  prove  that  the 
prisoner  had  for  a  loDg  seiies  of  years  carried  on  this  illegal 
practice,  for  the  police  had  found  on  his  premises  a  large 
number  of  letters  showing  that  persons  came  from  far  aDd 
near  to  visit  the  prisoner — one,  in  fact,  as  far  as  from  Norwich. 
That  day  all  he  proposed  to  do  was  to  prove  the  case  of  a 
Mrs.  Smith,  upon  whom  the  defendant  was  alleged  to  have 
performed  an  illegal  operation  about  the  month  of  March, 
1892.  It  might  seem,  he  added,  that  this  was  a  very  stale 
charge  to  bring,  but  the  reason  was  that  owing  to  some  recent 
occurrences  at  Woolston  [he  was  alluding  to  the  death  of 
a  young  woman  after  an  operation  of  this  kind]  inquiries 
had  been  made,  particularly  in  connection  with  Mr.  Austen, 
and  as  the  result  of  those  inquiries  information  came  to  the 
ears  of  the  police  which  enabled  them  to  trace  this  case  and 
several  others  showing  that  the  prisoner  had  carried  on  these 
illegal  practices. 

Mrs.  Alice  Smith,  wife  of  a  bricklayer  living  at  Southampton 
was  then  called,  and,  having  been  cautioned  that  she  need 
not  answer  any  questions  which  would  tend  to  incriminate 
herself,  gave  evidence  to  the  following  effect : — In  the 
month  of  March,  1892,  she  visited  the  prisoner's  shop  in  St. 
Mary  Street.  She  went  for  some  medicine.  She  bougnt  some 
powders  for  her  baby,  and  then  asked  the  prisoner  if  he  had 
any  female  pills.  He  supplied  her  with  some,  and  she  paid 
him  2s.  6d.  She  took  some  of  the  pills  at  home,  but  a  week 
later,  the  pills  not  having  had  any  effect,  she  went  again  to- 
the  prisoner's  shop  and  told  the  prisoner  that  the  pills  had 
done  her  no  good.  He  replied,  "  I  know  a  simpler  remedy, 
a  very  simple  remedy."  [The  woman  at  this  stage  was  over- 
come by  her  emotion,  and  the  court  was  cleared.  ]  Resuming 
she  said  prisoner  told  her  the  treatment  would  cost  a  guinea, 
but  it  was  quite  a  simple  remedy.  Upon  that  she  went  into 
a  room  at  the  side  of  the  shop  where  the  alleged  operation 
was  performed.  She  entered  into  details,  and  said  she  paid 
the  prisoner  the  guinea. 

Mr.  Killby  in  cross-examination  elicited  from  the  witness 
that  Police- sergeant  Boggeln  had  asked  her  to  come  to  the 
court.  He  saw  her  twice  and  talked  about  this  case.  She 
was  quite  sure  that  what  she  had  said  was  correct  The 
woman  again  became  overcome,  and  Mr.  Killby  said  he  would 
suspend  his  cross-examination. 

Mr.  Bell  asked  for  a  remand,  and  said  he  had  a  large  number 
of  letters  which  would  be  an  important  element  in  the  case. 

Mr.  Killby  resisted  the  application,  and  submitted  that  no- 
corroboration  had  been  given  to  justify  a  remand. 

The  Magistrates  decided  to  remand  the  accused  till  Wed- 
nesday, and  announced  that  bail  would  be  accepted — the 
accused  in  100Z.,  and  two  sureties  of  501.  each. 


The  case  came  on  again  on  Wednesday.  Only  witnesses 
and  reporters  were  admitted. 

Mrs.  Smith's  evidence  having  been  read  ever,  she  was- 
cross-examined  by  Mr.  Killby.  She  did  not  remember  whether 
she  told  Mr.  Austen  she  was  pregnant  or  not — it  was  so  loDg 
ago.  She  could  not  remember  what  he  did  to  her ;  neither 
the  date,  day  of  the  week,  or  what  part  of  the  day  the 
alleged  operation  took  place.  Sergeant  Boggeln  first  came  to 
see  ner  last  Thursday  week.  He  forced  her  to  tell  him,  as 
he  said  he  knew  she  had  been  to  Austen.  He  wouldn't  tell 
her  how  he  knew.  He  did  not  threaten  her.  She  was 
frightened  of  him,  because  he  said  he  knew  she  had  been  to 
Austen's.  Her  husband  was  present  on  both  occasions  when 
he  called. 

Dr.  Frederick  Hall  said  he  attended  the  last  witness  on 
the  occasion  of  her  premature  confinement  on  August  8, 
1892.  The  child  was  born  alive,  and  lived  twenty-two  hours. 
It  was  a  six  or  seven  months'  child.  He  did  not  associate 
the  confinement  in  August  with  any  operation  in  the  previous 
March. 

Detective-sergeant  Boggeln  said  he  arrested  Austen  on 
November  22.  He  was  accompanied  by  Sergeant  Young. 
He  read  the  warrant  over  to  him.  Prisoner  said,  "  Smith — 
Smith — 1892?  I  don't  know  the  lady.  Where  does  she  live?" 
Witness  then  cautioned  him,  and  said  she  lived  in  South- 
ampton. Piisoner  then  said,  "  I  have  never  performed  an 
operation  in  my  life,  but  I  may  have  sold  her  some  medi- 
cine.'' He  was  then  brought  to  the  station.  He  afterwards 
returned  and  searched  the  prisoner's  premise?,  where  he 
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found  a  book  and  a  number  of  letters  (produced).  They 
were  in  a  drawer  under  the  desk.  The  drawer  was  not 
locked. 

Mr.  Bell  then  read  one  of  the  letters  received  from  Brixton, 
London. 

The  prisoner  was  then  charged  on  a  second  count — viz  , 
with  administering  a  certain  noxious  drug  to  Mary  Jessie 
Gammon.  Mrs.  Gammon,  who  attended  on  a  subpoena, 
stated  she  was  now  living  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  She  was 
living  in  Southampton  about  five  years  ago,  and  went  to  see 
Mr.  Austen.  She  told  him  she  was  irregular,  and  he  gave 
her  some  pills  and  a  bottle  of  mixture.  Some  months 
afterwards  she  called  in  Dr.  Aldridge  for  a  miscarriage 
brought  on  by  a  fall  from  a  tricycle.  The  husband  of  this 
witness  also  gave  evidence,  but  his  wife  objected  to  his 
signing  his  evidence,  as  she  said  he  was  not  responsible  for 
what  be  said. 

A  third  charge  was  next  gone  into,  a  Mrs.  Cave,  of  South- 
ampton, stating  that  she  visited  prisoner's  shop  last 
December,  but  did  not  remember  what  it  was  for. 

The  Ctairman  :  Kemember,  you  are  on  your  oath.  Last 
December  is  not  veiy  loDg  ago. 

The  witness  refused  to  answer  the  question  again.  She 
had  a  bottle  of  mixture  and  a  box  of  pills.  She  did  not 
remember  now  what  it  was  for. 

A  long  discussion  took  place  between  Mr.  Kiilby  and  Mr. 
Bell,  the  former  stating  that  tbe  Bench  was  asking  the 
witness  to  incriminate  herself. 

Witness  (continuing)  did  not  remember  telling  the  sergeant 
that  Austen  said  the  pills  would  do  her  good.  She  called  on 
him  again  in  June  last  (this  year).  Austen  said  he  could 
give  her  a  remedy  for  21.  2s. 

Mr  Bell :  A  remedy  for  what  ? — I  decline  to  answer. 

Mr.  Killby-then  addressed  the  Bench.  He  said  there  was 
not  a  tittle  of  evidence  for  a  jary  to  convict  on. 

The  prisoner- *a»- -then  cautioned,  and  asked  if  he  had 
anything  to  say. 

Austen  : '  t  am  not  guilty  of  any  of  the  offences  I  am 
charged  with 

fie  was  then  committed  for  trial,  but  bail  was  allowed. 


Messrs.  Haye3's  New  Pharmacy. 

Meisrs.  William  Hayes  &  Co.  have  lately  issued  a  very 
elegantly  produced  pamphlet,  containing  notes  on  new  drugs 
and  illustrations  of  appliances  for  the  sick-room  and  nursery, 
together  with  reproductions  of  photographs  of  their  lately 
remodelled  pharmacy. 

The  Desiccated  Soup -works. 

In  the  Vice-Chancellor's  Court,  Dublin,  last  week,  the 
plant,  stock-in-trade,  and  goodwill  of  Messrs.  Frederick 
King  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturers  of  "  Ed  wards's  Desic- 
cated son  p,"  were  sold  as  a  goirjg  concern  to  Mr.  Thomas 
■Wilson,  Glasgow,  for  the  sum  of  46  OOOZ. 

Not  Required. 

A  gas-jet  burning  under  a  retort  in  the  city  analyst's 
ilabjratory,  Cork,  induced  a  timid  cit'zsn  to  summon  the 
local  fire-brigade,  which  on  putting  in  a  prompt  appearance 
weretjld  by  the  amused  chemist  that  their  services  were 
not  required. 

Impure  Linseed-meal. 

Professor  Hodges,  Belfast  city  analyst,  has  reported  to 
the  corporation  that  cases  in  which  linsesd-meal  is  adul- 
terated by  the  addition  of  farinaceous  matter  are  by  no 
fneans  rare  in  the  locality. 


Personal. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Blackham,  L  P  S  I.,  a  young  Dublin  pharmacist 
of  great  promise,  has  lately  become  a  Surgeon- Lieutenant 
in  the  Army  Medical  Staff  Corps.  Surgeon  Blackham 
was  for  some  time  apothecary  to  the  Rotunda  Hospital, 
Dublin,  having  secured  his  diploma  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  July,  1890,  but  he  did  not  long  content  him- 
self with  pharmacy,  for  within  two  years  he  obtained  the 
Scotch  triple  qualification— L.R.CP  &S  E.,  and  L.F.P.S.G. 
After  remaining  in  Dublin  for  a  short  time,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Sidcup  Hospital  and  Chislehurst  Dispensary 
as  physician  and  medical  officer  respectively,  positions  which 
he  has  lately  resigned  to  enter  her  Majesty's  service. 
Having  been  successful  at  the  spring  and  autumn  examina- 
tions, and  having  undergone  the  usual  course  of  training  at 
Netley,  he  has  now  been  gazetted  a  Surgeon- Lieutenant,  and 
posted  to  the  camp  at  Aldershot. 

Zymotic. 

Sir  James  Haslett,  chemist,  Belfast,  objects  to  his  brother 
corporators  being  "coached  "  in  the  use  of  medical  phrases. 
At  a  meeting  last  we  3k  of  the  '  Civic  Fathers,"  he  dropped 
heavily  on  a  speaker  for  usirjg  at  secondhand  the  term 
"  zymotic." 


Edinburgh  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association. 

This  Association  met  on  Thursday,  November  28,  Mr.  Peter 
Boa,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  first  business  dealt  with 
was  a  communication  inviting  the  Association  to  join  the 
Federation  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  After  some 
conversation,  it  was  agreed  to  allow  tbe  invitation  to  lie  on 
the  table  for  the  present.  The  paper  of  Professor  Stephenson, 
Aberdeen,  in  reference  to  the  prescription  of  proprietary 
articles  was  next  considered,  and  a  proposal  that  this  should 
be  circulated  by  the  Association  among  the  medical  men  of 
the  district  was  ultimately  negatived  by  tbe  casting-vote  of  the 
Chairman.  The  Chairman  then  opened  tbe  discussion  on 
" Some  Relations  between  Prescriber  and  Di'penser" — edu- 
cational aspect,  dispensing  physicians,  prescrioiEg  chemists, 
ownership  of  prescriptions,  dispensers'  discretionary  limits, 
private  understanding.  Various  points  were  taken  up  by 
the  different  speakers,  and  the  discussion  was  adjourned. 

A  Question  of  Title. 

Richard  Mackie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Aberdeen,  con- 
tracted to  sell  certain  house- property  in  Commerce  Street, 
Aberdeen,  to  John  Inglis,  merchant,  for  710/  Mr.  Inglis 
refused  to  complete  the  purchase  on  the  ground  that  the 
title  was  insufficient,  and  his  view  was  supported  by  Sheriff- 
Substitute  Robertson,  and  afterwards  by  Sheriff  Berry ;  but 
the  Court  of  Session  last  week  reversed  the  Sheriffs' judg- 
ment, and  gave  decree  with  expenses  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Mackie. 

New  Business  Premises. 

Last  week's  British  Architect  contains  illustrations  of  the 
rew  premises  and  laboratories  recently  erected  in  Great 
Junction  Street,  Leith,  for  Messrs.  Anderson  &  Co.,  manu- 
facturing chemists.  The  laboratories  are  contiguous  to 
Junction  Bridge,  and  barges  can  be  brought  up  to  the  quay 
in  front  of  the  works.  Mr.  James  Anderson,  F  R  P.S.Ed., 
is  the  sole  partner  of  the  firm. 

Photography  in  Colours. 

It  is  claimed  for  Mr.  Colin  Campbell,  Barb  ill  Road,  Cum- 
cock,  that  he  has  discoveied  a  process  for  taking  ph:to- 
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graphs  in  colours.  He  does  not  explain  how  he  prepares  his 
negatives  and  prints  his  pictures,  "  but  that  he  is  able  to 
take  such  negatives,  and  print  such  pictures  therefrom,  is 
absolutely  certain,  the  colouring  and  most  delicate  tints 
being  as  true  and  perfect  as  nature's  self,  and  of  surpassing 
beauty — greatly  more  so,  indeed,  than  any  artist  could  paint 
with  the  band  in  a  week's  time ;  and  yet  Mr.  Campbell  prints 
these  pictures  from  the  negatives  with  all  the  celerity  of  the 
ordinary  process."  As  loDg  as  Mr.  Campbell  keeps  secret  a 
process  or  processes  which  may,  if  original,  be  protected  by 
patent,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  those  who  know  anything 
of  the  difficulties  of  colour-photography  will  accept  unre- 
servedly all  that  is  said  about  his  results. 

The  Edinburgh  Ball  Funds. 

A  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists'  Ball  Committee 
was  held  on  Monday  evening,  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Kooms,  36  York  Place,  when  the  members  present  received 
a  statement  of  the  financial  position,  and  decided  as  to  the 
future  conduct  of  the  annual  "social."  Mr.  D.  McLaren, 
convener,  intimated  a  balance  in  hand  of  something  like 
231.  After  a  somewhat  protracted  discussion,  it  was  even- 
tually decided,  on  the  motion  of  the  convener,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  William  Smith,  to  place  the  above  sum  in  the  hands 
of  the  Edinburgh  and  District  Chemists'  Trade  Association, 
as  custodians  ;  the  Association,  combined  with  a  committee 
outside,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  annual 
terpsichorean  festivities. 

"  Beware  of  Pickpockets  ! 

"  Buy  your  drags  at  Store  prices,  from  Dawson,  chemist, 
Stockbridge,"  is  the  ominous  greeting  which  meets  the  eyes 
of  travellers  by  the  Ediabu'gb,  Northern  Tramways  on  the 
back  of  the  tickets.    Who  are  the  pickpockets  ? 


jfrencb  Iftews. 

{From  owr  Paris  Correspondent.') 


Pharmacists  and  Free  Medicine. — The  Syndicate  of 
Pharmacists  of  the  Cantal  are  in  controversy  with  the 
Prefect  of  their  Department  relative  to  the  tariff  for  the 
supply  of  free  medicaments  The  matter  has  been  dragging 
on  for  more  than  a  year,  partly  from  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  apparently  a  lack  of  co-operation  amongst  the  thirty-six 
pharmacists  forming  the  Syndicate.  The  difficulty  turns  on 
the  question  as  to  the  tariff  at  which  the  pharmacists  are 
to  supply  medicines  for  the  poor;  the  Syndicate  wishes  to 
maintain  what  it  considers  a  fair  rate,  while  the  Prefect 
apparently  feels  himself  bound  to  make  the  best  bargain 
possible. 

Matches  without  Phosphorus — The  French  Govern- 
ment is  about  to  commence  the  sale,  by  way  of  trial,  of 
matches  without  phosphorus,  which  are  being  made  by  a 
Belgian  manufacturer.  Persons  who  have  tried  them  say 
these  matches  give  an  even  more  unpleasant  odour  than  the 
commoner  kind  of  matches  at  present  in  use.  The  Academy 
of  Medicine  is  to  decide  whether  the  new  matches  are  likely 
to  be  injurious  to  health.  It  is  further  reported  that  a 
chemist  of  Dijon,  M.  Ponteaux,  has  invented  a  match  which 
is  made  without  either  chlorate  or  phosphorus.  There  is  a 
difficulty  with  these— namely,  that  the  heads  fall  off  very 
easily;  also,  they  ignite  with  some  difficulty.  The  Govern- 
ment has  sent  a  chemist  to  America,  in  the  hope  of  finding  a 
solution  there  of  the  vexed  match  question. 

Poisoned  Wine. — On  September  21  last  Mmes.  Lucie 
and  Louise  Pion,  residing  in  Paris,  received  samples  of  wine 
through  the  parcel-post,  which  they  tasted  without  suspicion, 
and  soon  afterwards  suffered  from  symptoms  of  poisoning. 
The  wine  was  found  to  have  been  drugged,  and  the  sender 
was  discovered  to  be  a  M.  Choquirt,  of  Amiens,  the  divorced 
husband  of  one  of  his  intended  victims.  He  disappeared, 
but  was  subsequently  found  at  the  French  Hospital,  London 
where  he  was  a  patient.  Choquart  has  confessed  hi s  guilt, 
He  says  tha>,  although  divorced  from  Mine.  Louise  Pioa, 
he  remained  greatly  attached  to  her,  and  desired  her  death 
rather  than  that  shs  should  marry  anyone  else.  He  accuses 
his  sister  in  law  of  being  the  cause  of  his  matrimonii!  mis- 


fortunes, and  tried  to  poison  her  as  well  as  a  punishment. 
The  prisoner  had  poisoned  the  wine  with  atropine,  abstracted 
from  the  infirmary  of  the  Saint  Lu  Barracks,  with  which  he 
was  connected. 

Mineral  Waters.  —  At  the  request  of  the  French 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine  has  studied  the  question,  with  a  view 
to  deciding  whether  it  is  advisable  to  insist  that  mineral 
waters  should  be  bottled  at  the  springs  from  which  they  are 
obtained.  A  report  on  the  subject  has  just  been  prepared 
by  M.  Albert  Kobin,  recommending  that  "  all  French 
mineral  waters  should  be  bottled  at  their  source."  As 
regards  foreign  mineral  waters,  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish 
between  those  subject  to  change  during  transport  and  those 
which  are  not.  The  former  should  only  be  admitted  on 
French  territory  in  bottles,  and  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
of  origin  signed  by  a  French  Consul,  showing  that  the  Water 
has  been  bottled  at  the  source.  Mineral  waters  of  the 
second  category  can  be  imported  in  casks  or  otherwise.  An 
authorisation  for  each  ton  weight  should  be  required  from 
the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  who  would  deliver  it  after 
consulting  the  Academy  of  Medicine.  The  importer  should 
be  required  to  make  known  the  place  and  conditions  under 
which  the  water  will  be  bottled.  It  is  further  suggested 
that  in  giving  the  authorisation  the  Minister  should  take 
measures  to  have  the  bottling  officially  supervised. 


jfordan  ano  Colonial  IRews* 


Lady  Doctors  in  Austria  — The  only  lady  doctor  whc 
has  been  practising  as  an  oculist  in  Austria,  Madame  Rosa 
Kerschpaumer,  of  Salzburg,  is  about  to  give  up  her  p'actice 
there  and  to  return  to  Russia,  where  she  is  to  receive  an 
appointment  as  demonstrator  at  the  recently-founded  medical 
academy  for  women  in  St.  Petersburg. 

The  Medicine  Stamp  in  Spain. — A  recent  number  of 
the  Farmaeia  EspaFula  speaks  strongly  of  the  persecution  of 
chemists  in  Madrid  and  other  Spanish  cities  in  connection 
with  the  obnoxious  stamp  tax,  and  protests  against  the 
frequent  and  officious  visits  of  the  inspectors  of  stamps  tc 
the  pharmacists  in  enforcing  the  law  which  compels  chemists 
to  place  a  ten  centimo  stamp  on  proprietary  specifics  and 
mineral  waters. 

Alleged  Antipyrin  Poisoning -case. — A  Mrs.  Wer- 
meskeike,  the  wife  of  a  notary  living  near  Haarlem,  in 
Holland,  has  been  arrested  on  suspicion  of  having  poisoned 
her  husband  by  adding,  daring  several  months,  antipyrin 
to  his  beer  and  other  drinks.  The  couple  had  lived  un- 
happily, and  the  husband  had  twice  endeavoured  to  obtain  a 
divorce.  The  prisoner  is  a  woman  of  distinction,  the  daughter 
of  a  clergyman,  and  the  authoress  of  many  popular  novels, 
as  well  as  editress  of  a  ladies'  paper. 

Singular  Poisoning  Case  in  Hungary.— The  autho- 
rities of  a  township  rejoicing  in  Ihe  name  of  Hodmezo- 
Vasarhely,  in  Hungary,  have  discovered  a  widespread  murder 
society,  consisting  of  six  women  and  one  man,  who,  it  is 
alleged,  have  committed  some  half-dczsn  or  more  murders, 
their  victims  in  all  cases  having  been  previously  insured  in 
favour  of  one  of  the  band  in  a  life  insurance  or  burial  society. 
The  murders  were  in  all  cases  committed  by  means  of  corro- 
sive sublimate,  which  was  administered  to  the  victims  in. 
porridge.  An  examination  of  the  house  of  the  persons 
implicated  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  no  fewer  than  thirty- 
three  bottles  of  the  poison.  It  is  said  that  corrosive  subli- 
mate is  in  very  general  use  in  the  district  where  the  murders 
have  taken  place  for  cosmetic  purposes  under  the  name  of 
Seret  scheika,  and  is  obtainable  with  ease  in  all  druggists' 
shops,  while  throughout  Southern  Hungary  it  is  moreover 
sold  openly  at  country  fairs  by  Servian  women.  The  peculiar 
point  about  this  fact  is  that  the  pharmacy  law  in  Hungary 
restricts  the  sale  of  all  quicksilver  preparations  to  phar- 
macists under  severe  penalties,  and,  moreover,  only  permits 
of  its  sale  on  medical  prescription. 

Sale  op  Poisons  in  India. — The  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  has  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  Govern- 
ment authorities  of  Madras,  Bombay,  Bengal,  the  North- 
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West  Provinces,  Punjab,  Assam,  Burmah,  Central  Provinces, 
Goorg,  Hyderabad,  and  Calcutta  saying  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  see  its  way  to  endeavour  by  legislation  to 
restrict  and  regulate  the  sale  and  possession  of  poisons  in 
India,  because  the  jungles  teem  with  vegetable  poisons,  and 
any  restriction  on  their  sale  or  possession  would  incite  to 
illicit  possession,  because  some  mineral  poisons,  such  as 
arsenic  and  antimony,  are  largely  used  for  legitimate  trade, 
and  because  it  would  be  difficult  to  place  an  efficient  check  on 
these  matters.  The  Governor-General  in  Council,  however, 
thinks  it  would  be  possible,  without  causing  hardship,  to  pro- 
vide that  municipalities  should  require  that  every  vendor  of 
European  medicines  or  indigenous  drugs  should  take  out  a 
licence,  and  that  no  sort  of  poison  should  be  sold  under  such 
licence  except  on  medical  prescriptions  or  to  persons  whose 
name,  address,  &c,  should  be  entered  in  a  register.  Already 
the  North-West  Provinces  and  the  Bombay  municipalities 
bave  published  Gazette  notices,  including  aconite,  arsenic, 
ncx  vomica,  dhatura,  and  bichloride  of  mercury  in  the  list  of 
proscribed  articles. 

A  Cape  Town  Druggists'  Warehouse.— The  highest 
*building  in  Cape  Town  is  that  of  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co., 
.pharmaceutical  and  wholesale  druggists,  of  Adderley  Street. 
Four- fifths  of  the  building  is  to  be  used  by  the  firm  itself, 
but  part  of  the  first  floor,  and  three  shops,  one  in  Adderley 
i  Street  and  two  in  Longmarket  Street,  are  to  be  let,  or  have 
been  taken  up  already,  one  by  a  dentist,  another  by  a  photo- 
grapher.   The  main  object  of  the  firm  in  building  the  new 
five-storey  block  was  to  concentrate  their  dispensary,  offices, 
and  warehouses  at  one  point.    The  electric  light  is  in  use 
from  roof  to  basement.    On  every  floor  a  fully-equipped  fire 
hydrant  with  a  three-inch  main  is  available  in  case  of  fire ; 
an  electric  lift  traverses  the  whole  building.    The  floors  of 
t  l.e  dispensary  and  shops  are  of  encaustic  tiles,  as  are  also 
the  walls  of  the  staircase  leading  to  the  chambers,  and  the 
entrances  are  in  beautifully  designed  mosaic,  set  off  with 
marble.    Everywhere  space,  light,  and  air  have  been  requisi- 
tioned in  the  fullest  degree,  with  the  result  that  the  whole 
building  is  not  only  bright  and  attractive,  but  deliciously 
cool.    Departing  from  the  usual  custom  in  Cape  Town, 
Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.  have  decorated  their  dispen- 
sary in  white  and  gold,  and  the  front  is  almost  entirely  of 
;  glass.    The  photographic  depart  ment  is  on  the  ground  floor, 
where  also  there  is  a  commodious  dark  room,  fitted  with 
every  convenience,  including  red  and  white  electric  light. 
To  show  the  enterprise  which  characterises  the  management, 
the  office  of  the  junior  partner  and  active  manager  of  the 
firm  will  be  fitted  with  twenty  telephones,  four  speaking 
tubes,  and  five  electric  bells,  enabling  him  not  only  to  be  in 
immediate  touch  with  the  warehouses  and  every  part  of  the 
building,  but  to  be  in  communication  day  and  night  with  no 
fewer  than  fourteen  of  the  leading  medical  men  in  Cape  Town 
and  Sea  Point.    Sleeping  accommodation  is  provided  for 
several  assistants  on  the  premises,  so  that  they  will  be  avail- 
able for  night  orders,  and  in  this  respect  again  attention  has 
been  paid  to  a  detail  which  might  have  escaped  an  ordinary 
•  designer.    When  the  night-bell  rings,  the  assistant  has  but 
to  touch  a  notch  beside  his  bed  when  the  electric  light  is 
turned  on  in  his  room,  on  the  stairs,  and  in  the  dispensary. 
The  warehouse  room  on  each  of  the  upper  floors  is  57  by  77 
teet ;  whilst,  if  required  the  foundations  are  strong  enough 
to  bear  yet  another  two  or  three  storeys.  From  the  monster 
lantern  at  the  corner  of  the  building  a  splendid  view 
is  obtained,  commanding  the  whole  of  Table  Bay  and  the 
valley.    2.000  gallons  of  water  are  stored  on  the  roof  in  six 
200-gallon   and   two  40-gallon  tanks ;  and  a  spacious 
verandah  surrounds  the  front  of  the  buildings. 
.  A  Druggist's  Murdee-den.— A  Chicago  druggist  named 
Holmes  is  being  tried  on  a  series  of  charges  which,  as  a 
correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post  states,  go  to  stamp 
Holmes  as  a  murder  fanatic  of  the  very  first  order  He 
made  away  in  the  first  instance  with  Julia  Conner,  who 
acted  as  bookkeeper  in  the  druggist  establishment  he  kept 
at  the  corner  of  Sixty-third  Street;  Emmeline  Cigrand, 
whom  he  employed  as  stenographer ;  and  Minnie  Williams, 
of  Fort  Worth,  whom  he  engaged  as  private  secretary. 
Then  he  killed  Pearl  Conner,  the  daughter  of  his  .  book- 
keeper ;  Nana  Williams,  of  Fort  Worth,  who  came  to  visit 
her  sister  Minnie  when  acting,  or  suppised  to  be  acting,  as 
private  secretary  to  Holmes ;  and  Kobert  Phelps,  who  was 
engaged,  or  privately  married,  to  Miss  Cigrand,  the  steno- 


grapher. Subsequently  Holmes  murdered  Emily  Van  Tassell, 
of  North  Robey  Street,  Chicago,  and  Benjamin  Pitzel,  his 
confidant  and  confederate  in  the  fitting-up  of  the  house 
known  as  Holmes's  Castle.  Then,  in  order  to  make  security 
doubly  sure,  he  tracked  Pitzel's  children  to  Toronto,  in 
Canada,  and  there  killed  the  two  daughters,  Alice 
and  Nellie,  together  with  the  son  Howard.  In  this 
way  he  thought  to  keep  the  secret  with  regard  to  the 
inner  arrangements  of  his  Chicago  drug-store.  His 
"  Castle,"  as  his  drug-store  is  now  called,  was  fitted  with 
devices  for  killing  and  afterwards  disposing  of  the  dead 
which  point  to  an  ingenuity  absolutely  fiendish.  There  was 
a  steel-bound  asphyxiating-chamber  for  suffocating  victims, 
a  bricked-in  hanging-cage,  a  death-trap  and  shaft  down 
which  strangers  could  be  hurled  headlong  to  the  cellar 
below ;  a  dummy  elevator  for  raising  and  lowering  bodies 
from  the  upper  floors  to  the  lower,  and  vice  versa;  a 
poisonous  oil-tank  in  which  victims  could  be  plunged,  lime- 
baths  that  would  consume  them,  and,  finally,  in  the  cellar,  a 
complete  crematory,  furnace  and  all,  for  incinerating  any 
body  and  destroying  any  article  that  might  hereafter  be 
identified.  The  list  of  Holmes's  victims  before  given  repre- 
sents only  those  known  to  the  police.  But  during  the 
World's  Show  in  Chicago,  when  Holmes's  "  factory  "  was  in 
full  working  order,  numbers  of  strangers  and  visitors  dis- 
appeared of  whom  no  clue  could  be  found  by  inquring 
friends.  And  many  of  these,  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear,  were  horribly  done  to  death  in  the  asphyxiating- 
chamber  or  oil  bath  of  Holmes's  Castle.  The  place  was 
burnt  to  the  ground  soon  after  its  mysteries  had  been 
discovered  by  the  Chicago  detectives.  Holmes  had  been 
condemned,  but  a  second  trial  had  been  granted  on  some 
point,  although  the  result  was  a  foregone  conclusion. 

Indo-European  Trade  in  Pharmaceutical  Prepara- 
tions and  Drugs. — Comparatively  few  English  and  American 
drugs,  says  Die    Chemisohe  Industrie,  are  imported  into 
India.    The  native  traders  chiefly  stock  valerian,  chamomile, 
peppermint,  gentian,  liquorice,  lavender  flowers,  juniper 
berries,  digitalis  leaves,  senega,  sarsarparilla,  ipecacuanha, 
quassia,  copaiba,  and  a  few  others.    Many  of  these  are  kept 
only  in  small  quantities,  and  apparently  remain  on  hand  for 
a  long  time.  The  importation  of  pharmaceutical  preparations 
is,  however,  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  vegetable  extracts, 
pills,  plasters  and  the  like,  being  obtained  from  Europe, 
principally  from  England.    German  traders  are  advised  that 
it  is  necessary  for  them,  if  they  wish  to  do  business  in  India, 
not  only  to  send  out  price  lists  in  the  English  language,  and 
in  English  weights,  measures,  and  currency,  but  also  to  make 
up  their  preparations  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia, 
since  those  of  the  German  Pharmacopoeia  will  not  sell.  The 
method,  frequently  adopted,  of  sending  price  lists  in  German 
is  only  trouble  wasted.    English  patent  medicines  constitute 
an  important  proportion  of  the  articles  figuring  as  "  Drugs, 
Medicines,  and  Narcotics "  in  the  Customs  List  (Scott's, 
Cockle's  and  Beecham's  Pills ;  Ayers'  and  Wilkinson's  Sarsa- 
parilla ;  Elliman's  Embrocation ;  Eno's  Fruit  Salt,  and  Clarke's 
Blood-mixture  are  mentioned  by  the  writer).    These  articles 
have  a  large  sale  among  Anglo-Indians  and  natives.    Out  of 
a  total  value  of  about  l,945,000r.  of  drugs  and  prepara- 
tions imported  into  India  in  1892-93,  nearly  1,665,000^ 
worth  came  from  England ;  Germany  sent  only  about 
99,000r.  worth.     Spain  occupied  the  third  place  with 
86  200r.  worth — a  quantity  nearly  double  the  previous  year's 
supply,  owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  demand  for  radix 
pyrethri,  a  drug  which  has  of  late  years  been  extensively 
ordered  by  native  doctors  as  a  stimulant,  usually  along  with 
galangal,  ginger,  &c.    Speaking  of  the  trade  in  quinine,  the 
firm  of  Howards  &  Sons  is  said,  "  by  the  aid  cf  advertisement," 
to  have  practically  secured  a  monopoly  in  the  article,  German 
quinine  being,  without  any  rational  grounds,  accounted  as 
"  weaker,  although  Howards'  quinine  may  for  the  most  part 
be  considered  as  of  German  manufacture."  (See  note,  p  795). 
The  trade  in  quinine  has  increased  from  24,059  lbs.  in  1888-89 
to  31,497  lbs  in  1893-94,  but  the  value  has  declined  in  the 
same  period  from  398,436r.  to  343,775r.  In  the  case  of  essen- 
tial oils,  out  of  7,019  gallons  imported  in  1892-93  England 
contributed  865  gallons,  whereas  Germany  sent  only  47 
gallons,  although  (so  it  is  asserted)  the  greater  portion  of 
the  English  supply  is  distilled  at  Leipsig.    The  oils  chiefly 
imported  are  carawav,  anise,  fennel,  lemon,  dill,  peppermint, 
cinnamon,  mace,  and  clove. 
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Zbe  TKIUnter  Session, 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 

Last  week's  meeting  was  a  Clowes  Eight,  for  although  Dr. 
W.  H.  Perkin  occupied  the  earlier  part  of  the  proceedings, 
the  interest  chiefly  centred  round  papers  communicated  by 
Professor  Clowes,  of  Nottingham.  As  arising  out  of  the 
minutes  Mr.  Vernon  Haecoubt,  the  President,  mentioned 
that  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Institute  of  France  had 
written  in  acknowledgment  of  the  Society's  recent  address, 
and  Madame  Pasteur  acknowledged  the  letter  of  condolence 
sent  to  her. 

Db.  Peekin's  Paper 

dealt  with  the  influence  of  heat  upon  the  magnetic  rotation 
of  certain  organic  compounds.  This  was  supplementary  to  a 
communication  made  in  1892  (C.  %  B.  xl. ,  page  766)  in  which 
the  author  recorded  the  results  of  the  examination  of  some 
acetyl  derivatives,  especially  acetyl-acetone.  Since  then 
Bruhl  has  published  a  paper  on  the  same  subject,  his  figures 
differing  from  Dr.  Perkin's.  The  difference  consisted  sub- 
stantially in  Bruhl  getting  a  higher  rotation  when  the 
temperature  of  the  substances  was  raised  above  18°'  C, 
whereas  Dr.  Perkin  got  slightly  lower  rotation.  Dr.  Perkin, 
has  repeated  his  experiments,  and  gets  substantially  the 
same  results  as  before,  so  he  addressed  himself  to  explaining 
where  Bruhl  had  gone  wrong,  but  this  was  not  very  clear ; 
and  even  after  Professor  Kamsay,  Mr.  Blount,  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Eodger  had  made  suggestions  the  origin  of  the  difference  was 
still  obscure.  A  priori,  however,  Perkin's  results  appear 
to  be  consistent  with  accepted  laws,  and  acetyl-acetone, 
toluidene,  &c,  ought  not  to  give  increased  rotation  with  in- 
creased temperature. 

The  Clowes  Papebs. 

The  first  one  was  on  "The  Evolution  of  Carbon  Monoxide  by 
Alkaline  Pyrogallol  Solutions  during  Absorption  of  Oxygen." 
The  author's  students  found  when  examining  Brin's  oxygen 
that,  after  it  passed  through  the  usual  alkaline  pyrogallol 
solution,  the  unabsorbed  gas  always  contained  CO,  although 
there  was  no  CO  actually  in  the  oxygen.  When  atmo- 
spheric air  was  examined  no  trace  of  CO  could  be  found 
in  the  residue.  The  result  was  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  whole  subject,  and  it  was  found  that  pure  oxygen,  or 
mixtures  down  to  28  per  cent,  of  O,  always  gave  the  CO 
residue,  but  mixtures  below  28  per  cent,  did  not.  Evidently 
therefore,  there  i9  a  secondary  reaction  which  has  not  been 
recorded  in  text-books,  but  the  author  recalled  a  hint  which 
Dr.  E  Frankland  had  once  given  him  about  air-analysis  to 
take  care  that  carbon  monoxide  was  not  produced  in  the 
operation.  Setting  himself  to  solve  the  riddle,  he  found 
that  authorities  are  all  at  sixes  and  sevens  about  the  strength 
which  the  pyrogallol  solution  should  be,  and  he  found  on  trial 
that  this  has  an  important  bearing  upon  the  matter ;  for 
when  a  solution  consisting  of  pyrogallol  5  grammes,  potassium 
hydroxide  120  grammes,  and  water  100  c.c.  is  used,  no  carbon 
monoxide  is  produced  with  oxygen  mixtures  of  any  strength. 
Incidentally  much  interesting  detail  was  given,  such  as  the 
confirmation  of  the  results  by  the  phosphorus  method,  and 
the  use  of  hydroquinone  in  place  of  pyrogallol — the  latter 
suggestion  coming  from  a  student  who  photographs.  The 
hydroquinone  was  tried  in  the  following  solution : — 

Hydroquinone     ..       ..  ..     36  grammes 

Potassium  hydroxide    ..       ..     •  ».     48  grammes 

Water  to   200  c.c. 

This  did  not  give  rise  to  carbon  monoxide,  but  the  absorp- 
tion of  the  oxjgen  was  much  too  slow  to  justify  the  change 
from  pyrogallol. 

There  was  a  very  good  discussion  on  this  paper.  The 
President  and  Mr.  Shenstone  made  slight  suggestions 
indicatirg  that  the  results  were  just  what  might  be  ex- 
pected, but  they  had  only  general  facts  to  go  upon,  and  it 
was  the  misleading  nature  of  these  which  induced  Professor 
Clowes  to  make  the  matter  clear.  Mr.  Blount  described 
the  ammonia  and  copper-spiral  process  of  estimating 
oxygen,  which  he  prefers,  and  Professor  J.  M.  Thomson 
expressed  the  thoughts  which  must  have  been  in  the  minds 
of  all  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with  photographic 


developers.  He  said  that  the  comparison  of  pyrogallol  and 
hydroquinone  was  of  the  greatest  interest  to  such  persons, 
for  there  is  nothing  so  mysterious  as  the  action  of  these 
reducing-agents  upon  the  sensitive  film.  It  is  noticed,  in 
developing  with  pyrogallol,  that  the  action  proceeds  rapidly 
from  the  beginning,  and  the  density  is  at  the  maximum ; 
whereas  a  hydroquinone  developer  starts  slowly,  and  at  first, 
proceeds  slowly,  but  when  action  does  set  in  it  proceeds  so 
rapidly  that  there  is  difficulty  in  controlling  the  development. 
It  seemed  to  Professor  Thomson  that  Professor  Clowes  had 
got  a  clue  in  his  investigation  which  should  be  followed 
up.  It  was  important  to  determine  what  were  the  products 
formed  during  the  absorption  of  oxygen,  and  what  influence, 
if  any,  they  had  upon  the  sensitive  film.  After  this  there 
was  little  more  to  be  said,  but  Professor  Ramsay  mentioned 
that  he  had  found  carbon  monoxide  in  argon  residues,  but 
only  in  traces  recognisable  by  the  spectrum,  nevertheless 
sufficient  to  show  that  CO  is  in  the  atmosphere.  Eather  a 
long  speech  followed — this  by  a  gentleman  whom  we  do  not 
know,  but  his  tale  was  to  the  effect  that  he  has  discovered  a 
body  like  hydroquinone,  which  absorbs  oxygen  well  and  in 
molecular  proportion,  and  he  was  willing,  even  desirous,  that 
Professor  Clowes  should  try  it.  We  gathered  from  the 
speaker's  tone  and  the  mystery  which  he  cast  over  his  dis- 
covery that  it  is  a  matter  of  first-class  importance. 

Professor  Clowes  spoke  briefly  in  reply,  then  read  his 
second  paper — on  "  The  Composition  of  the  Limiting  Explo- 
sive Mixtures  of  Various  Combustible  Gases  with  Air."  This 
was  a  record  of  experiments  made  upon  mixtures  of  methane, 
hydrogen,  ethylene,  carbon  monoxide,  water-gas,  and  coal- 
gas  with  air.  Tubes  were  filled  with  the  mixtures,  and  the 
mixtures  ignited,  the  light  being  applied  at  the  top  or  at 
the  bottom.  If  the  mixture  burnt  gently  at  the  end,  the 
flame  not  going  up  or  down  the  tube,  it  was  considered  to  be 
non-explosive  ;  but;  if  it  burnt  back,  &c,  then  it  was  taken  to 
be  explosive.    The  following  are  the  results : — 


Hydrogen 

CO 

Ethylene 
Water-gas  . . 

0oaIgas  1  Bottom  „ 


Highest, 
per  oent. 


13 
11 
72 
75 
52 
55 
29 
22 


The  figures  mean  percentages  of  the  respective  gases, 
the  rest  being  air  ;  also  that  explosions  begin,  eg,  in  the 
case  of  methane,  when  5  per  cent,  of  that  gas  is  in  the  atmo- 
sphere, and  cease  when  there  is  more  than  13  per  cent.  Gases 
with  the  widest  range — eg  ,  hydrogen,  5  to  72  per  cent. — are 
the  most  dangerous.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  mixtures  were 
contained  in  a  glass  tube  a  foot  or  two  long,  and  were  moist. 

The  Peesident,  opening  the  discussion,  mentioned  half-a- 
dozen  things  which  would  modify  the  results  ;  the  longer  the 
tube,  for  example,  the  more  violent  the  explosion.  Then 
Mr.  A.  G.  Bloxham  gently  suggested  that  Professor  Clowes 
had  changed  his  mind  about  methane — years  ago  he  said 
that  1  of  methane  in  18  gave  an  explosive  mixture  ;  but  Pro- 
fessor Clowes  said  that  was  not  his  own  figure — simply  the 
best  he  could  get  from  text  books  at  the  time.  Mr. 
Bennett  H.  Beough  told  with  some  humour  of  an  Austrian 
engineer's  experiments  on  explosive  mixtures  of  gases.  The 
engineer  had  a  big  pot  (we  gathered  it  to  be  of  the  kind  that 
Irishwomen  use  for  boiling  the  potatoes  for  the  '  gintl'man 
who  pays  the  lint,'  and  which  poetic  people  call  a  cauldron). 
In  this  pot  was  a  wheel,  to  mix  the  gases,  and  at  a  certain 
time  the  mixture  was  ignited  by  a  spark.  The  lid  blew  off, 
but  it  did  no  damage,  for  it  was  secured  by  a  chain.  This 
tickled  the  Fellows  marvellously,  but  it  served  to  show  how  a 
miner's  pick  will  give  the  spark  which  may  send  hundreds  of 
his  fellow-workmen  to  their  long  rest. 

Professor  Clowes  then  gave  the  gist  of  a  paper  on 
"  Barium  Butyrate  and  the  Estimation  of  Butyric  Acid."  by 
W.  H.  Wilcox,  B.Sc.  The  principal  fact  recorded  in  this  was 
that  the  butyrate  loses  weight  constantly  at  100°  C,  although 
it  only  contains  adherent  moisture,  and  it  must  be  dried 
between  75°  and  80°  C.  if  errors  are  not  to  creep  into  analyses 
of  fatty  acids.    This  concluded  the  business. 


786 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  £0,  1895 


THE  CHEMISTS'  ASSISTANTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on  November  21,  a 
discussion  took  place  on  the  "Work  and  Policy  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Associations."    Mr.  E.  W.  Hill  presided. 

Dr.  Symes,  who  openad  the  debate,  said  he  looked  on 
federation,  not  as  an  end,  bat  as  means  to  an  end,  and  that 
end  was  the  consolidation  of  their  craft  and  the  forming  into 
one  body  of  the  whole  commonwealth  of  pharmacy.  Some- 
thing had  been  done  to  encourage  fraternisation  among 
members  of  the  craft ;  but  the  keen  competition,  and  the 
doctrine  that  they  must  do  their  best  to  eat  up  their  compe- 
titors or  be  eaten  up  themselves,  tended  to  estrangement 
where  harmony  should  exist.  This  state  of  things  called 
loudly  for  unity — in.  short,  consolidation.  His  original  idea 
as  to  the  best  means  of  consolidation  was  that  every  person 
who  passed  the  qualifying  examination  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  should  thereby  become  a  member  of  that 
Society  without  payment  of  an  annual  subscription — 
(hear,  bear) — just  as  persons  who  passed  the  examination  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  became  elected  members  of 
that  College.  Secondly,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  should 
establish  closer  relations  with  the  local  Associations,  by 
making  annual  grants  for  educational  and  such-like  pur- 
poses to  the  local  Associations,  which  should  be  required  to 
report  progress,  so  that  they  might  be  kept  in  touch  with 
the  parent  Society  and,  wherever  necessary,  with  each  other. 
These  proposals,  he  believed,  were  quite  practicable.  Bat 
they  had  not  been  accepted  by  the  only  representative  body 
who  could  take  the  initiative  in  the  matter.  Others  equally 
desirous  of  doing  something  for  pharmacy  had  proposed 
that  the  bond  of  union  should  be  created  by  local  associa- 
tions themselves,  independently  of  any  central  body,  under 
the  title  of  "The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciations." He  did  not  suppose  that  this  arrangement  was 
capable  of  accomplishing  all  that  he  had  hoped  would  result 
from  his  previous  proposal.  It,  however,  possessed  the 
advantage  that  the  locil  Associations  would  be  free  and 
independent  to  act  whilst  retaining  a  perfectly  friendly 
attitude  towards  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  Federation  was  exceedingly  simple.  One 
delegate  or  representative  was  appointed  for  each  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  each  Association  paying  an  annual 
subscription  of  10s.  The  objects  of  the  Federation  were  to 
establish  more  intimate  relations  between  existing  associa- 
tions, to  advise  and  assist  in  the  promotion  and  formation  of 
oihers,  aad  to  interest  itself  in  all  matters  tending  to  the 
benefit  of  the  craft.  There  never  were  more  burning 
questions  to  be  settled  than  there  were  to-day.  The  struggle 
for  existence  had  been  growing  more  keen,  and  there  bad 
been  no  previous  period  which  more  urgently  demanded  that 
the  practitioners  of  pharmacy  should  be  consolidated,  should 
sink  their  petty  differences  and  selfish  motives,  and  stand  to 
their  guns  like  men.  Fdderation  was  but  another  name  for 
combination,  and  its  object  was  to  help  those  who  would 
help  themselves.  It  must  enroll  on  its  list  every  local 
association  throughout  the  country.  He  thought  much 
information  valuable  to  the  trade  could  be  gathered  by  the 
Federation.  Then  it  might  give  assistance  to  those  who 
were  endeavouring  to  shorten  ihe  hours  of  business.  Better 
facilities  might  be  provided  for  pharmaceutical  education  in 
provincial  to  wns.  Then  there  was  the  question  of  examina- 
tions, on  which  depended  to  some  extent  the  kind  of  men  who 
were  to  be  the  pharmacists  of  the  future.  They  ought  to 
give  this  question  more  consideration  than  they  had  hitherto 
done.  They  could  not  dictate  to  the  examiners,  but  he 
believed  business  men  could  make  a  number  of  useful  sugges- 
tions which  if  acted  upon  would  be  of  value.  For  example, 
they  heard  a  good  deal  about  men  who  were  competent  and 
yet  got  plucked,  but  they  heard  very  little  aboat  incompe- 
tent men  who  passed,  and  that  there  were  such  he  could 
testify.  The  Federation  mi'ht  also  bring  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  Privy  Council  with  reference  to  such  poisons  as  carbolic 
acid  remaining  outside  the  poison  schedule.  These  were 
some  of  the  questions  which  the  Federation  might  take  up. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

A  discussion  beinginvited,  Mr.  Roberts  said  he  thoroughly 
agreed  with  Dc.  Symes  as  to  the  value  of  federation.  It 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  if,  by  means  of  the  Federation, 
they  could  get  people  to  join  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


As  regarded  examinations,  he  thought  they  were  perfect 
now. 

Mr.  Millard  thought  the  Federation  was  so  much  in  the 
clouds  that  it  was  difficult  to  discuss  it.  The  programme 
Dr.  Symes  had  put  for  ward  was  enough  to  take  them  far  into 
the  next  century.  If  the  federated  Associations  were  going 
to  act  as  a  stimulating  Society,  they  did  not  know  what 
effect  it  was  going  to  have,  because  it  depended  upon  the 
extent  to  which  the  Federation  was  supported.  The  great 
difficulty  had  always  been  to  get  the  trade  to  unite  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  except  for  defence,  and  the  object  of  the 
Federation  did  not  seem  to  be  defence.  It  had  a  somewhat 
aggressive  policy.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  Federation  would  be  supported  to  a  greater 
extent  than  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  at  present.  It 
was  extremely  uncertain  whether  the  Federation  would 
succeed. 

Mr.  Crouch  thought  if  men  were  cot  sufficiently  in  earnest 
to  help  themselves,  not  much  would  be  gained  by  giving 
them  money  from  a  central  source.  He  thought  the  trade 
was  at  present  represented,  or  might  be,  if  they  cared  to  be 
so,  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  the  Federation  would 
detract  a  good  deal  from  the  Society  by  dividing  forces 
which  might  be  directed  into  one  channel.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Jones  felt  that  the  Federation  could  perform  some 
work  which  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  did  not  and  could 
not  perform. 

Mr.  Pickering  heartily  agreed  with  the  idea  of  federation, 
and  hoped  it  would  grow  and  prosper. 

Mr.  Summers  believed  that  the  great  reason  why  so  many 
chemists  would  not  join  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was 
because  they  did  not  see  that  they  got  their  money's  worth. 

Mr.  Melhuish  thought  the  Federation  was  lacking  in 
policy.  He  should  like  to  see  the  authorities  leading  the 
van  in  this  matter  of  consolidation.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  C.  Morley  said  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  the 
Federation  could  suppress  the  jealousy  which  existed,  and 
settle  the  vexed  question  of  long  hours  in  shops. 

Mr.  Gcyer,  speaking  as  delegate  of  this  Association  to 
the  Federation,  said  the  Federation  had  no  policy — its  policy 
came  from  the  existing  Associations.  It  was  an  organisation 
for  promoting  the  well-being  of  the  Associations — to  help  in 
organising  the  weak  Associations,  and  lend  them  assistance 
by  procuring  help  from  the  stronger  Associations.  It  was 
also  a  means  of  enabling  the  existing  Associations  to  com- 
municate their  views  on  various  subjects  to  each  other.  The 
Federation  should  not  touch  individuals  but  only  associa- 
tions. 

Mr.  Roe  thought  such  a  federation  must  be  useful. 

The  Chairman  said  that  in  the  questions  which  Dr.  Symes 
had  suggested  the  Federation  should  take  up,  he  had 
encroached  a  great  deal  on  the  province  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  and  gone  beyond  the  province  of  the  Federa- 
tion. His  great  objection  to  the  Federation  was  that  they 
had  a  conglomeration  of  bodies  without  power,  and  a  federa- 
tion of  no  powers  would  not  add  to  the  general  strength. 
He  believed  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  doing  its  best 
for  the  body  of  chemists,  and  he  feared  that  if  the  Federation 
was  entered  into  thoroughly  it  would  divert  the  aim  of  the 
Society. 

Dr.  Syme3  in  reply,  said  if  the  Federation  supplemented 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  it  would  be  a  great  advantage, 
and  not  detract  from  the  Society. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  Symes  terminated  the  proceedings. 


MIDLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 
We  observe  that  the  arrangements  for  this  session  include 
papers  by  Messrs.  F.  Smith,  F.  H.  Alcock,  H.  S.  Shorthouse, 
and  J.  Barclay,  B.Sc.  December  17  will  be  a  "  members' 
night  and  social  meeting."  The  annual  ball  will  be  held  in 
January,  and  the  supper  in  May. 


SHEFFIELD  PHARMACEUTICAL  AND  CHEMICAL 
.SOCIETY. 

The  arrangements  for  the  current  session  include  monthly 
meetings  from  December  to  April  inclusive.  The  subjects 
are  ;_«<  Relatiocs  between  Contagion  and  Sanitation,"  by  Mr. 
T.  Aiide  Murray,  C.E  ;  a  public  lecture  on  "The  Swiss  Alps," 
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by  Mr.  W.  Lamond  Howie,  F.C.S. ;  "Mediroval  Natural 
History,"  by  Dr.  Sorby,  F.R.S. ;  "  Electricity,"  by  Mr.  T.  Scott 
Anderson ;  and  an  unnamed  paper  by  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  News- 
holme. 


CAMBRIDGE  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  held  at  the  Cains  College 
Laboratory  on  November  22,  Mr.  Alderman  Deck  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  Pattison  Muib,  M.A  ,  Caius  College,  delivered  a  lecture 
on  "  Qualitative  Chemical  Analysis  Viewed  in  the  Light  of 
Recent  Research."  The  lecturer  indicated  by  experiments 
the  character  of  the  problems  of  qualitative  analysis.  He 
considered  especially  the  questions — Why  does  a  metal  ex- 
hibit certain  reactions  in  all  its  salts,  which  reactions  are 
independent  of  the  nature  of  the  acidic  radicle  wherewith 
the  metal  is  combined  ?  And  why  are  the  reactions  used  for 
the  detection  of  an  acidic  radicle  the  same  whatever  be  the 
metal  with  which  that  radicle  may  be  combined?  He  ttea 
sketched  the  theory  of  ionic  dissociation,  which  asserts  that 
a  fairly  dilute  watery  solution  of  a  salt,  an  acid,  or  a  base 
contains  the  ions  into  which  the  compound  is  resolved  by 
the  electric  current.  The  lecturer  showed  how  this  theory 
gives  a  simple  and  consistent  explanation  of  the  reactions  of 
qualitative  analysis  ;  and  be  indicated  some  of  the  other 
fields  of  inquiry  wherein  this  theory  has  advanced  our 
knowledge  of  chemical  and  chemico-pbysical  occurrences. 

ULSTER  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  bi-monthly  meetiDg  of  this  Association  held  Novem- 
ber 20,  at  Belfast,  Dr.  Fielden  occupied  the  chair.  An 
anonymous  paper  on  "  Experiences  of  the  Final  '  was  read, 
and  an  interesting  discussion  followed.  The  discussion  on 
"Should  Chemists  Prescribe  and  Doctors  Dispense?"  was 
postponed  until  next  meetiDg. 


Jrcncj)*  f  barmitmtticil  Assistants. 


THE  general  annual  meeting  of  ths  Association  of  French 
Pharmacists'  Assistants  (Association  Syndicate  des 
E'eves  en  Pharmacie)  was  held  at  the  Brasserie  du  Louvre, 
90  rue  St.  Honor  e,  Paris,  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
November  23.  The  rnseting  was  fixed  for  10.30  p.m.  to 
allow  of  a  larger  attendance,  10  P  M,  beiug  still  the  closing- 
hour  in  the  majority  of  Parisian  pharmacies.  When  the 
representative  of  the  C.  $  D.  arrived,  however,  there  were 
only  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  present,  and  the  large  back 
room  of  the  Brasserie  appeared  somewhat  empty.  A 
member,  interrogated  by  the  C.  <$•  D.  man,  explained,  "  It 
must  be  the  weather ;  this  bitter  north-  east  wind  and  snow  are 
somewhat  sudden  and  trjing.  Why,  even  at  our  monthly 
meetings  at  the  '  Bar  Persan '  we  sometimes  have  twice  as 
many  as  are  here  to-night."  The  proceedings  were  purely 
formal,  consisting  of  the  reading  of  reports  by  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  consideration  of  by-laws  and  election  of 
Council.  There  were  fifty- seven  applications  for  member- 
ship. The  list  of  names  was  read  and  accepted.  This 
brings  the  total  membership  to  360.  A  series  of  amend- 
ments to  the  statutes  were  then  presented  by  the  Secretary, 
most  of  which  were  voted.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  hair- 
splitting on  the  part  of  a  few  "  obstructionist "  members  on 
the  merest  formalities,  and  it  was  past  1  A.m.  when  the 
re-election  of  the  officials  for  the  ensuiDg  year  was  decided 
upon.  This  was  carried  out  in  the  usual  French  style  by 
written  lists — a  good  but  tedious  process.  The  members,  who 
had  hitherto  shown  a  good  deal  of  patience — possibly  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  were  indulging 
in  cigarettes  and  beer — now  crowded  round  the  tables  of  the 
President  and  "tellers,"  watching  the  lists  beiDg  counted 
with  much  interest.  It  was  past  2  a.m.  when,  the  last  vote 
having  been  counted,  the  result  was  declared  that  the 
Council  remained  practically  unchanged,  and  the  members 
trooped  out  through  the  upturned  tables  and  lowered 
lights  of  the  Brasserie  into  the  deserted  streets. 
The  small  hours  of  a  Sunday  morning  were  hardly  a 
favourable  time  for  the  C.  D.  man  to  supplement  his 
information.  He  therefore  accepted  the  invitation  of 
M.  Virac,  the  delegate,  to  call  at  his  office  in  the  rue  Tique- 


tonne  one  weekday  afternoon  to  hfar  more  about  the 
Association.  "  Our  object*-, '  said  M.  Virac,  "  are  numerous. 
The  reduction  of  hems  is  one  of  ttem.  The  ordinary  hours 
in  Paris  are  from  8  A  M.  to  10  r.M  There  are  no  Sundays  or 
Kte-days  for  us;  it  is  the  same  all  the  year  round.  A  few 
pharmacies  close  at  9  p  m  ,  but  they  are  the  exception.  The 
best  English  chemists  are,  I  believe,  amongst  the  principal 
adherents  to  the  movement."  "But  there  mu.t  be  some 
holiday  of  some  kind  ?  "  "  Yes,  there  is  one  day  a  fortnight 
— it  is  one  day  a  week  in  some  pharmacies."  "  In  an  English 
country  town  the  assistants  get  an  hour  out  in  the  afternoon  ; 
is  there  nothing  of  this  kind  here?"  "  Not  to  my  know- 
ledge." "  And  what  about  the  big  '  cutting'  pharmacies,  like 
the  one  opposite  the  Gare  St.  Lazare,  which  is  open  from  7  a  m. 
to  midnight  or  later,  and  the  all-night  pharmacy  on  the  grand 
Boulevards?  "  "  Ob,  in  those  big  places  one  is  not  so  badly 
off;  they  have  a  system  of  'shifts,'  of  course."  "And 
what  do  you  think  should  be  done  I  "  "  We  have  two  points 
— (1)  A  universal  weekday  closing  hour  a1;  9  p.m.  We  have 
tried  to  get  this,  and  sometimes  pirtially  succeeded; 
but  if  one  pharmacist  drops  back  to  the  old  hours  all  the 
others  follow  of  course.  (2)  Sunday  closing  at  noon." 
"  And  how  are  medicaments  to  be  got  after  these  hours  for 
pressing  cases  ?  If  you  merely  pull  down  the  shutters,  and 
have  the  night-bell  going  constantly,  you  would  not  gain 
much.  The  Parisian  does  not  understand  Sunday- closing 
very  much."  "Oar  scheme  is  this  :  Paris,  as  you  know,  has 
twenty  arrondissements.  each  of  which  is  divided  into  four 
quarters.  We  propose  that  after  the  legal  closing-hour 
medicaments  should  only  be  obtainable  at  one  pharmacy  in 
each  quarter.  There  would  thus  be  eighty  pharmacies  open 
in  Pans.  The  '  quarters '  are  not  very  big  as  a  rule,  and  no 
one  would  probably  have  more  than  ten  minutes'  walk  " 
"  There  would,  no  doubt,  be  a  good  deal  of  competition  as 
to  which  pharmacy  should  remain  open."  "  One  moment — 
that  is  just  the  point.  The  pharmacy  which  remained 
open  would  be  put  into  the  hands  of  one  of  our 
members— at  any  rate  after  the  legal  closing-hours.  The 
money  received  outside  the  legal  hours  would  be  paid  into 
a  general  fund,  and  the  pre  fits  distributed  equally  among 
all  the  pharmacies  in  the  quarter."  "This  would  draw 
much  trade  to  one  pharmacy."  "The  pharmacies  might 
each  remain  open  in  turn  ;  but  that  is  a  detail.1'  "  And  do 
you  think  you  will  ever  carry  that  out  ?  "  "  Only  by  legis- 
lation, I  fear ;  we  cannot  do  much  yet;  we  are  not  stroDg 
enough.  If  we  could  get  all  the  assistants  to  join,  we  could 
take  some  action."  "How  many  have  yet  to  join?"  "I 
cannot  say  exactly  ;  but  there  are  some  1,500  pharmacies  in 
Paris,  and  there  are  probably  on  an  average  two  or  three 
assistants  in  each ;  so  you  can  see  there  is  plenty  to  do  yet. 
Here  is  our  programme." 

Programme  op  the  Syndical  Association. 

1.  Monopoly  of  supplying  assistants  to  pharmacists. 
2  Establishment  of  legislation. 

3.  Diminution  of  working- hours. 

4.  One  day's  complete  rest  weekly. 

5.  This  day  to  be,  once  a  month  at  least,  a  Sunday. 
6  Regulations  for  night- work. 

7.  Extra  pay  for  do. 

8.  Hygienic  lodgings. 

9.  Right  to  lodge  at  will  outside  the  pharmacy. 

10.  Regulation  of  work  during  meal- hours. 

11.  To  obtain  satisfactory  food  (/loiirritare  conve/table)  from 

employers. 

12.  Right  to  board  oneself  at  will. 

13.  Creation  of  a  sick  fund. 

14.  Do.        an  old-age  fund  for  assistants  having  served 
a  certain  number  of  years. 

15.  Do.        sections  in  Paris  and  provinces,  each  section 
to  contain  at  least  ten  members  of  the  Association. 

16.  Do.        a  study  class  (cours  dc  stage). 

17.  Provision  of  a  scientific  library. 

18.  Foundirjg  a  journal  devoted  to  the  interests  of  assistants. 

19.  Hotel. 


Lady   (to  newly-engagfc!   maid,  in  a  tone  of  polite 

interest):  "What  was  the  cause  of  your  last  mistress's 

lameness?  Did  she  meet  vuih  an  accident?"  "Oh,  no, 
mtcUm  !    It  was  tho-e  variegated  veins." 
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THE  ALLEGED  DEFECTIVE  AERATED-WATER 
BOTTLES. 

On  Saturday,  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  the  case  of 
Bratby  &  Hinchliffe,  aerated-water  bottle  manufacturers,  of 
London,  Glasgow,  and  Manchester,  v.  Brewster  &  Co ,  of 
London  (Wood  and  Turner,  third  parties),  again  came  before 
Mr.  Justice  Mathew,  sitting  without  a  jury  for  the  trial  of 
commercial  causes.  The  plaintiffs'  claim  was  for  140Z  odd 
for  bottles  supplied  to  Brewster  &  Co.  The  latter  pleaded 
that  the  bottles  were  of  faulty  construction,  and  of  no  use 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended,  and  they 
counterclaimed  for  over  650Z.  for  damages  sustained  by  the 
alleged  breach  of  the  contract  by  the  plaintiffs  to  supply 
them  with  a  perfect  article.  Mr.  George  Wood,  of  Hunslet, 
Leeds,  and  Messrs.  Turner,  of  Dewsbury,  were  joined  as 
third  parties,  they  having  made  the  bottles  of  which 
Brewster  complained.  When  the  matter  was  last  before  the 
Court,  Mr.  Justice  Mathew  intimated  that  he  was  of  opinion 
no  case  bad  been  made  out  against  Turner,  and  the  hearing 
was  then  adjourned  to  see  if  the  parties  could  agree  to 
terms.  On  the  case  being  called,  Mr.  Justice  Mathew  asked 
if  any  arrangement  had  been  come  to.  Mr.  McCall,  Q.C. 
(Tor  the  plaintiffs),  was  sorry  to  say  they  had  not  come  to 
terms  on  one  point.  Mr.  Justice  Mathew :  You  must  either 
settle  it  or  fight  it  out.  If  you  want  it  fought  out,  you  must 
have  the  damages  ascertained  as  between  defendants  and 
plaintiffs  and  plaintiffs  and  Wood.  To  do  that  I  must  hear 
the  evidence.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  but  I  am  glad  to  know  from 
this  circumstance  that  all  the  parties  are  opulent  men,  that 
they  have  a  great  regard  for  the  legal  profession,  and  have 
a  desire  tbat  some  of  their  money  should  wander  into  the 
pockets  of  the  most  estimable  people  who  constitute  that 
profession.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  McCall :  That  is  a  matter  for 
Brewster  and  Wood  to  decide.  Mr.  Justice  Mathew :  I  cannot 
do  anything  more  now  except  to  say  that  the  damages 
must  be  estimated.  I  think  I  can  do  that  without  the 
assistance  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Official  Receiver, 
or  any  special  referee.  I  will  hear  the  evidence,  taking  the 
case  on  Saturday  next.  Mr.  Kershaw,  Q.C.  (for  Messrs.  Turner), 
said  he  understood  that  his  clients  were  dismissed  as  third 
parties,  and  that  they  recovered  in  their  counterclaim  of 
130Z.  12s.  6d.  and  costs,  as  against  the  plaintiffs,  for  the 
bottles  they  supplied.  Mr.  Justice  Mathew  replied  that 
Messrs.  Turner  would  have  the  amount  of  their  counterclaim 
and  the  general  costs  of  the  action,  but  so  far  as  any  costs 
were  incurred  by  reason  of  their  setting  up  the  defence  of 
the  defective  condition  of  the  indiarubber  rings  sent  by  the 
plaintiffs,  and  which  they  used,  they  would  not  have  those 
costs,  as  they  had  not  proved  that  the  rings  were  defective. 
He  should  direct  the  Master  to  say  that  Messrs.  Turner  should 
not  be  awarded  any  costs  by  reason  of  their  defence  on  that 
ground.    The  case  was  again  adjourned  for  a  week. 


CHEMICAL  UNDERTAKINGS  IN  COURT. 

Me  Justice  Kekewich,  in  the  Chancery  Court  on  Tuesday 
last,  heard  applications  in  several  chemical  cases  to  enlarge 
the  time  for  which  receivers  and  managers  had  been  appointed 
with  a  limited  period  over  which  to  act.  In  the  action  of 
Sargeant  v.  the  Ruddolph  Laboratory  Company  (Limited), 
counsel  for  the  plaintiff  said  a  declaration  had  been  made  that 
he  was  entitled  to  a  charge  of  500Z.  as  a  debenture-holder, 
the  principal  being  payable  in  1896,  or  in  default — which  had 
occurred — of  payment  of  interest.  A  receiver  and  manager 
was  appointed,  with  power  to  act  until  the  present  time,  and 
it  was  asked  that  this  should  be  extended.  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  said  he  might  act  until  the  end  of  February.  He 
did  not  know  how  many  limited  liability  businesses  in  the 
country  were  now  under  the  supervision  of  the  Court,  bat 
they  must  be  numerous,  and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned  he 
intended  to  make  this  supervision  real  by  requiring  prompt 
'  application  ere  the  expiry  of  any  specified  time  for  managers 
acting  with  regard  to  them,  so  that  the  orders  should  not  be 
regarded  as  merely  formal. 

A  similar  application  for  an  extension  of  a  receiver  and 
manager's  powers  was  made  in  the  action  of  Quayle  v.  the 


Caustic  Soda  and  Chlorine  Syndicate  (Limited) — Mr.  Clare, 
for  the  holder  of  1,785  out  of  a  total  of  2,000  debentures,  in 
which  an  appointment  had  been  ordered  for  a  period  now 
expiring,  asking  that  it  should  be  extended,  and  his  Lordship 
accordingly  extended  it  to  the  end  of  February. 

A  similar  order  for  a  similar  period  was  made  in  the  case 
of  the  General  Assets  Purchase  Company  (Limited)  v.  the 
Thames  Fish  Guano  and  Oil  Company  (Limited). 


M.D.,  U.S.A. 

Ma.  Hampson,  solicitor  to  the  Medical  Defence  Union, 
applied  on  Tuesday  to  Mr.  Sheil  at  the  Westminster  Police- 
court  for  a  summons  against  a  man  who  was  practising  as  a 
doctor  in  Chelsea  and  who,  he  said,  was  not  on  the  register  of 
English  medical  men,  but  used  the  letters  M.D  ,  U  S. A.,  after 
his  name.  Mr.  Sheil  asked  if  the  description  was  correct,  and 
Mr.  Hampson  could  only  say  that  the  man  was  not  registered 
in  England.  Mr.  Sheil  said  if  it  turned  out  that  the  man 
was  a  doctor  of  any  other  country,  there  could  be  no  case 
against  him,  and  refused  to  grant  a  summons. 


SBanfcruptcp  IReports, 


Re  Harry  Boorman  Bainbridge,  60  Pratt  Street,  Camden 
Town,  Manufacturing  Chemist. 

An  application  has  been  made  to  the  Court  for  approval 
of  a  scheme  to  pay  Is,  6d.  in  the  pound  on  liabilities  un- 
secured 8311.  The  debtor  traded  at  60  Pratt  Street  as  The 
Camden  Chemical  Company,  and  at  88  Queen  Street,  Cheap- 
side,  and  38  Aldersgate  Street,  as  The  Hygienic  Co-operative 
Stores.  The  Assistant  Receiver  reported  that  the  debtor  had 
failed  to  deposit  the  money  required  for  the  payment  of  the 
composition  and  charges.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
learned  Registrar  rejected  the  scheme. 


Re  James  Brotch  Johnstone,  218  Kentish  Town  Road, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  public  examination  of  this  bankrupt  was  held  at  the 
London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  November  22,  before  Mr. 
Registrar  Hope. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Brougham,  Official  Receiver,  the  bank- 
rupt said  he  had  traded  at  the  above  address  for  a  little  over 
two  years,  and  previously  at  Southampton  Street,  Camberwell. 
The  latter  business  was  carried  on  for  about  five  months  after 
he  acquired  the  former,  but  was  then  sold  for  135Z.  The 
proceeds  were  applied  partly  to  the  purchase  of  stock  for 
the  new  shop,  and  partly  in  payments  to  wholesale  houses 
for  goods  previously  supplied.  He  borrowed  200Z.  from  a 
Miss  Hart,  to  whom  he  gave  a  stamped  agreement  for  its 
repayment.  When  the  time  for  repayment  arrived  he 
handed  over  the  lease  and  gave  Miss  Hart  a  charge  over 
the  business.  That  was  a  month  before  he  filed  his 
petition.  Unfortunately,  he  drew  up  the  document  with- 
out consulting  his  solicitor,  and  it  was  not  registered  as  a 
bill  of  sale.  He  attributed  his  insolvency  to  having  paid 
too  much  for  the  Kentish  Town  business,  to  having  made  a 
bad  debt  of  50Z.,  to  badness  of  trade,  and  to  overvaluation 
of  the  stock.  When  he  left  the  Camberwell  business  in 
charge  of  a  manager  it  was  making  a  profit,  and  he  then 
anticipated  that  he  could  carry  on  the  two  shops  with 
success.  He  now  owed  about  270Z.,  and  his  assets  did  not 
exceed  10Z.,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  Kentish  Town 
business  ought  to  fetch  350Z.  if  sold  as  a  going  concern,  in 
which  case  the  deficiency  would  be  very  trifling.  The  only 
cash-book  kept  was  the  bankers'  pass-book.  No  balance- 
sheets  had  ever  been  prepared,  nor  had  he  ever  ascertained 
his  exact  financial  position,  but  he  always  knew  within  a 
little  how  he  stood.  Asked  why  he  gave  up  the  business,  he 
explained  that  his  eyesight  was  so  affected  by  a  severe  attack 
of  influenza  that  he  was  unable  to  continue  trading  with 
safety  to  the  public.  At  a  meeting  of  the  creditors  held 
just  before  the  failure  he  suggested  that  they  should  carry 
on  the  business  and  provide  him  with  an  assistant.  That 
offer  was  rejected,  and  soon  afterwards  Miss  Hart  entered 
into  possession  and  closed  the  shop.  This  was  his  first 
failure.    The  examination  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 
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PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Brothwell,  B.,  and  Essam,  W.,  Sheffield,  under  the  style  of 
Brothwell  &  Essam,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

Jones,  J.,  ami  Shaw,  F.,  Clayton,  near  Manchester,  under  the  style 
of  Jones  &  Co.,  rubber -substitute  manufacturers  and  rubber-re- 
claimers. 

Lambert,  A.  J.,  and  Lambert,  E.,  Bradford,  under  the  style  of 

A.  J.  &  E.  Lambert,  surgeon?. 
Mills,  J,  H.,  and  Young,  S.,  Birmingham,  under  the  style  of  J.  H. 

Kills  &  Young,  wholesale  manufacturers  of  mineral  waters,  &c. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  and  1890. 

Adjudications. 

Rogers,  William  Williams,  Swansea,  analytical  chemist  and 
assayer. 

Orders  Made  on  Applications  for  Discharge. 

Estabrook,  Charles  Eugene,  Huddersfield  and  Halifax,  dentist- 
discharge  granted  conditionally. 

Roberts,  David,  Huddarsrield,  proprietor  of  hydropathic  establish- 
ment—discharge  granted  conditionally. 


Beet>0  of  Hrranaement 


Beattie,  James  Walter,  1  Rectory  Terrace,  Sunderland,  surgeon. 
Trustee,  Robert  A.  Brown,  16  John  Street,  Sunderland,  accountant. 
Dated  November  8 ;  tiled  November  13.  Secured  creditors,  125?.  ; 
Liabilities  unsecured,  757/. 5s.  KM. ;  estimated  net  assets,  267/.  14s.  3d. 
The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  $.  d. 

Bankers'  Claims   80  0  0 

Barker,  0.  W.  P.,  Sunderland   16  0  0 

Binns,  H.,  Sunderland  . .       ..       ..       ..       .,  1400 

Brady  &  Martin  .       . .       . .       . .       , .       . .  40  0  0 

Coates,  J.,  Sunderland  . .       .,       ..       .,       ..  15  0  0 

Corder,  A.,  &  Sons,  Sunderland    12  0  0 

Fairtnau,  G.  P.,  Sunderland   16  0  0 

Friend,  H.,  Sunderland    240  0  0 

Heslop,  G.  C,  Sunderland    10  0  0 

Hewlett,  — ,  London    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  145  0  0 

Laidler  &  Robson,  Sunderland    17  0  0 

Maxfield,  —    140  0  0 

Scotney,  M.,  Sunderland    10  0  0 

Service  &  Phillips,  Sunderland    10  0  0 


Brooke,  Thomas  Noden,  25  High  Street,  Doncaster,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Trustee,  Joseph  H.  Glover,  Doncaster,  accountant.  Dated 
November  9  ;  filed  November  15.  Liabilities  unsecured,  572/.  19s.  5d.l 
estimated  net  assets,  219/.  Deed  of  inspectorship  and  assignment  upon 
trust  to  secure  payment  of  a  composition  of  7s.  in  the  pound,  payable 
by  two  equal  instalments  on  February  9  and  May  9, 1893,  both  secured 
by  a  surety.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  s.  d. 

Allison  &  Co.  (Limited),  Hull    39  0  0 

Bankers'  claims   16  0  0 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York   57  0  0 

Fletcher,  — ,  Retford   280  0  0 

Hockin,  Wilson  &  Co.,  London    14  0  0 

Royston,  John,  Doncaster    1200 

Sehweppe  &  Co.,  Liverpool   30  0  0 

Sharp,  Brothers,  London    18  0  0 


How,  Randal  Edward,  26  High  Street,  St.  Clements,  Oxford,  chemist. 
Trustee,  Frederick  Bacon,  Oxford,  accountant.  Dated  November  14 ; 
filed  November  ZJ.  Secured  creditors,  400/.  :  unsecured  liabilities, 
217/.  lis.  Id.;  estimated  net  assets,  150/.   The  following  are  scheduled 


as  creditors  : — 

£   s.  d. 

Barron,  Harveys  &  Co.,  London    31    0  0 

Hill,  A.,  &  Sou,  London    44    0  0 

Maw  &  Co.,  London   29   0  0 


Hyde,  Peter  Caswell,  Lancaster  Avenue,  Fennel  Street,  Manchester, 
and  44  Shakspeare  Street,  Chorlton-on-Medlock,  dealer  in  surgical 
instruments.  Trustee,  John  Watson,  39  Stocks  Street,  Cheetham, 
Manchester,  solicitor's  clerk.  Dated,  November  14  :  filed,  Novem- 
ber 20.  Liabilities  unsecured,  126/.  Is.  10./. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
150/. 


Miller  &  Blaney  (trading  as  Henry  Miller;,  Aliiwn  k,  ;  bVatwi-ivaier 
manufacturer.  Trustee,  Eliai  B.  Gibson,  Aluwick,  accountant.  Dated, 
November  22 :  filed,  November  23.  Liabilities  unsecure  1, 175/.  14s.  4d.  ; 
estimated  net  assets,  45/.   The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s  ,/. 

Gibson,  E.B.,  Alnwick  11   0  0 

Miller,  H.  S.,  Warkworth  New  Barns   80   0  0 

Royse,  Alfred,  339  Lord  Street.  Southport,  chemist.  Trustee,  Peter  E. 
Scarlett,  215  Lord  Street,  Southport,  auctioneer.  Dated  November  19  ; 
filed  November  21.  Unsecured  liabilities,  6C8/.  Fs.  Id.  :  estimated  net 
asse's,  195/.  3s.  lid.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  s.  d. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool        ,.       ..       ..  21  0  0 

Bourne,  Johnson  &  Latimer,  London        ..        ..  12  0  0 

Bjyes.  A.  T.  &  E.,  Mancbester    40  0  0 

Bleasdale  (Limited),  York   27  0  0 

Evans,  Sous  &  Co  ,  Liverpool. .       ..       ..       ..  29  0  0 

Greaves,  B.,  Southport   21  0  0 

Hallmark,  G.,  Stockport    10  0  0 

Jewsbury  &  Brown,  Manchester      . .       . .       . .  13  0  0 

Kershaw,  William  E.  E.,  Middleton   18  0  0 

Luke,  H.,  Southport   75  0  0 

Macnair,  J.,  D.,  &  Co.,  Manchester   31  0  0 

Robson,  H.,  Stockport   10  0  0 

Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  Birmingham          ..  11  0  0 

Wood,  T.  B.,  Middleton    1C0  0  0 


Somerville,  Arthur  (trading  as  the  Newcastle  Drug  Company"),  73  Mile 
End  Road,  South  Shields,  druggist.  Trustee,  William  A.  Smith,  72 
King  Street,  South  Shields,  accountant.  Dated  November  6 ;  filed 
November  li.  Liabilities  unsecured,  91/.  lis.  lid.  ;  estimated  neb 
assets,  52/.  The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£   s.  d. 

Ismay  &  Sons,  Newcistle-upon  Tyne  ..  ..  59  0  0 
Taylor,  Gibson  &  Co.,  Niwcistle-upoa-Tyne      ..      12  0  0 


personalities. 


Mr  H.  Wootton,  of  the  Westminster  C  jllege  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy,  (.a^sed  the  B  Sc.  examination  of  London 
University,  held  in  Ostober  last,  and  was  placed  in  the  tir/oO 
division. 

The  Nottingham  Guardians  have  appointed  Mr.  Walter 
Burton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Manstiali  Rjai,  NoiGiag- 
ham,  as  dispenser  at  Boien  Street  Dispensary,  at  a  salary  of 
60^.  per  year. 

An  excellent  portrait  of  Sir  John  Brunner,  Bart.,  M  P., 
and  an  account  of  the  ammonio-soda  works  at  Northwicb, 
and  of  the  town  itself,  appear  in  the  December  number  of 
the  English  Illustrated  Magazine. 

We  much  regret  that  in  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in 
our  "  Summary  "  last  week  the  writer  nad  confounded  Mr. 
Edmund  Bamford  Taylor,  chemist,  Rochdale,  wich  Mr.  Edward 
Taylor,  chemist,  Rochdale,  in  referring  to  the  death  of  the 
latter.  The  mistike  was  ntturady  very  annoying  to  Mr. 
Edmund  Bamford  Taylor,  to  whom  we  offer  our  sincere 
apology. 

We  notice  that  the  Earl  of  Berkeley  is  a  candidate  for  the 
fellowship  of  the  Chemical  Society.  His  certificate  states 
that  he  is  "  occupied  in  scientific  research  ;  has  studied 
chemistry  and  geology  at  t'te  R  >yal  College  of  Science  ;  and 
is  working  especially  on  the  density  find  crystalline  forms 
of  relatel  salts  in  toe  laboratory,  Chii:t  Church,  Oxford,." 
The  ceitificate  is  signed  by  Messrs.  A.  Vernon  Harcourt, 
W.  Palmer  Wynne,  T.  E.  Thorpe,  and  Wyndham  R  Dunstan 
from  personal  knowledge  ;  and  Dy  Mr.  John  M.  Tnomson  from 
general  knowledge. 

According  to  a  Lmdon  evening  piper,  Mr.  H.  V.  Esmond, 
the  author  of  '  The  Divided  Way,''  is  the  hnsbani  of  Mis3 
Epa  Moore,  whose  elder  sister  is  married  to  another  actor 
named  James.  The  sisters  live  respsctively  in  Hats  at 
Chelsea  and  Clement's  Inn,  Fleet  S  .reet.  A  third  sister,  Lily, 
is  known  on  the  stage  as  Miss  Dacima  Moore.  Sh^  will,  as 
soon  as  the  Antipodean  tour  is  fuished,  marry  Mr.  Leigh, 
one  of  the  actors  in  the  same  company,  who  was  formerly  in 
the  Guard?.  A  fourth  sister,  who  made  a  name  as  a  concert- 
singer,  is  Mrs.  Heath  the  wife  of  a  rich  manufacturer  in  the 
North.  The  father  of  the;e  talented  ladies  is  a  chemist  in 
Brighten. 
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Kiek— Keid.— At  the  Atholl  Arms  Hotel,  Blair  Atholl, 
on  November  19,  by  the  Kev  Chas.  Gordon,  Douglas,  Lanark- 
shire (uncle  of  tbe  bride),  assisted  by  the  Rev.  James  Fraser, 
M.A.,  Blair  Athol),  and  the  Rev.  J.  B.  A.  Gordon,  Largs, 
Ayrshire  (cousin  of  tbe  bride),  John,  Johnston  Kirk,  chemist, 
St.  Andrews,  to  Isabella  Elizibeth,  youngest  daughter  of  the 
late  Wm  Reid,  Biidge  of  Tilt. 

Tomlinson — Jacob  — On  November  19,  at  St.  John's 
Church,  Higher  Broughton,  Manchester,  by  the  Rev.  Stanley 
Swinburne,  M  A.,  Conway,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Tomlinson, 
M.P.S  ,  Yew  Bank,  Cliff  Point,  Broughton,  to  Edith,  second 
surviving  daughter  of  the  late  Arthur  Jacob,  B.A.,  M.I.C.E  , 
and  grand-daughter  of  the  late  Arthur  Jacob,  M.D  ,  of 
Dublin. 

Woollman — -Williams. — A.t  the  Friends'  Meeting-house, 
Hunter  Street,  Liverpool,  Mr.  James  Woollman,  B.A.,  of 
Widnes,  analytical  chemist  to  the  United  Alkali  Company, 
to  Margaret  Maud,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  Geojge  Williams, 
late  chief  of  the  Liverpool  Detective  Department. 


E>eatfo0, 


Buck. — Oa  November  2,  Mr.  Jos.  E.  Buck,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Luton.    Aged  53. 

Fowler. — On  October  29,  Mr.  Philip  H.  Fowler,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Manchester.    Aged  50. 

Gbeaves. — On  November  4,  Mr  Joseph  Greaves,  chemist 
and  druggist,  late  of  Malvern.    Aged  61. 

Geoz. — Mr.  Carl  Groz,  the  former  head,  of  the  old-estab- 
lished firm  of  dealers  in  vegetable  drugs,  Daniel  Grcz  & 
Soehne,  Ebingen,  Wiirtemberg,  died  at  his  lesidtnce  in  that 
town  on  November  19.  Mr.  Grcz,  who  was  very  much  esteemed 
in  his  neighbourhood  on  account  of  his  philanthropic  works, 
retired  from  the  business  a  year  ago  in  lavour  of  one  of  his 
sons.  He  was  at  one  time  a  prominent  jolitician,  and  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  South-German  Democratic  j.aity  in  his 
district. 

Harbison.—  On  November  10,  Mr.  Henry  Harrison,  chemist 
and  druggist,  late  of  South  port.    Aged  63. 

Jackson. — On  November  21,  at  4  Church  Road,  Acton,  Mr. 
C.  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  55  years. 

Mehl. — On  November  20,  Mr.  Wilhelm  Mehl,oneof  the  best 
known  personalities  connected  with  the  drug  trade  of  London, 
died  after  a  short  but  painful  illness  [at  his  residence  at  Nor- 
wood. Mr.  Mehl  was  born  in  Stuttgart  in  1837,  and  served 
his  apprenticeship  to  the  drug  trade  from  1852  to  1855  in  the 
old-established  diug  firm  of  Louis  Davernoy,  in  his  native 
city.  In  1860  he  migrated  to  England  and  was  for  many 
years  connected  with  the  drug  house  of  H.  C.  Schceidt,  which 
is  now  merged  in  the  firm  of  Ziegele,  Schneidt  &  Co.  He  was 
subsequently  connected  with  the  drug  department  of  a  large 
firm  of  drug-importers  and  metal- dealers  in  Moorgate  Street, 
and  about  1870  established  the  export  drug-business  firm  of 
Jahn,  Mehl  &  Co  ,  in  partnership  with  a  former  colleague  of 
his  from  Duvernoy's.  This  venture,  in  spite  of  the  assiduity 
with  which  both  partners  worked,  was  not  a  success,  partly  on 
account  of  heavy  losses  incurred  by  the  house  in  France 
after  the  Franco- German  war,  and  after  a  while  Mr.  Mehl 
returned  as  manager  to  the  firm  of  Schneidt,  the  business  of 
which  he  carried  on  after  the  death  of  the  founder  of  the 
house.  Some  five  years  ago  he  returned  to  Germany,  where 
he  had  been  offered  a  responsible  position  in  the  firm  of  F. 
C.  Boehringer  &  Sons,  at  Waldhof,  near  Mannheim.  From 
thence  he  again  returned  to  London  in  1893,  and  since  that 
time  had  been  engaged  in  Mincing  Lane  in  his  old  calling, 
being  connected  at  the  time  of  his  death  with  the  firm  of 
Keck  &  Co.  Mr.  Mehl  was  very  popular  among  all  classes 
of  men  in  the  drug  trade,  and  as  recently  as  the  drug- 
auctions  of  November  7  he  seemed  full  of  life  and  good 
spirits.    There  were  few  men  who  possessed  a  wider  know- 


ledge of  the  drug  and  general  import  trade.  Mr.  Mehl  was 
an  amateur  musician  of  considerable  talent. 

Peat. — Mr.  William  Henry  Peat,  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  Lewis  &  Peat,  produce-brokers,  of  6  MinciDg  Lane, 
E.G.,  died  on  Friday  last,  November  22,  at  his  residence, 
"  South  Hayes,"  on  Wimbledon  Cjmmon,  in  his  79th  year. 
Mr.  Peat  had  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in  the 
business-life  of  the  City  for  considerably  over  half  a  century, 
and  in  the  produce-market,  with  which  he  had  been  more 
specially  associated,  general  regtet  was'  expressed  at  his 
death.  Mr.  Peat  was  born  at  Kentish  Town,  in  London,  on. 
January  9,  18L7,  in  the  house  in  which  Theodore  Hook 
had  formerly  lived.  As  Hook  was  away  in  Mauritius 
from  1813  to  1818,  and  was  only  25  when  he  left  for  that 
island,  his  occupancy  of  the  Kentish  Town  house  must 
have  taken  place  while  he  was  yet  unknown  to  farne^ 
A  greater  contrast  to  the  eminently  successful  Mincing  Lane 
produce-broker  than  Theodore  Hook,  the  happy-go-lucky, 
wit,  novelist,  and  political  pamphleteer,  it  is  hardly  possible 
to  imagine.    When  Hook  was  writing  the  first  of  his- 


now-forgotten  novels,  Mr.  Peat,  at  the  age  of  17,  wa& 
apprenticed  to  the  drug-business  in  the  firm  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Lewis,  of  26  Martin's  Lane,  Cannon  Street,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal London  drug-brokers.  Mr.  Lewis's  house  was  even  at 
that  time  a  generation  old  at  least,  as  a  price-list  of  drugs, 
printed  for  Jepson  &  Lewis,  24  Cannon  Street,  London,  and 
dated  August  13, 1816,  which  now  hangs  as  a  heirloom  in 
Messrs.  Lewis  &  Peat's  offices,  testifies.  Mr.  Peat  distin- 
tinguished  himself  during  his  three  years'  apprenticeship 
by  those  qualities  of  urbanity,  activity,  and  mercantile  skill 
which  have  been  among  his  most  strongly- marked  charac- 
teristics throughout  life.  He  gradually  became  one  of  the 
best  judges  of  drugs  and  general  produce,  and  one  of  the 
keenest  business-men  in  Mincing  Lane.  In  1846  Mr.  Arthur 
Lewis  retired  from  business,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,, 
William  Plasket  Lewis  and  by  Mr.  Peat,  the  style  of  the  firm 
being  then  changed  to  that  of  "  Lewis  &  Peat,"  which  it  now 
bears.  Mr.  W.  P.  Lewis  died  some  time  afterwards,  and  at 
Mr.  Lewis,  sen.'s,  request,  Mr.  Jas.  MacGregor  Mackay  was 
taken  into  the  partnership  in  the  place  of  the  deceased' 
gentleman.  For  some  time  afterwards  the  firm  was  known 
as  Lewis,  Peat  &  Mackay,  but  when  Mr.  Mackay  withdrew 
from  the  concern  the  previous  style  was  resumed.  In  the 
meantime  the  firm's  business  had  been  removed  to  11 
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Mincing  Lane,  and  the  house  continued  to  prosper  as  it  had 
done  in  the  past.  The  house  of  Lewis  &  Peat  had  always 
been  one  of  the  foremost  in  the  produce  trade,  and 
under  Mr.  Peat's  guidance  it  became  one  of  the  largest 
firms  of  produce- brokers  in  London.  Besides  the  usual 
drugs  and  drysalteries,  the  firm  handle  ivory,  pepper 
and  other  spices,  ostrich  feathers,  coffee,  cocoa,  tor- 
toiseshell,  mother- o'- pearl  shells,  and  a  variety  of  other 
produce.  Mr.  Peat  concentrated  his  energy  almost  entirely 
upon  the  management  of  his  own  business.  What  time  he 
could  spare  from  it  was  given  to  the  London  Commercial 
Sale  Kooms,  a  company  owning  the  large  building  in  Mincing 
Lane  which  is  used  as  an  Exchange,  and  where  sales  of  pro- 
duce are  also  held.  Mr.  Peat  was  a  director  of  this  company 
until  his  death.  He  was  also  elected  the  first  president  of 
the  London  Produce  Brokers'  Association  when  that  body 
was  formed  in  1876,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  council  of 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  deceased,  who  was 
a  pronounced  Conseivative,  never  took  any  active  part,  either 
in  municipal  or  in  national  politics,  although  he  was  often 
urged  to  do  so  by  his  fiiends,  and  certainly  possessed  in  no 
mean  degree  the  qualities  of  fluency  of  speech,  self-posses- 
sion, and  good  nature  which  are  such  valuable  ingredients 
in  the  making  of  a  politician.  Many  years  ago  Mr.  Peat 
bought  the  freehold  of  No.  6  Mincing  Lane,  and  removed  the 
offices  of  his  business  to  that  building,  where  they  remain 
until  this  day.  At  Mr.  Peat's  death  the  firm  consisted 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Peat  himself,  his  sons  Arthur  Robert  and 
James  Ernest,  Mr.  Andrew  Devitt,  who  became  a  partner 
in  1880,  after  having  been  connected  with  the  firm  some 
six  or  seven  years  before  that  time,  and  Mr.  S.  S.  Duval. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Peat  married,  in  1846,  Fanny,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Mr.  K.  Roxby,  of  Durham.  Mrs.  Peat  pre- 
deceased her  husband  by  about  ten  years,  and  of  the  seven 
•children  of  the  union  five  survive.  Two  of  Mr.  Peat's  sons 
are  partners  in  the  Mincing  Line  business,  his  eldest 
•daughter  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Robert  Purvis  (who  was  elected 
M.P.  for  Peterborough  last  year  as  a  Liberal-Unionist,  after 
having  twice  contested  that  city  unsuccessfully),  and  his 
youngest  daughter  married  Major-Ganeral  Kenyon-Stow. 

*  TfJBBS.—  On  November^,  Mr.  T.  K.  Tabbs,  chemist  and 
•druggist,  Lynn.    Aged  80. 


ZTraoe  Botes. 


Mb.  J.  A.  Robertson,  Eyemouth,  not  Fraserbirgb,  is  the 
maker  of  the  "Golden  Seal  Cough-mixture  and  Stomach 
Tonic"  referred  to  in  this  column  last  week. 

Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Son,  Blackheath,  S.E  ,  have  re- 
ceived the  silver  medal  at  the  Stanley  Show  for  their 
"Primus  "  camera,  as  the  best  one  for  a  cyclist,  and  a  special 
bronza  medal  for  their  gas  lantern,  considered  as  a  novelty. 
The  feature  of  the  lantern  is  that  it  is  fitted  with  the  incan- 
descent gas  burner. 

The  directors  of  the  Condal  Water,  7  Lambeth  Hill» 
London,  E.C.  are  anxious  to  get  a  vote  of  the  trade  in 
respect  to  certain  features  of  their  system  of  preventing 
the  cutting  of  the  prices  of  this  water.  They  also  offer  to 
the  trade  some  preference  in  their  enterprise.  They  will 
fee  glad  to  send  their  voting- paper,  with  prospectus  of  their 
company,  to  any  chemist  who  will  apply  for  the  same, 
whether  he  sells  the  water  or  not. 

Messes.  Fletcheb,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  of  Holloway,  N., 
are  sending  out  to  medical  practitioners  an  elegant  pamphlet, 
entitled  "Clinical  Reports  on  Certain  Typical  Cases  Treated 
with  Fletcher's  Hydrobromates."  We  mention  the  matter 
for  two  reasons  :  first,  because  it  is  the  first  of  a  series  and 
is  admirably  printed  ;  second,  because  dispensers  are  all  the 
better  for  knowing  about  things  that  are  likely  to  have  an 
effect  upon  the  prescriptions  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
dispense. 

Portable  Vapour  diffuser — Since  we  described  the 
simple  attachment  designed  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Procter,  of 
Hammersmith,  for  converting  an  ordinary  kettle  into  a 
'bronchitis  one,  he  has  improved  it  by  making  the  tin  disc 
stouter  and  by  riveting  the  carriers  for  the  sliding  wiieS 


clip,  which  previously  had  a  tendency  to  give  way  when  only 
soldered.  The  diffuser  is  now  packed  in  a  triangular  card- 
board box.    Messrs.  John  Singer  &  Son3  are  the  agents. 

Movillette  Pince  nez. — About  a  year  ago  we  de- 
scribed these  admirable  eyeglasses,  introduced  by  Messrs.  J. 
Raphael  &  Co.,  13  Oxford  Street,  W.,  and  we  were  not  surprised 
that  they  caught  on,  in  the  trade  sense,  and  that  so  well 
that  imitations  of  the  Movillette  were  soon  in  the  market. 
Apart  altogether  from  the  ethical  consideration  of  such 
practices,  we  should  think  it  difficult  to  attain  the  end  of 
the  "  Movillette  "  without  infringing  the  patents,  and  that  this 
is  so  is  evident  from  the  injunction  granted  last  week  by 
Mr.  Justice  Chitfcy  to  Messrs.  Raphael  against  a  firm  who 
have  so  infringed  the  patents. 

In  Pears's  Annual  for  Christmas,  1895,  we  have  a  reprint 
of  Dickens's  famous  story  of  "  The  Haunted  Man."  It  is 
probable  that  in  the  current  generation  of  story  readers  there 
are  many  youths  and  maidens  to  whom  "The  Haunted 
Man  "  may  be  a  nesv  acquaintance.  These  are  to  be  envied. 
But  those  who  first  enjoyed  it  thirty  years  ago  will  be 
delighted,  we  should  think,  to  welcome  as  Christmas  guests 
their  old  friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tetterby,  Johnnie  and  the 
baby,  as  well  as  Mr.  Rsdlaw,  the  chemist,  who  figure  among 
the  thirty  spiiited  and  very  happy  illustrations  which  Mr. 
Charles  Green,  R.I.,  contributes  to  this  edition.  With  this 
annual  we  understand  that  Messrs.  Pears  have  completed 
their  series  of  illustrated  reprints  of  Dickens's  Christmas 
stories.  The  success  of  their  enterprise  is  manifested  by 
the  fact  that  they  are  printing  320  000  copies  of  this  number, 
the  whole  of  which  have  been  ordered  in  advance  by  the 
trade.  Appended  to  the  story  proper  are  several  new  ballads 
with  a  Pears'  soap  application,  and  supplementary  to  it  are 
three  very  fine  chromo  reproductions  of  paintings,  which 
strike  us  as  among  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best,  of  that 
class  of  work  which  this  Christmas  is  likely  to  bring  forth. 

Amongst  the  more  striking  pages  in  our  advertise- 
ments this  week  is  one  by  Messrs.  W.  Kemp  &  Sod,  of  Horn- 
castle,  who  ask  the  attention  of  the  trade  to  the  price-list 
which  they  have  inserted  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary.  As  we  write  this  note  our  publishing  staff  is  busy 
dispatching  the  Diaries  to  subscribers  whose  subscriptions 
do  not  expire  to  day,  and  the  book  is  so  much  bigger  and 
better  than  before  that  we  feel  sure  everyone  who  gets  it 
will  find  it  as  fascinating  as  a  novel.  The  real  object  of 
Messrs.  Kemp's  advertisement  this  week  is  to  tell  the 
trade,  if  one  may  regard  the  Diary  as  a  novel,  that  the 
secret  of  the  mystery  (i  e ,  low  prices)  is  immured  in  the 
castle  which  figures  on  page  43,  and  prefaces  their  condensed 
price-list.  They  have  been  good  enough  to  tell  us  what  the 
secret  is — viz ,  that  their  price-list  takes  the  place  of 
travellers.  So  by  keeping  these  gentlemen  in  the  castle 
Messrs.  Kemp  are  able  to  quote  exceptional  prices  for 
drugs,  chemicals,  pharmaceutical  preparations,  and  packed 
articles.  Another  point  from  the  firm.  They  are  intro- 
ducing "  Haylis"  wines  to  the  trade,  and  one  of  the  Diary 
advertisements  is  devoted  to  them.  We  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  sampling  the  wines,  which  are  medicated,  and  find 
them  to  be  very  good.  The  prices  at  which  they  are  offered 
in  whole  and  half  bottles  leave  a  good  margin  of  profit. 
A  small  pamphlet  in  regard  to  these  wines  will  be  ready 
shortly,  and  a  copy  of  it  may  be  obtained  from  the  firm  on 
application. 


Mother  of  many  children  (to  mistress  of  household) 
"  I  have  just  come  round  to  say,  ma'am,  I  shan't  be  able  to 
do  your  washing  Monday,  nor  yet  for  six  weeks."  Mistress 
(absolutely  appalled  at  the  prospect  of  soiled  linen  ahead)  : 
"  Why,  what  has  happened  ?  "  "  It's  my  litt'e  girl.  She  did 
not  seem  very  well,  and  I  wasi  going  to  bath  her,  when  I  saw 
some  spots  ;  so  I  gave  her  instead  a  drop  of  hot  brandy-and- 
water,  and  wrapped  her  up  warm,  atd  thought  she  was 
better  ;  but  the  doctor,  he  omes,  and  tells  me  it  is  scarlet- 
fever,  and  I  mustn't  ero  out  to  wa=h  fc:  six  weeks.  'But 
what  am  I  to  do,  sir  ?'  I  asked  ;  '  I'll  lose  all  my  work.'  'I 
can't  help  that,' he  says ;  'it'll  be  at  your  own  peril  if  you 
leave  the  house.  I  mu=t  report  the  case  to  the  insanity 
authorities.'"  After  which  statement  t!.ere  was,  of  course, 
no  more  to  be  ;aid. 
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INFRINGEMENT     OF     TRADE  MARK, 


SAN  IT  AS." 


82  Park  End,  Bromley,  Kent, 
Dear  Sirs,  26th  November,  1895. 

I  beg  to  express  regret  that  I  have  inadvertently  sold 
a  Disinfectant  Preparation  under  the  name  of  "Sanatee,"  and, 
in  consideration  of  your  not  instituting  proceedings  against  me, 
I  hereby  undertake  to  teak:  no  further  use  of  that  word,  which, 
now  that  you  have  called  my  attention  to  the  matter,  I  admit  is 
an  infringement  of  your  rights. 

1  also  agree  to  hand  over  to  you  for  destruction  all  printed 
matter  of  which  that  word  forms  a  part. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)  E.  MONKHOUSE. 

To  the  "Sanitas"  Company  (Limited), 
Bethnal  Green,  London,  E. 


In  Bulk. 


In  Bottles. 


MALT  EXTRACT  I  EXTRACT  of  MALT, 

WITH  OOD  LIVER  OIL.       I  LIQUID. 

CONCENTRATED  DRY  EXTRACT  OF  MALT 

IN  POWDER. 

These  are  made  in  vacuo  from  thoroughly  sound  malt  of  the  best  Pale 
Barley  only,  kave  the  maximum  proportion  of  diastase,  and  are  suitable 
for  export  to  all  climates. 


TRADE  MARK  REGISTRATIONS- 

(HOME,  FOREIGN,  AND  COLONIAL.) 

/Mod ejpmte  I  r\  el  usive  Fees. 

SEARCHES,    REPORTS;  DESIGNS. 
T.  B.  BROWNE,  l.d.,  163,  Queen  Victoria  St., EC. 


CIRCULARS   and   PRICE  LISTS. 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

The  best  and  cheapest  way  'for  Wholesale  Druggists, 
Druggists'  Sundriesmen,  Chemical  Manufacturers,  Perfumers, 
Soap  Makers,  Manufacturers  of  Surgical  Goods,  and  all 
others  who  do  business  with  the  Retail  Drug  Trade,  to 
distribute  their  Price  Lists,  or  Circulars  regarding  their 
Manufactures,  is  through  the 

WINTER  ISSUE  OF  "THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST." 

This  issue  will  be  published  on  January  25,  1896,  and  will 
be  addressed  to  the  best  buyers  of  Druggists' Goods  in  the 
British  Empire,  and  many  firms  in  other  parts  of  the  world 
who  do  business  with  the  Unittd  Kingdom.  Our  complete 
registers  of  namts  •  and  addresses,  the  result  of  nearly 
40  years'  correspondence  and  work  of  Agents  on  the  spot, 
enables  us  to  place  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  who  be;t  appreciate  the  efforts  of  adver- 
tisers. Full  particulars  in  regard  to  the  Winter  Issue  may 
be  obtained  from 

The  PUBLISHER, 
"The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

MOLLER'S  HYDROXYL=FREE  OIL. 

A  New  Method  of  Manufacturing  Cod=liver  Oil. 


JOHN  MOSS  &  CO., 

Galen  Works,  Wilson  St,  New  Cross  Road,  London,  S.E. 


"An  Excellent  Wine."— 77i<"  Lancet. 
Soie  Proprietors* 


Can  be  taken  by  persons 
acutely  sensitive  to  Quinine 
or  Bark  without  causing 
the  slighest  headache  or 
disturbance  of  digestion. 


Fletcher. Fletgher  &  £°  Hoiioway.  London 


Ml 


|||| 


The  Primitive  Process  dates  back  to  the  Palaeolithic  age  of  Northern 
Europe,  ai.u  its  modus  operandi  was  to  keep  the  livers  till  they  became 
putrid  and  trie  oil,  &c,  exuded  from  them. 

The  Steam  Process,  which  we  introduced  in  1853,  revolutionised  the 
manufacture,  and  its  product— the  colourless  oil — has  since  occupied  the 
place  of  the  old  brown  oils. 

The  New  Process  now  being  introduced  is  the  second  important  ad- 
vance in  the  system  of  manufacture,  and  its  product— the  hydroxyl-free 
oil — is  as  essentially  different  from  steam-prepared  oil  as  that  was  from 
the  brown  oil.   

Full  particulars,  prices,  &c,  on  application  to — 

PETER  MOLLER, 

LONDON    OFFICES—  43  SNOW    HILL,  E.C. 

PATENTS,  D£8]0NST&  TRADE  MARKS. 

Searches  effected  through  the  Classified  Volumes  of  the  Society 
free  of  charge.     Registrations  throughout,  the  world.  Advice 
as  to  infringements  preliminary  to  litigation. 

APPLY— 

TRADE    MARK    PROTECTION  SOCIETY, 

1  FURNIVAL  STREET,  E.C. 


THE   "C.  &    D."  DIARY   FOR  1896. 

We  were  the  first  people  on  earth  to  supply  a  trade  diary  in? 
connection  with  a  trade  journal,  and  as  a  part  of  the  equiva- 
lent for  the  subscription  thereto.  We  did  not  patent  the- 
idea,  and  now  it  is  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception  for 
trade  journals  to  give  an  annual  diary  to  their  subscribers. 
We  hope  the  effect  has  been  that  a  great  many  thousands  of 
traders  keep  diaries  who  never  did  so  before  1869,  nor  would 
have  done  so  now  if  it  had  not  been  for  oar  beneficent 
idea.  Lord  Bicon  said  something  to  the  effect  that  there 
was  nothing  like  a  regular  use  of  The  Chemists'  AND* 
Druggists'  Diary  to  make  a  good  business  man  of  the 
chemist  and  druggist.  We  are  not  quoting  his  exact  words* 
for  we  forget  them,  but  if  they  were  anything  like  the  re- 
mark we  have  cited  Bacon  was  right.  And  we  may  inter- 
polate here  that  no  master  can  do  a  better  service  to  his 
appientice  for  life  than  to  train  him  to  the  regular  and 
business- like  use  of  a  diary. 

Our  Diaries  for  1895  will  be  distributed  in  the  United 
KiDgdom  within  the  next  few  days.  Every  subscriber  whose 
name  is  on  our  books  for  December  of  this  year  is  entitled  to 
a  copy,  which  should  be  delivered  to  him  free.  If,  however, 
as  may  happen  in  a  few  instances,  the  carrier  should  demand 
a  charge  for  delivery,  subscribers  will  oblige  us  by  paying 
that  charge,  taking  a  receipt,  and  forwarding  this  to  us,  when 
the  amount  paid  will  be  refunded. 

The  Diary  this  year  has  a  great  many  new  features,  which 
we  need  not  enlarge  upon.  The  usefulness  of  a  number  of 
its  articles  will,  we  hope,  be  apparent  to  the  practical 
pharmacist  as  soon  as  he  examines  the  book.  In  a  series  of 
articles  on  "Hosvto  Posh  Trade,"  we  have  endeavoured  to 
give  some  half-dozen  or  more  ideas  appropriate  to  every 
month  throughout  the  year.    We  cannot  expect  that  all 
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these  ideas  will  bear  fruit  in  every  case,  but  if  one  does  it 
should  pay  for  next  year's  subscription.  In  view  of  the 
anticipated  battle  with  the  companies  in  1896  we  have 
compiled  for  this  Diary  a  directory  of  all  the  companies  on 
the  register  formed  for  carry  iDg  on  pharmaceutical  businesses, 
with  details  of  their  constitution,  capital,  &c.  A  number 
of  these  are,  of  course,  quite  bona  pie  concerns,  but  the  list 
will  show  in  a  striking  way  to  what  an  extent  qualification 
by  registration  merely  has  been  carried.  We  give  a  number 
of  special  legal  articles,  and  also  show  how  to  carry  on  a  pho- 
tographic trade  and  "  how  to  do  "  a  great  many  other  things 
which  chemists  often  want  to  know  about.  We  give  all  the 
usual  reference- matter  expected  to  be  found  in  first-class 
diaries,  and  we  give  most  of  this  information  in  a  fuller 
manner  than  it  is  printed  in  any  other  book  of  reference  that 
we  know  of.  Lastly,  we  supply  a  card  illustrative  of  the 
metric  system,  which  can  either  be  hung  up  in  a  convenient 
corner  or  used  as  an  extra  bookmarker. 

Wholesale  houses  and  manufacturers  have  used  the 
advertisement  pages  of  the  Diary  more  freely  this  year  than 
on  any  previous  occasion,  and  in  order  to  render  their 
announcements  particularly  useful  to  the  trade  we  have 
given  extra  care  to  the  compilation  of  the  Buyers'  Guide,  an 
alphabetical  index  of  all  the  articles  advertised  in  the  book. 
This  Buyers'  Guide  is  now  regularly  referred  to  in  thousands 
of  pharmacies  at  home  and  abroad,  and  we  know  that  it  is 
much  appreciated  in  those  merchants'  offices  where  indents 
for  druggists'  goods  are  received.  We  hope  chemists  will 
always  refer  to  it  before  writing  to  us  for  the  names  of 
makers  of  special  goods. 

May  we  ask  this  year  for  a  larger  vote  than]  ever  on  our 
coupons  ?  Some  of  the  questions  put  are  new.  We  want  to 
ascertain  (1)  (to  encourage  the  others)  which  advertisement 
in  the  whole  book  strikes  readers  as  the  most  effective" 
When  we  ask  (4)  which  is  the  best-looking  page  in  the 
Diary,  we  want  the  reply  to  be  simply  the  folio.  The  page 
may  be  a  single  advertisement,. it  may  be  made  up  of  several 
advertisements,  or  it  may  be  one  page  from  a  large  many- 
page  advertisement.  When  we  ask  (5,  6,  7)  for  a  vote  for 
some  particular  pharmaceutical  or  chemical  product,  toilet 
article,  or  profitable  extra,  we  do  nob  ask  for  reasons  why 
this  article  is  voted  for.  We  merely  want  a  vote.  We 
suppose  generally  the  voter  will  select  an  article  which  he 
approves  or  which  in  some  way  is  profitable  to  him,  but  this 
does  not  necessarily  follow.  By  "  profitable  extra  "  we  mean 
some  article  advertised  which  is  a  little  outside  the  drug- 
business  proper.  Similar  remarks  to  those  made  in  regard 
to  goods  apply  to  our  request  for  votes  for  the  London, 
provincial,  and  colonial  or  foreign  advertiser.  We  shall  not 
assume  from  the  vote  that  the  firms  who  come  out  at  the 
top  of  either  of  the  lists  are  more  virtuous,  more  worthy,  or 
better  in  any  respect  than  those  who  may  happen  to  be 
below  them.  We  suppose  voters  will  in  most  cases  select 
their  "  favourite  "  firms,  but  we  ask  them  simply  to  cast  a 
vote  for  one  or  the  other  of  our  advertisers  in  the  classes 
specified,  and  the  result  must  be  regarded  as  decided  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  fortune  of  war. 


NEW  FACTS    ABOUT  IPECACUANHA. 

Last  year  Dr.  B.  H.  Paul  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Cownley  practically 
concluded  their  investigations  upon  ipecacuanha  wherein 
they  exhaustively  reviewed  the  chemical  literature  on  the 
subject,  and  threw  fresh  light  upon  the  alkaloidal  principles  of 
the  drug.  The  results  of  the  investigation  were  contributed 
to  the  journal  which  Dr.  Paul  conducts,  and  they  perhaps 
attracted  more  attention  upon  the  Continent  than  in  Great 


Britain.  Previous  to  this  investigation  we  were  accustomed 
to  regard  emetine  as  the  active  and  sole  emetic  principle  of 
ipecacuanha;  these  investigators,  however,  isolated  from 
the  root  (in  the  first  instance,  we  believe  from  that  some- 
times known  as  "New  Granada"  ipecacuanha,  but  more 
widely  known  in  commerce  as  "  Cartagena "  root)  a  new 
alkaloid,  cephaeline,  C,4H2(;"N02I  which  differs  from  emetine, 
,  C^HjjNOo,  in  containing  a  CtL  group  less,  so  that  emetine 
may  be  regarded  as  methyl-cephaeline.  They,  for  the  first 
time,  obtained  emetine  in  a  pure  state,  and  the  characteristics 
of  this  alkaloid  and  of  cephaeline  may  conveniently  be 
summed  up  as  follows  : — 


Emetine. 

TJncrystallisable 
Forms  crystalline  salts 
Fu6es  at  68°  C. 
Readily  soluble  in  ether, 

alcohol,  and  chloroform 
Insoluble  in  alkalies 


Cephaeline. 

Orystallisable 

Forms  crystalline  salts 

Fuses  at  102°  0. 

Not  so  soluble  in  ether,  &c,  as 

emetine 
Soluble  in  alkalies 


Paul  and  Cownley  also  obtained  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
a  third  alkaloid  in  ipecacuanha,  but  it  is  present  in  small 
proportion.  There  is  a  larger  proportion  of  cephaeline  in 
Cartagena  ipecacuanha  than  in  Rio  root,  but  both  contain 
emetine. 

The  importance  of  these  results  has  been  emphasised  by  a- 
thorough  pharmacological  study  of  the  alkaloids  recently 
made  by  Dr.  Robert  B.  Wild,  M.Sc,  assistant-lecturer  on 
materia  medica  and  therapeutics  at  Owens  College.  Dr. 
Wild  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Manchester  Medical  Society,  which  was  published  in  full  in 
last  week's  Lancet.  He  experimented  with  cephaeline 
hydrochloride  and  emetine  hydrochloride  supplied  to  him  by 
Dr.  Paul,  and  he  studied  the  action  of  the  drugs  upon  him- 
self and  two  volunteers,  the  purely  physiological  experiments 
being  made  upon  frogs  and  a  tortoise.  The  results,  as  a 
whole,  show  that  cephaeline  is  twice  as  powerful  an  emetic 
as  emetine,  but  the  latter  is  a  much  superior  stimulant  of  the 
mucous  membrane.  We  may,  however,  quote  the  summary 
of  Dr.  Wild's  results,  as  being  of  permanent  interest : — 

Both  cephaeline  and  emetine  possessed  a  powerful  emetic 
action  ;  the  emetic  dose  of  the  latter  was.  however,  about 
double  that  of  the  former.  In  non-emetic  doses  the  degree 
of  nausea  produced  by  cephaeline  was  also  about  double  that 
produced  by  emetine.  Both  alkaloids  lowered  the  arterial 
tension,  and  little  difference  was  apparent  in  small  doses, 
but  the  depression  produced  by  the  emetic  dose  of  cephaeline 
was  less  than  that  produced  by  the  larger  emetic  dose  of 
emetine ;  cephaeline  appeared,  therefore,  to  be  distinctly 
preferable  where  a  non-depressing  emetic  was  desired.  Both 
alkaloids  caused  contraction  of  the  blood-vessels  after  destruc- 
tion of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  but  emetine  was  distinctly 
more  active  than  cephaeline  :  1  in  10,000  of  the  latter  pro- 
duced little  if  any  effect,  while  1  in  20,000  of  emetine  was 
followed  by  marked  contraction.  On  the  heart  no  appreci- 
able difference  could  be  made  out.  Both  acted  as  muscle- 
poisons,  but  cephaeline  had  the  greater  toxic  power,  and  also 
caused  irritation  of  the  motor  nerve  endings  and  contracture. 
On  the  secretions  salivation  was  well-marked  wherever 
there  was  nausea.  Emetine  caused  a  flow  of  watery  mucus 
from  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  when  a  full  dose  was  given ; 
this  was  not  noticed  after  cephaeline.  It  is  possible  that 
the  expectorant  action  of  ipecacuanha  is  due  to  a  similar 
action  of  emetine  upon  the  other  portions  of  the  respiratory 
mucous  membrane.  Intestinal  peristalsis  and  a  loose  motion 
at  times  followed  the  administration  of  either  alkaloid ; 
there  was  never  any  marked  purgation.  No  effect  was 
noticed  upon  the  secretion  of  the  skin  or  upon  the  amount 
of  urine.  Assuming  the  view  that  emetine  is  methylcephae- 
line  to  be  correct,  it  would  seem  that  the  chief  effect  of  the 
addition  of  the  CIL  group  was  to  markedly  reduce  the  action 
of  the  compound  upon  the  convulsive  or  vomiting  centre  in 
the  medulla  oblongata,  and  also  to  diminish  the  irritating 
effect  upon  motor  nerve  endings.  The  methyl  compound  had, 
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•on  the  other  hand,  a  more  pawerfal  action  as  a  local  vaso- 
constrictor. With  regard  to  therapeutic  use,  it  seems 
probable  that  in  cephaeline  we  have  a  powerful  and 
certain  emetic,  singularly  free  from  depressing  effects 
when  given  in  doses  of  from  5  to  10  milligrammes  (from 
4j  gr.  to  £  gr.)  ;  its  action,  however,  is  too  slow  to  prove  of 
much  service  in  cases  of  poisoning,  but  in  all  other  cases 
where  emesis  is  desired  it  appears  well  worthy  of  trial.  In 
acute  catarrhal  and  febrile  conditions,  as  an  expectorant,  and 
for  all  the  uses  of  ipecacuanha  where  vomiting  is  not  desired, 
•emetine  in  small  doses  seems  likely  to  prove  of  considerable 
value,  and  also  as  an  emetic  in  larger  doses  of  from  10  to 
20  milligrammes  (from  £  gr.  to  I  gr)  when  a  more 
depressing  action  is  required.  The  powerful  local  constrict- 
ing effect  upon  blood-vessels  may  also  prove  useful  in 
'hypeiscmic  and  inflammatory  conditions.  The  wide  varia- 
tions in  the  activity  of  the  pharmacopoeial  preparations  of 
ipecacuanha  may  not  unlikely  be  due  to  variations  in  the 
quantities  and  relative  proportions  of  the  alkaloids  which 
'they  contain,  and  the  use  of  the  pure  alkaloids  may  render 
one  of  our  most  valuable  remedies  of  still  greater  service. 

Another  consideration  which  these  results  raise  is  the 
place  which  Cartagena  ipecacuanha  is  to  take  in  medicine. 
Doubtless,  it  may  be  an  advantage  to  administer  the  alka- 
loids, but  the  long  use  of  galenical  preparations  and  their 
popularity  will  maintain  these  medicines  in  the  place  which 
they  hold,  and  it  is  evident  that  this  inquiry  leaves  Cartagena 
ipecacuanha  in  a  better  position  than  it  was  before. 


PHARMACY    FOR  ANALYSTS. 

■Of  all  the  applications  of  chemistry  none  is  so  high  in  public 
importance  as  the  branch  instituted  by  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  which  has  been  entrusted  to  public  analysts. 
The  bearing  that  their  work  has  upon  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity and  upon  commercial  integrity  is  a  sufficient  justi- 
fication of  the  frequent  references  which  we  make  to  the 
subject,  especially  as  the  business  of  chemists  and  druggists 
is  in  a  measure  looked  after  by  the  inspectors  under  the  Act. 
The  occasion  of  the  present  note  is  the  publication  of  a 
small  volume  by  Messrs.  T.  H.  Pearmain  and  C.  G.  Moor, 
•entitled  "  Aids  to  the  Analysis  of  Food  and  Drugs  "  (Bail- 
liere,  3s.  6d.).  If  we  were  always  to  judge  of  a  book  by  its 
size,  this  volume  would  not  hold  high  rank ;  but  the  small 
boards  enclose  a  great  deal  of  valuable  material,  which  is 
chiefly  the  result  of  the  personal  experience  of  the  authors. 
It  is  the  drug-section  upon  which  we  can  speak  with  autho- 
rity, and  we  find  that  on  the  whole  this  is  well  done.  Again, 
however,  we  have  to  complain  of  the  sameness  which  charac- 
tarises  public  analysts'  text-books,  and  which  is  painfully 
reflected  in  the  work  of  many  of  them.  The  pharmacopoeial 
substances  and  preparations  mentioned  by  Pearmain  and 
Moor  are — 

Vinegar 
Cayenne  pepper 
Ginger 
Honey 
Lemon-juice 
Certain  oils  and  fats 
Soap 

Assay  of  quinine,  scale  preparations, 
and  cinchona-bark 

We  know  no  reason  why  these  only  should  be  selected  out 
of  many  hundred  pharmacopoeial  preparations,  except  that 
one  or  other  analyst  has  started  the  hunt  after  them,  and 
the  rest  follow  like  a  pack  of  foxhounds.  It  happens  that 
there  have  been  more  convictions  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
members  in  the  above  table  than  in  regard  to  other  drugs  ; 
this,  however,  is  not  because  the  former  are  more  frequently 
adulterated,  but  owing  to  these  favourites  being  oftener 
submitted  to  public  analysis.    This  is  not  a  proper  way  to 


Assay  of  opium  and  its  prepara- 
tions 

Compound  tincture  of  camphor 
Assay  of  nux-vomica  preparations 
Tincture  of  rhubarb 
Aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia 
Spirit  of  nitrous  ether 
Hydrocyanic  acid 


carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  the 
object  of  which  is  not  to  secure  convictions,  but  to  maintain 
the  purity  of  the  food  and  drugs  supplied  to  the  public.  We 
are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  many  public  analysts  keep 
in  a  narrow  groove  in  regard  to  drugs  owing  to  their  having 
an  imperfect  acquaintance  with  pharmacy  and  pharma- 
ceutical methods.  They  seem  to  derive  most  of  their  know- 
ledge from  the  publications  addressed  to  analysts  and  the 
so-called  pure  chemists,  which  is  not  the  best  obtainable. 
If  they  would  turn  to  pharmaceutical  publications  they 
would  find  that  chemists  and  druggists  themselves  have  been 
exposing  the  weaknesses  of  the  drug-trade  far  more  effectu- 
ally than  public  analysts  have  been ;  indeed,  it  is  open  to 
question  whether  the  papers  recording  the  quality  of  com- 
mercial pharmaceutical  preparations  which  we  publish  so 
regularly  have  not  done  more  than  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  to  raise  the  standard  of  pharmaceutical  supplies. 

Messrs.  Pearmain  and  Moor  would  have  much  improved 
their  book  if  they  had  acted  on  the  lines  suggested.  For 
example,  in  regard  to  ginger  they  are  apparently  unaware  of 
the  classic  research  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  which  resulted  in 
recasting  our  knowledge  of  the  constituents  of  the  drug, 
showing  that  the  pungent  properties  reside  in  an  oleo-resinous 
principle,  which  he  called  gingerol.  To  this  there  is  no 
reference  in  the  book,  while  they  exaggerate  the  importance 
of  the  essential  oil.  In  the  same  article  they  misquote  Mr. 
Allen's  dispute  with  Somerset  House  in  regard  to  ash  in 
ginger :  it  was  5  per  cent.,  not  10  par  cent.,  which  the  Govern- 
ment authorities  passed  (C.  3?  B.,  xlv.,  p.  535),  although  Mr. 
Allen  has  found  as  much  as  10  65  per  cent,  of  ash  in  a  sample, 
8  per  cent,  of  which  was  calcium  sulphate.  Although  there 
are  a  number  of  slips  in  Pearmain  and  Moor's  book  (e.g., 
"cocoa-butter  is  used  for  making  ointments")  the  pharmaceu- 
tical information  is  good  on  the  whole.  They  have  gone  to 
the  trouble  of  making  four  series  of  tinctures,  and  the  fair- 
ness of  their  results  may  be  judged  by  the  following  com- 
parison with  Mr.  F.W.  Fletcher's  figures,  which  are  admittedly 
the  best  ever  published  : — 

Fletcher  P.  and  M.  (45  samples) 

Tr.  opii . .       . .   0-941  s.g   -930  to  -941  s.g. 

Proof  spirit     . .    92-4  per  cent   93  to  97  per  cent. 

„  ,.,  (  4-13  per  cent,  at  50°  and  |  x  f„  c.. 

Solids    ..       ••{3.95^  cent,  at  1204  "       "  3t°51 

Fletcher  P.  and  M.  (50  samples) 

Tr.  camph.  co. . .    -923  s.g.        ..       ..       ..       ..       -922  to -927  s.g. 

Proof  spirit     . .    97  2  per  cent   97'5  to  99  per  cent. 

Solids    ..       ..    0'72  and  0-38  per  cent   — 

Fletcher  P.  and  M.  (24  samples) 

Tr.  nucisvom...   -892  s.g.       ..    -892  to -895  s.g. 

Proof  spirit     . .    121  per  cent   121  to  123  per  cent„ 

Solids    . .       . .    114  and  K6  per  cent   0-9  to  M  „ 

Fletcher  P.  and  M. 

Tr.  rhei . .      . .    0  940  s.g   — 

Proof  spirit    . .    97-7  per  cent   93  to  97  per  cent. 

Solids    ..      ..    4  3  and  3  47  per  cent  3  to  6  „ 

Pearmain  and  Moor's  figures  agree  well  with  Fletcher's,  and 
are  favourable  to  the  retailer.  Again,  however,  the  authors 
do  not  show  familiarity  with  pharmaceutical  literature,  for 
if  they  had  read  Farr  and  Wright's  paper  ( C.  $  B.,  xlii., 
p.  77)  they  would  have  seen  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
make  tr.  opii,  B.P.,  to  contain  the  theoretical  amount  of 
morphine  (0  75  per  cent.),  as  they  state,  0  59  per  cent,  being 
the  highest  obtainable  by  following  the  official  directions. 
It  would  have  been  better  also  if  they  had  stated  under 
"  Spirit  of  nitrous  ether "  that  this  preparation  should  not 
be  confounded  with  the  popular  "  sweet  spirit  of 
nitre,"  and  we  must,  indeed,  conclude  from  the  absence 
of  reference  to  this  point  that  the  authors  have  not  appreci- 
ated the  distinction.  These  matters  may  appear  trifling 
to  the  analyst ;  but,  when  they  develop  into  a  summons  for 
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infringing  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  they  become  of 
vital  importance  to  the  trader,  and  may  jeopardise  his  busi- 
ness reputation.  Events  which  we  have  recently  recorded 
show  that  even  veteran  analysts  may  err,  and  it  is  but  right 
when  young  ones  come  forward  with  instruction  that  they 
should  be  cautioned  as  to  the  necessity  of  taking  a  broader 
view  of  their  functions  than  their  training  appears  to  have 
given  them.  We  cannot  dsmand  that  analysts  of  drugs 
should  be  pharmacists,  but  it  is  reasonable  to  insist  that 
they  should  have  sound  pharmaceutical  knowledge. 


MISS  KATE  MARSDEN  AND  HER  OPPONENTS. 
The  name  of  Miss  Kate  Marsden,  whose  book  "  On  Sledge 
and  Horseback  to  Outcast  Siberian  Lepers"  appeared  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  has  since  then  been  intermittently  pro- 
minent in  connection  with  proceedings  for  libel  taken  by  her 
against  the  Times  newspaper,  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  Francis, 
Congregational  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  who  bad  thrown 
doubts  upon  Miss  Marsden's  character,  and  who  had  publicly 
withdrawn  from  the  leper-aid  movement  instituted  by  her. 
A  representative  of  this  journal  had  a  chat  with  Miss 
Marsden  upon  her  return  from  Russia,  and  was  promised  by 
her  specimens  of  the  dried  fish  which  forms  a  staple  food  of 
those  afflicted  with  leprosy,  and  of  earth  from  the  soil  of  the 
districts  where  leprosy  is  most  common,  Miss  Marsden's 
theory  being  that  the  disease  might  be  contracted  by  the 
absorption  into  the  system  of  a  leprosy-bacillus  present  in 
either  or  both  substances.  Neither  fish  nor  earth,  however, 
was  ever  received  at  this  office ;  in  fact,  the  only  communi- 
cation we  have  had  from  Miss  Marsden  since  our  interview 
is  a  circular  note  received  this  week,  in  which  she  announces 
that  her  libel-action  has  been  dismissed  "  by  reason  of  my 
failing  to  answer  on  oath  a  large  number  of  interrogatories 
that  were  administered  by  the  defendants."  Miss  Marsden, 
however,  though  baffled,  declares  that  she  is  "  only  waiting 
to  get  sufficient  means  together  to  resume  the  action,"  and 
concludes  her  appeal  with  the  rather  double-edged  statement 
that  she  has  never  once  yet  been  able  to  meet  her  opponents 
face  to  face.  Meanwhile,  the  beautiful  model  Siberian  leper- 
village  which  Mr.  Stead  pictured  in  the  glowing  account  of 
Miss  Marsden's  "  enterprise  "  which  appeared  in  the  Review 
of  Reviews,  is  in  danger  of  being  grouped  with  the  drunken- 
ness-cure, the  spooks,  and  other  thrilling  visions  of  the 
great  journalistic  seer. 

CHEAP  BOXES. 
The  spirited  action  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
in  providing  a  scheme  for  the  carriage  of  farm-produce  from 
their  stations  to  London  at  specially  reduced  rates  is 
attracting  much  attention.  The  new  tariff  for  this  class  of 
goods  comes  into  operation  on  Monday  nest.  One  of  its 
features  is  that  the  company  are  now  selling  boxes  at  an  extra- 
ordinarily low  price  for  the  convenience  of  their  customers. 
We  have  before  us  in  this  office  a  nest  of  their  boxes— six 
in  the  nest — the  largest  of  which  measures  21f  inches  in 
length,  14  inches  in  breadth,  7  inches  in  depth,  weighs 
6  lbs.  6  oz  ,  and  costs  5d.  The  smallest  measures  lOf  inches  in 
length,  7|  inches  in  breadth,  3  inches  in  depth,  weighs 
1  lb.  2  cz.,  and  costs  \\d.  It  is  a  condition  of  the  service 
that  these  boxes,  or  similar  ones,  should  be  used  for  the 
carriage  of  the  goods.  The  price  fixed  for  them  is  such  that 
they  will  not  be  worth  returning.  The  boxes  are  now  on 
sale  at  all  the  stations  of  the  Great  Eastern  Company  where 
these  farm-produce  rates  are  in  force,  and  we  mention  the 
fact  as  the  information  may  ba  useful  to  large  users  of  boxes 
other  than  farmers.  In  reply  to  a  question  addressed  to  the 
company  the  superintendent  of  the  line  writes  from  Liver- 
pool Street  Station :  "  We  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  anyone 
requiring  the  boxes  in  large  or  small  lots  at  the  published 
rates." 


OUR  AMERICAN  VISITORS. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Era  appears  to  have  lost  conceit  of 
the  great  men  of  United  States  pharmacy.  Siys  the  Era  ; — 
"  We  are  called  upon  from  time  to  time  to  chronicle  the  fact 
that  Mr.  ,  of  the  firm  of  ,  chemical  or  pharmaceu- 
tical manufacturers,  or  dealers,  or  Professor  ,  of   

College,  sailed  for  Europe  on  the  steamer  last  Friday 

for  a    weeks'  sightseeing  trip.    When  they  return  we 

usually  interview  them,  get  a  word  or  two  about  '  pharmacy 
in  Europe,'  and  a  column  or  so,  which  we  don't  print,  about 
the  sights  of  Paris,  Monte  Carlo,  &c."  Then  our  contempo- 
rary goes  on  to  assure  us  in  a  cold-blooded  way  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  assume  that  these  visitors  of  ours  are  millionaires. 
How  wicked  of  the  Era  to  shatter  our  idols  ! 

A  MEDICAL  JUDGE. 
Sir  Dyce  Duckworth,  M.D.,  took  the  chair  at  a  dinner  of 
the  past  and  present  students  of  the  National  Dental 
Hospital,  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  November  22. 
In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  proposed  "  Success  to  the 
National  Dental  Hospital  and  College,"  and  is  reported  in 
the  Times  to  have  spoken  as  follows  : — 

When  he  looked  back  over  the  last  twenty-five  years  he 
could  see  how  great  was  the  advance  which  had  been  made 
in  dental  surgery.  There  were,  however,  some  ugly  spots 
left,  and  they  were  apparent  when  one  surveyed  the  whole 
field  of  the  profession.  There  was,  for  example,  the  practice 
of  advertising.  That  was  a  matter  which  had  come  before 
the  General  Medical  Council,  but  it  was  a  very  difficult 
matter  for  them  to  take  hold  of  as  a  body.  They  sympa- 
thised with  dentists  sincerely,  and  realised  how  much  they 
must  suffer  in  consequence  of  that  practice.  They  thought 
it  was  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
persons  had  been  tempted  into  the  ranks  of  dentists  who 
were  never  originally  designed  for  such  a  position  or 
intended  to  follow  the  profession  along  with  gentlemen  who 
were  brought  up  as  those  whom  he  was  addressing  had  been. 
The  Medical  Council  was,  however,  a  judicial  body,  and  all 
tbat  the  members  of  the  dental  profession  had  to  do  was  to 
bring  before  it  persons  whom  they  considered  unworthy,, 
and  the  cases  would  be  dealt  with  judicially. 

It  is  true  that  the  Medical  Council  is  authorised  by  statute 
to  exercise  judicial  functions,  but,  that  being  so,  what  is  to  be 
thought  of  this  member  of  the  tribunal  who  publicly  declares 
in  advance  his  sympathy  with  one  of  the  parties  to  a  case 
which  may  probably  come  before  him  and  his  colleagues  for 
adjudication  ?  Sympathy  with  one  side  means  antipathy  to- 
the  other,  and  as  Sir  Dyce  Duckworth  confessedly  entertains 
these  sentiments,  it  is  obviously  his  immediate  duty  to 
resign  his  seat  on  the  Medical  Council. 

"MADE  IN  GERMANY." 
The  rise  of  Germany  as  a  competitor  of  this  country  in 
foreign  markets  is  one  of  the  most  important  economic  facts 
of  the  last  twenty-five  years,  and,  though  we  may  not  like  it, 
we  must  put  up  with  it.  Always  eager  to  seize  a  point  off 
any  rival,  the  German  business-man  is  never  so  happy  as 
when  he  can  put  out  of  joint  the  nose  of  the  Britisher,  whose 
language,  after  a  fashion,  he  has  learned,  and  whose 
customers  he  has  got  to  know,  while  "  volunteering  "  in  the 
Britisher's  own  counting- house.  In  our  proverbial  contempt 
for  our  enemies  we  allow  consuls  and  other  servants  of  the 
much-officialed  German  nation  to  settle  themselves  comfort- 
ably at  promising  points  of  the  British  dominions,  and  send 
home  hints  to  their  countrymen  how  best  to  oust  the 
Britisher  from  his  own  colonial  markets.  These  are  matters  of 
such  everyday  occurrence  that  they  scarcely  require  comment, 
but  when  we  find  our  Teutonic  cousin  libelling  his  host  into 
the  bargain,  we  cannot  withhold  a  mild  suggestion  that  he  has 
gone  too  far ;  that,  in  fact,  as  the  American  humourist  puts 
it,  he  "  has  sopped  clean  over  Crime's  dark  cup."  This  leads 
us  to  our  point,  which  is  as  follows  : — A  German  contem  ■ 
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porary,  known  as  Die  Chemisehe  Industrie,  publishes  a  long 
article  from  a  correspondent  in  British  India,  whose  style 
betrays  a  Geheimrath-like  official  starchiness,  on  the  Indo- 
European  trade  in  pharmaceutical  articles  and  drugs.  We 
quote  abstracts  from  the  article  elsewhere,  but  wish  to  call 
special  attention  to  the  writer's  statements  about  quinine 
and  essential  oils.  SpeakiDg  of  the  former  drug,  the  author 
states  that  Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons  have  practically  secured 
a  monopoly  in  its  trade  in  India  "  by  the  aid  of  advertise- 
ments," that  the  German  quinine  is  disliked  because, 
without  any  rational  reason,  it  is  said  to  be  "weaker"  than 
English,  "  although  Howards'  quinine  may  for  the  most  part  be 
■considered  as  of  German  manufactured  In  other  words,  the 
writer  implies  that  Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons  buy  German 
quinine  and  put  it  up  as  their  own — a  supposition,  we  need 
hardly  say,  as  malicious  as  it  is  stupid.  Everyone  who 
knows  the  drug-trade  Is  aware  that  Mr.  David  Howard  has 
attended  almost  every  London  cinchona  -auction  for  years, 
and  that  his  firm  buy  large  quantities  of  Java  bark  in 
Amsterdam  for  manufacturing-purposes.  Again,  in  speaking 
of  the  essential-oil  business,  the  German  writer  asserts  that 
although  7,019  gals,  of  essential  oils  were  imported  into 
India  from  England  last  year,  and  only  47  gals,  from 
Germany,  the  greater  portion  of  the  "  English "  supply  is 
really  distilled  at  Leipzig.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  gentleman 
who  makes  these  statements  should  shelter  himself  behind 
the  anonymity  of  an  unsigned  article. 

NEW  ORGANIC  NITRATES. 

In  his  Bradshaw  lecture  on  "  Some  New  Vaso-dilators," 
Professor  J,  B.  Bradbury,  of  Cambridge,  spoke  in  regard  to 
six  orgmic  nitrates  which  he  has  tried  pharmacologically 
and  physiologically,  with  the  result  that  two  of  them, 
erythrol  tetranitrate  and  mannitol  hexa-nitrate,  promise 
to  be  good  therapeutic  agents.  The  erythrol  nitrate 
[CH„.ONO,(CH.ONO,'),.CH<.ONO,]  isasolid  substance,  which 
melts  at  61°  C  ,  and  mannitol  nitrate — 

CH.,.ONO,(CH.ON02)J.CH,.ON02 

— is  also  solid,  melting  at  113°  C.  They  are  but  slightly 
soluble  in  water,  but  dissolve  readily  in  alcohol  and  ether, 
and  exhibit  the  nitrite  reaction.  The  purposes  for  which 
these  bodies  are  proposed  to  be  used  are  the  same  as  nitro- 
glycerine and  sodium  nitrite  are  used  for — viz.,  heart- 
affections — and  they  have  the  advantage  over  these  older 
remedies  in  being  more  lasting  in  their  effect.  This  applies 
to  the  treatment  of  angina  pectoris  and  other  forms  of 
cardiac  pain.  In  certain  forms  of  dyspnoea,  and  the  head- 
ache accompanying  or  following  it,  the  nitrates  are  also 
useful ;  in  fact,  Professor  Bradbury  thinks  the  nitrates  will 
be  of  benefit  chiefly  in  cases  where  there  is  high  arterial 
tension.  He  knows  of  no  evil  effects  having  followed  the 
administration  of  the  drugs.  The  dose  of  the  solid  organic 
nitrates  may  be  taken  as  1  gr. ;  more  may  be  given  if  it  is 
thought  necessary,  but  usually  this  amount  will  suffice. 
They  may  be  taken  in  the  form  of  pills  or  tablets  or  in 
alcoholic  solution.  The  last  method  he  prefers.  A  solution 
of  erythrol  nitrate  in  the  strength  of  1  in  60  may  be  made, 
and  1  dr.  may  be  taken  in  1  oz.  of  water  when  necessary. 
Mannitol  nitrate  is  not  quite  so  soluble,  but  a  1-per-cent. 
alcoholic  solution  can  be  prepared  of  which  \\  or  2  dr.  may 
be  taken  in  water.  The  solutions  thus  made  are  stable  and 
free  from  irritating  properties. 


No  Limit  to  a  Chemist's  Stock. — A  lady  entered  a 
pharmacy  in  a  seaside  resort,  last  week,  and,  speaking  with 
a  slightly  foreign  accent,  asked  to  look  at  some  bathing- 
machines.  She  ultimately  went  away  satisfied  with  a  photo- 
graphic washer. 


Z\t  ffittmoxuixan  of  Vxntt-  €xadt  °§. 


By  Alexander  Gunk,  F.C.S. 

T70R  some  considerable  time  I  have  had  my  suspicions 
J-  about  the  stability  of  tinct.  croci,  B  P.  There  is  about 
a  good  tincture  of  saffron  a  certain  "  body  "  or  depth  of 
tinctorial  power  which  is  characteristic  of  a  freshly-made 
preparation.  In  working  with  a  standard  tincture  which 
had  been  kept  in  a  bottle  only  partly  full,  it  struck  me  that 
this  characteristic  appearance  was  absent,  and  that  the 
tincture  had  a  thin  or  washed  out  appearance.  Accordingly, 
to  test  the  matter,  I  made  1  pint  of  tincture,  using  a 
first-quality  Valencia  saffron,  and  distributed  the  pint  as 
follows : — 

1.  Blue  glass  vial,  glass  stopper      ..       ..  Full 

-2.     „  .      „         „        „         ..      ..  .  Half-full 
3.  Amber    „        cork       „         ..       ..  Full 
'4.     „         „  „         „■         ..       ..       Half -full 

5.  White     „        glass      „         ..       ,.  Full 

6.  ,,        „         „        „         ..      .,    |  Half-full 

The  stoppers  of  the  full  bottles  were  covered  over  with 
paraffin-wax,  and  the  remainder  of  the  tincture,  about 

4  £1.  oz ,  was  kept  in  the  pint  bottle  (corked).  The  date 
when  these  experiments  were  set  on  was  May  6  of  the  present 
year.  The  six  vials  were  placed  on  the  laboratory  window, 
where  there  is  good  diffused  daylight  but  never  any  direct 
sunshine.  The  partly-emply  pint  bottle  was  placed  beside 
other  standard  tinctures  on  a  shelf  at  the  back  of  the  room 
in  comparative  darkness.  All  these  bottles  were  left  undis- 
turbed except  that  on  one  or  two  occasions  the  half-full 
bottles  were  opened  for  a  minute  or  two  just  to  introduce  a 
fresh  supply  of  air.  Before  many  weeks  had  elapsed  it  was 
evident  that  the  contents  of  one  or  two  of  the  bottles  were 
losing  colour.  They  were  not,  however,  compared  with  a 
fresh  standard  until  August  29,  when  the  following  results 
were  obtained  : — 

1.  No  change  4.  Gieat  loss 

2.  Great  loss  of  colour  5.  No  loss 

3.  No  perceptible  loss  6.  G  reat  loss 

The  method  I  used  to  compare  colours  was  to  take  1  c.c.  of 
the  B.P.  tincture  and  dilute  to  100  c.c.  with  water ;  then 

5  c.c.  of  the  dilute  solution  further  diluted  to  100  c.c.  with 
distilled  water.  The  contents  of  the  pint  bottle  already 
alluded  to,  when  treated  in  this  way,  showed  a  loss  of 
colouring-power  equal  to  75  per  cent. — that  is,  instead  of 
requiring  5  c.c.  of  the  diluted  sample  to  produce  the  standard 
colour,  it  required  20  c.c. 

For  convenience  and  reference  I  find  that  l-5  c.c.  of  the 
volumetric  solution  of  potas.  bichrom.  (1,000  c.c.  =  14  75 
grammes)  diluted  to  100  c.c.  with  distilled  water  is  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  standard-tincture  dilution  (Q-05-per-cent. 
solution  of  the  tincture)  I  have  mentioned  above. 

The  bottles  numbered  1,  3,  and  5  were  used  for  further 
experiments,  and  on  August  30  were  half  emptied.  Examined 
in  six  days  afterwards — that  is,  on  September  5 — they 
showed  a  marked  decrease  in  colour.  They  were  again 
examined  on  September  11,  when  the  loss  in  colour  was  still 
more  marked,  and  in  the  case  of  the  amber  bottle,  which 
contained  more  air  than  the  others,  the  loss  was  already 
about  50  per  cent.  Another  tincture,  made  on  August  28 
and  examined  on  September  5,  showed  distinct  loss  of 
colour.  In  no  case  was  this  loss  of  colour  accompanied  by 
any  deposit.  There  seems  no  doubt  whatever  that  atmo- 
spheric oxygen  is  the  cause  of  the  deterioration  of  this 
tincture.  The  following  experiment  will  serve  to  show  the 
effect  of  oxygen  : — 

If  15  minims  or  so  of  tinct.  croci  be  diluted  with  about 
3  dr.  of  water,  and  2  or  3  drops  of  hydrogen  peroxide- 
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(20  vol.)  be  added,  followed  by  1  drop  of  strong  ammonia, 
it  will  soon  become  evident  that  the  rich  reddish-yellow 
colour  gradually  disappears,  and  in  the  coarse  of  an  hour 
will  have  become  quite  pale. 

In  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  1863,  page  76,  there  is  a 
note  by  C.  Symes  on  syrup  of  saffron.  He  says: — "Syrup 
of  saffron,  when  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  authorised 
formula,  in  the  short  space  of  a  week  or  ten  days  becomes 
unfit  for  use ;  and  this  appears  to  arise  from  an  action  of 
the  spirit  (aided  by  the  sugar)  on  the  colouring- matter 
polychroite)  of  the  saffron.  A.  dirty-looking  deposit  is 
formed,  which,  when  placed  under  the  microscope,  is  seen 
to  consist  of  small  crystalline  tufts  of  a  dark  orange  or 
reddish  colour ;  whilst  the  bulk  of  the  syrup  is  thus  rendered 
much  lighter,  and  in  a  longer  period  almost  colourless." 

I  question  very  much  whether  spirit  plays  any  part  in  the 
loss  of  colour  since,  as  I  have  already  shown  tincture  of 
saffron  may  be  kept  in  a  full  bottle  for  a  very  long  time 
without  the  slightest  loss  in  colouring-power. 

Since  the  foregoing  experiments  were  made  I  have  found 
on  inquiry  that  one  or  two  pharmacists  and  others  competent 
to  form  an  opinion  have  noticed  that  some  preparations  of 
saffron  became  paler  on  keeping,  and  I  am  glad  to  learn  that 
my  observations  have  been  entirely  confirmed  by  no  less  an 
authority  than  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  of  Sheffield.  In  a  letter  on 
the  subject  the  latter  gentleman  stated  that  Jt  was  within 
his  knowledge  that  tincture  of  saffron  changed  materially 
by  keeping,  and  that  he  had  always  associated  it  in  his 
mind  with  oxidation. 

Until  I  heard  from  Mr.  Allen  it  had  occurred  to  me  that 
this  paper  would  be  of  some  significance  in  view  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  but  I  shall 
endeavour  to  show  presently  that,  in  spite  of  such  a  loss  of 
colour  as  that  recorded  in  some  of  the  foregoing  experi- 
ments, a  deficiency  of  saffron  cannot  as  yet  be  proved 
chemically.  Mr.  Allen  was  kind  enough  to  supply  me  with 
the  following  test  for  saffron  : — 

"  Treat  5  c.c.  of  the  tincture  with  20  c.c.  dilute  caustic 
soda,  and  10  c.c.  ether.  Shake  well.  Separate  the  etheriai 
layer  and  evaporate.  On  moistening  the  residue  with  con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid  a  fine  purple  blue  coloration  is 
produced  if  saffron  be  present.  In  its  absence  merely  a 
brown  tinge  is  obtained  and  the  ether  is  not  coloured." 

The  above  test  was  applied  to  a  sample  of  tincture  of 
saffron  which  had  stood  since  May  9.  It  was  almost 
bleached  and  would  really  have  been  useless  as  a  colouring 
agent.  It  gave  a  reaction  practically  Tas  strong  as  a  tincture 
recently  prepared,  tested  at  the  same  time,  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  the  bluish  colour  was  almost 
instantaneously  followed  by  the  redder  shades.  These  ex- 
periments I  have  repeated  a  number  of  times,  and  always 
with  the  same  results.  An  old  standard  tinct.  rhei  also 
showed  the  reaction  perfectly  well,  whereas  a  tinct.  rhei 
prepared  without  saffron  reacted  simply  with  a  brown  tinge 
as  mentioned  in  the  test.  It  seems,  then,  that  with  the 
present  test  saffron  can  be  shown,  but  not  determined. 

With  a  view  to  devising  some  process  by  means  of  which 
saffron  may  be  determined,  I  propose  as  opportunity  offers 
to  conduct  some  experiments  which  I  have  now  in  my  mind. 
Some  reliable  process  would  be  highly  desirable,  especially 
since  saffron  is  used  almost  universally  for  its  colour.  With 
regard  to  the  aroma  of  the  tincture,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
this  also  suffers  greatly  in  the  process  of  oxidation. 

Meanwhile  it  behoves  pharmacists  and  manufacturers  to 
look  after  the  storage  of  tincture  and  strong  spirituous  solu- 
tions of  saffron  for  economy's  sake,  if  for  no  other  reason. 

The  experiments  upon  which  this  note  is  based  have  been 
conducted  in  Fletcher,  Messrs.  Fletcher  &  Co.'s  research 
laboratory. 


Compound  i^tquoncc-poixibcr. 


SOME  months  ago  I  was  handed  a  sample  of  Pulpit  gly- 
cyrrhiza  compositus  for  examination.  The  customer 
wished  to  have  it  matched,  especially  the  colour,  which  was 
lighter  than  any  I  have  ever  seen. 

On  comparing  the  sample  with  a  standard  sample  of  our 
own  the  following  points  of  difference  were  observed. 
Standard  sample  I  shall  call  No.  1,  and  sample  sent  for 
examination  No.  2. 

(a)  Physical  Appearance. — No.  2  was  lighter  in  colour 
than  No.  1,  and  it  was  not  ground  to  such  a  fine  powder, 
there  being  more  fibres  of  the  liquorice- root  in  No.  2  than  in 
No.  1. 

(/3)  Ash — No.  2  yielded  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of 
ash  than  No.  1  did. 

(y)  Sugar.— Determination  of  the  sugar  in  the  cold-water 
extract  by  Fehling's  solution,  after  inversion,  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  samples  contained  practically  the  same 
amount. 

(5)  Colour  of  Aqueous  Extract. — When  equal  quantities 
of  the  powders  were  shaken  with  equal  volumes  of  water 
for  equal  periods  of  time,  No.  1  gave  a  solution  considerably 
darker  in  colour  than  No.  2. 

(e)  Taste  — No.  1  had  the  characteristic  sweet  taste  of 
liquorice,  No.  2  being  very  bitter  in  comparison.  A  per- 
sistent bitterness  was  left  at  the  back  of  the  throat  when  a 
little  of  the  latter  was  swallowed. 

The  first  idea  that  naturally  suggested  itself  on  looking  at 
the  samples  was  that  No.  1  contained  a  larger  proportion  of 
sugar  than  it  ought  to,  hence  its  lighter  colour.  The  sugar 
determination,  however,  negatived  this  view  oE  the  matter. 

After  fully  considering  the  above-mentioned  points  of 
difference,  the  only  other  conclusion  I  could  come  to— and 
it  is  a  sufficiently  startling  one — was  that  the  sample  sub- 
mitted to  me  had  been  compounded  with  liquorice- root 
either  partially  or  entirely  deprived  of  its  soluble  matters. 

All  the  evidence  points  to  this  being  the  case.  If  liquorice- 
root  is  exhausted  with  water,  the  dark  colouring-matter  will 
be  extracted,  and  the  powder  will  consequently  give  a 
lighter-coloured  solution  with  water;  the  ash  also  will 
be  a  little  higher,  owing  to  the  loss  of  the  organic 
colouring-matter  and  increased  percentage  of  sulphate 
and  phosphate  of  calcium ;  and,  finally,  the  sweet  taste 
of  the  genuine  root  will  be  almost  entirely  absent. 
When  it  is  remembered  that  the  function  of  the  liquorice- 
root  in  the  compound  powder  is  to  cover  the  bitter  taste  of 
the  senna  and  give  a  pleasantness  to  a  mixture  that  would 
be  nauseous  without  it,  and  that  one  sample  had  a  pleasant 
taste  and  the  other  a  persistent  bitter  taste,  I  think  it  is 
conclusively  proved  without  further  evidence  that  the 
liquorice  is  not  present  in  proper  proportion. 

This  particular  form  of  adulteration  is  rather  unique,  and 
shows  the  versatility  of  the  modern  adulterator.  Where  the 
fraud  was  perpetrated,  whether  the  liquorice  was  exhausted 
in  Britain  or  in  the  country  in  which  it  was  collected,  only 
the  makers  of  the  compound  powder  can  tell.  It  does  not 
seem  possible  that  this  kind  of  sophistication  can  be  in- 
dulged in  with  impunity  for  any  length  of  time,  especially 
as  it  can  be  so  easily  detected  by  the  sense  of  taste.  At  the 
same  time,  it  may  not  be  inopportune  to  extend  a  word  of 
warning  against  this  quite  up-to-date  form  of  fraud. 

Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.'s  Laboratories,       George  Coull. 
Edinburgh. 


In  connection  with  the  expressed  desire  to  have  a  National 
Pharmacy  law  for  the  United  States,  the  Spatula  points  out 
that  "there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  saying  Congress  shall  have  power  to  enact  national 
pharmacy  laws." 

Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  are  getting  a  reputation  for 
supplying  colleges  with  professors.  So  far  there  have  gone 
from  their  laboratories  Professor  A.  B  Lycns,  to  a  Hawaiian 
University;  Professor  H.  H.  Rusby,  to  the  New  York  School 
of  Pharmacy  ;  Professor  Julius  F.  Stieglitz,  to  the  University 
of  Chicago  ;  and  Professor  Jan  B.  Nagelvoort,  to  the  School 
of  Pharmacy  of  North- Western  University. 
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1Ro\>eMes, 


RONGOA. 

This  is  the  name  which  has  been  given  to  a  New  Zealand 
plant  which  has  long  been  used  by  the  Maoris  as  an  arcannra, 
and  which  ha9  been  investigated  by  the  Rongoa  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  who  have  established  a  depot  at  167  Edgware 
Road,  W,  their  chief  offices  being  in  Auckland,  Christ- 
church,  and  Dunedin,  N.Z.  Rongoa  is  put  on  the  market 
in  the  form  of  a  lotion  and  an  ointment,  each  to  retail  at 
Zs.  Gd.  The  lotion  is  a  fluid  extract  of  the  plant,  and  the 
ointment  contains  a  concentrated  extract  in  combination 
with  a  suitable  basis.  The  properties  of  these  preparations 
seem  to  be  astringent  and  curative,  and  are  taken  advantage 
of  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers,  piles,  skin-diseases,  &c.  We 
understand  that  the  company  are  making  arrangements  to 
secure  a  public  demand  for  the  preparations. 


COMPRESSED  TABLETS  OF  THEINE. 

Messes.  Thomas  Chbisty  &  Co.,  of  25  Lime  Street,  E.C , 
are  introducing  a  novelty  in  the  shape  of  small  metal  boxes 
containing  twenty  tablets  of  2  gr.  each  of  caffeine — or,  as 
they  call  it,  theine — made  from  Indian  tea.  The  dose  is  a 
very  small  one,  and  the  drug  is  especially  put  up  in  this 
form  in  order  to  enable  it  to  be  carried  with  ease  while 
travelling.  Messrs.  Christy  &  Co.  are  paying  particular 
attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  East,  and  especially  of 
the  tea-plantations  in  Assam  and  other  parts  of  India,  and 
expect  to  find  a  large  sale  for  their  tablets  on  plantations, 
as  it  is  thought  that  the  native  labourers,  upon  being  assured 
that  the  tablets  contain  nothing  but  pure  theine,  will  readily 
take  to  it  as  a  remedy  for  fatigue  and  slightailments,  especially 
as  the  small  box  is  easily  carried  in  the  girdle.  The  price  of 
the  theine  tablets  has  been  fixed  at  6s.  per  dozen  boxes. 


CORBYN,  STACEY  &  CO.'S  PERFUMES. 
When  a  firm  of  such  standing  and  reputation  a?  Messrs. 
Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  inaugurate  a  new  department,  one 
naturally  expects  that  that  which  is  produced  there  will 
bear  comparison  with  the  best  things  of  its  kind.  When, 
therefore,  samples  of  the  firm's  new  scents  and  sachets  were 
brought  to  our  notice  the  other  day,  we  fully  expected  to 
see  something  out  of  the  common.  That  expectation,  we 
can  freely  confess,  has  been  more  than  realised  by  a  closer 
acquaintance  with  the  C,  S.  &  Co.  perfumes.  As  our 
readers  are  aware,  the  manufacture  of  perfumes  is  a  branch 
which  Messrs.  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.  have  only  quite  recently 
added  to  their  business — since  their  withdrawal  from  the 
retail-trade  that  is.  Excellence  is  bound  to  tell  in  the  loDg 
run,  and  it  will  certainly  not  be  the  firm's  fault  if  their  goods 
do  not  soon  become  as  popular  as  those  English  or  French 
scents  which  count  among  the  oldest  of  favourites.  Re- 
tailers in  this  country  and  abroad  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  the  firm  intend  to  publish  shortly  a  revised  illustrated 
price-list,  containing  full  details  of  their  perfumes  and  toilet- 
requisites,  and  that  this  list  will  be  regularly  followed  by  a 
quarterly  one,  giving  particulars  of  novelties. 

Coming  to  details,  we  wish  to  call  attention,  in  the 
first  place,  to  Corbyn's  "  Natural "  perfumes,  which  are 
supplied  to  the  trade  in  4-cz.,  8-cz.,  or  l  ib.  bottles, 
or  for  sale  over  the  counter,  ready  put  up,  in  loz., 
2-oz.,  and  4-oz.  bottles.  We  illustrate  below  one  of  the 
many  forms  in  which  the  firm  put  up  their  goods  for 
retail.  The  bottles  have  been  selected  with  great  taste ; 
those  in  which  the  toilet- waters  are  put  up  (round-  shouldered 


ribbed- glass  bottles  with  rosette-shaped  labels  printed  in 
brick  on  a  grey-blue  background)  being  among  the  daintiest 
we  have  ever  met  with.  The  small  perfume  bottles  for 
counter-sale  are  put  up  in  plain  turquoise- blue  boxes  with 
gilt  monogram  and  edges,  each  bottle  being  kept  in 
position  by  a  small  cardboard  band  round  the  body.  The 
scents  are  in  great  variety,  the  "  wood- violet "  odour,  which 
is  now  so  popular,  being,  perhaps,  primus  inter  pares. 
A  word  should  be  said  about  the  sachets,  which  are 
a  speciality.  These  are  obtainable  either  in  paper- envelopes 
or  in  coloured  silk  coverings  edged  with  cord,  gold  lettering 
being  in  each  case  the  only  decoration,  while  the  boxes  are 


plain  white  with  gilt  edges.  There  is  nothing  gaudy  about 
any  of  the  preparations ;  they  are  evidently  made  of  the 
best  materials  and  prepared  with  great  skill,  and  bear  the 
stamp  of  what  such  articles  should  be — excellence  in  quality, 
combined  with  quiet  elegance  of  appearance.  They  will  be 
among  the  most  attractive  counter  specialities  this  Christmas 
season.  The  sachets  are  put  up  in  the  following  odours  : — 
White  rose,  wood-violet,  joskey  club,  wild-apple  blossom, 
lily  of  the  valley,  and  white  lilac.  The  silk- sachets  retail  at 
2s.  Gd.,  the  paper- envelope  ones  at  Is.,  and  the  stoppered- 
bottles  of  scents  at  2s.  Gd.  each.  Sachet-powder  is  also- 
supplied  to  the  trade  in  \-Vo.  bottles. 


flew  Companies  ano  Company 
mews* 

Tenant  &  Company  (Limited). — Capital  10,0002 ,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  oil  refiners' 
and  merchants,  soap  boilers  and  manufacturers,  manu- 
facturing chemists,  and  makers  of  and  dealers  in  oil,  tallow, 
fat,  alkalies,  resin,  pigments,  oilcake,  ointment,  margarine, 
pomades,  &c.  ' 

West-end  Hydeo-Thebapeutic  and  Medical  Home. 
(Limited)  — Capital  5,000Z.,  in  51.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter 
into  and  adopt  three  agreements,  and  to  establish  and  carry 
on  a  private  hospital,  nursing  establishment,  medical  and 
surgical  home,  dispensary,  massage  school,  &c.  The  first 
directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  two  nor  more  than  five) 
are  Abram  C.  Rawlinson,  Gerard  F.  Giiffin,  and  Lieut.-Col. 
Wm.  A.  Battine.  Qualification,  20  shares.  Remuneration, 
250  guineas  per  annum  when  they  number  three,  and  75- 
guineas  extra  for  every  other  director,  the  same  to  be 
divisible. 

Uj  Hunyadi  (Limited). — Capital  1,0002,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  Tolease  orown  mineral  springs.and  to  manufacture,, 
sell  and  deal  in  miceial  and  aerated  waters,  spiiituous  liquors, 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  natural  and  artificial  salts,, 
lozenges,  pastilles,  medicated  scaps,  &c.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are:— R.  Pain,  45,  Greencroft 
Gaidens,  N.W.,  clerk;  J.  Menah,  20a,  Longbeach  Road, 
Lavender  Hill,  S.W.,  c'.erk ;  S.  Cobintz,  22,  Ashley  Place, 
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S.W.,  merchant ;  C.  de  Bros,  Warnford  Court,  E.C.,  stock- 
broker ;  P.  P.  H  Harttidge,  77,  Cornhill,  B.C.,  stockbroker  ; 
T.  W.  Howatd,  48,  Mark  Larie,  B.C  ,  sbipbroker  ;  W.  T.  Shard, 
41,  Finsbary  Pavement,  E.C  ,  solicitor.  Registered  without 
Articles  of  Association. 

Damian  Drug  and  Speciality  Company  (Limited). 
Capital  6,000/ ,  in  5s  shares.  Objects :  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  Fletcher  A.  and  Elizabeth  Johnson,  and  to 
carry  on  business  as  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil  and 
colour  merj,  and  makers  of  and  dealers  in  proprietary  articles 
of  all  kinds.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : 
— G.  H.  Blackburn,  49,  Old  Market,  Bradford,  music  teller ; 
W.  Gilyard,  48  Darley  Street,  Bradford,  stationer;  E.  R. 
Wethey,  5,  Cunliffe  Villas,  Manningham,  schoolmaster;  S  E. 
Dean,  37,  Burnett  Avenue,  Bradford,  cashier;  C.  Rushworth, 
46,  Park  Hill  Street,  Bradford,  clerk;  C.  W.  Roberts,  Gomer- 
sal,  'near  Leeds,  solicitor ;  J.  Malony,  29,  Nuttall  Road, 
Bradford,  clerk.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer 
than  two  nor  more  than  three)  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
signatories.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may  decide. 
Registered  cffice,  Bertram  Road,  Manningham,  Bradford. 


Eraoe^flDarks  HppUeo  for. 


From  the  "  Trade  Marhs  Journal"  November  20,  1895.) 

mKnappa";  for  a  medicinal  compound,  being  a  tonic  for 
human  use.  By  H  W.  Plews,  14  Ba9inghall  Street, 
London,  chemist.  189,856. 

"  Beehive,"  and  device  of  beehive  surrounded  by  wording  in 
circle  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  the  Co-operative  Sundries 
Manufacturing  Society  (Limittd),  Greenside,  Droylsden, 
near  Manchester ;  manufacturers.  190,289  The  essen- 
tial particulars  are  the  device  and  the  word  "  Beehive." 

The  " Non- run- away"  bandage,  and  devices  of  same  in 
operation,  showing  both  the  old  and  new  style;  for 
medical  and  sureical  appliances.  By  Reynolds  &  Bran- 
son, Leeds.  190,21.8.  The  essential  particulars  are  the 
devices. 

Device  of  priest  holding  scroll ;  for  a  toilet  preparation  for 
use  in  the  bath.  By  E.  Mason.  Bank  House,  Princes 
Street,  Ipswich,  perfumer.  189,618. 

{From  the  "  Trade  Marlts  Journal,"  November  27,  1895.) 

Device  of  clasped  hands  and  wording  contained  in  circle  ;  for 
chemical  substances  for  use  in  manufactures.  By  the 
United  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  11  Exchange 
Buildings,  Liverpool.  190,570.  The  essential  particular 
is  the  device. 

"  Golden  Lion  " ;  for  a  disinfectiner-soap.  By  Hodgson  & 
Simpson,  Calder  Soapwoiks,  Wakefield.  189,275. 

w  Alkala  Saline  " ;  for  a  saline  preparation  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  E  Lingford,  trading  as 
J.  Lingford  &  Son,  5  Durham  Street,  Bishop  Auckland, 
manufacturer.  189,839.  The  essential  particular  is 
the  word  "  Alkala." 

Device  of  signet-riDg  with  wording,  "The  Oville  Com- 
pany " ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use  in  medicine  and 
pharmacy.  By  the  Oville  Company,  107  Plimsoll  Road, 
Highbury,  London,  N.  190,477. 

*«  Sleeping  Beauty,"  for  night-lights.  By  the  British 
Candle  Comoany,  19  Goodman's  Yard,  Minories,  London, 
E.C.  190,650. 

"Perio";  for  perfumery,  toilet-articles,  &c.  By  May  Geen, 
1  Eliot  Hill,  Lewisham,  importer.  189,919. 

"  The  Arnoldine,"  geometrical  device  ;  for  apparatus  for 
surgical  and  curative  purposes.  By  Sharland  &  Co., 
43  London  Wall,  London,  EC,  commission  agents. 
189,495.    The  essential  particular  is  the  device. 


IRcw  Books. 


Burton,  W.  K.  Manual  of  Photography.  12mo.  Pp.184.  Sewed,  ls.net. 
(Lund.) 

Campbell,  D.  H.  The  Structure  and  Development  of  the  Mosses  and  Ferns, 
(Archegoniatw).   Svo.   Pp.552.    14s.net.  (MacmiUari.) 

Carpenter,  W.  L.  A  Treatise  on  the  Manufacture  of  Soap  and  Candles. 
Lubricants  and  Glycerin.  2nd  edit,  revised  and  enlarged  by  Henry  Leask. 
Cr.  8vo.   Pp.458.   12.s.  6d.  (Spon.) 

Da  Costa,  J.  M.  Medical  Diagnosis.  With  Special  Reference  to  Practical 
Medicine.   8th  edit.   870.    Pp.  1,104.   24s.    (Smith  &  Elder.) 

Darwin,  F.,  and  Acton,  E.  H.  Practical  Physiology  of  Plants.  With  illus- 
trations. 2nd  edit.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.362.  6s.  (Cambridge  Natural  Science 
Manuals,  Biological  Series.)    (Camb.  Univ.  Press.) 

Gray,  A.,  Watson,  S.,  and  Robinson,  B.  L.  Synoptical  Flora  of  North 
America.  Vol.  1,  Part  1,  Fascicle  1  :  Polypetalce  from  the  Ranunculacece 
lo  the  Frankeniacew.   Imp.  8vo.   Pp.  220.   Sewed,   lis.  net.    (  Wesley.) 

Hayem,  Georges.  H.  A.  Hare  (Editor).  Physical  and  Natural  Thera- 
peutics: the  Remedial  Uses  of  Atmospheric  Pressure,  Climate,  Heat  and  Cold 
Hydrotherapieutie  Measures,  Mineral-waters,  and  Electricity.  With  113  illus- 
trations.  Roy.  8vo.    Pp.  414.   14s.  (Pentland.) 

Morris.  H.  Injuries  and  Diseases  of  the  Genital  and  Urinary  Organs. 
With  97  illustrations.   8vo.   Pp.  494.   21s.  (Cassell.) 

Norton,  C.  G.  The  Lantern,  and  How  to  Use  it.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  142.  Limp. 
Is.    (Amateur  Photographer's  Library.)  (Hazell.) 

Pannetier,  A.  Lavoisier  et  les  Sciences  Milicales.  Pamphlet,  in  paper 
covers.  8vo.  Pp.29.  [Reprint  from  Le  Centre  Medical  et  Pharmaautique. 
Commentry,  Allier,  France.]  ;  . 

Phillips,  H.  J.  The  Handling  of  Dangerous  Goods :  a  Handbook  for  the 
Use  of  Government  and  Railway  Officials,  Carriers,  Shipowners,  Insurance 
Companies,  Manufuct urers,  and  users  of  such  goods,  and  others.  Cr.  Svo. 
Pp.374.   9s.  (Lockwood.) 

Photograms  of  1895  :  a  Pictorial  and  Literary  Record  of  the  Best  Photo- 
graphic Work  of  the  Year.  Compiled  by  the  Editors  and  Staff  of  the 
"  Photograrn."    Roy.  8vo.    Pp.104.   2s.net.    Sewed,  Is.  net.  (Dawbarn.) 

Rose,  Harry,  L.D.S.  Eng.  Dental  Mechanics  •  '  Part  II. :  The  Dental 
Laboratory.   Demy  8vo.   Cloth.   Pp.  viii.  and  117.   (J.  P.  Segg  &  Co.) 

The  Tallerman-Slieffield  Patent  Localised  Hot-air  Bath  :  a  new  invention 
for  the  treatment  of  rheumatism,  <f-c,  by  the  local  application  of  superheated 
dry  air.   Crown  8vo.   Pp.  vi.  and  51.   Oloth.   2s.  (Bailliere.) 

Thomson,  J.  J.  Elements  of  the  Mathematical  Theory  of  Electricity  and 
Magnetism.   Crown  8vo.   Pp.  518.    10s.   (Cambridge  University  Press.) 

Thonner,  F.  Analytical  Key  to  the  Natural  Orders  of  Flowering-plants. 
Crown  8vo.    Pp.  158.   2j.  (Sonnenschein.) 

Tilden,  Wm.  A  ,  F.R.S.  Hints  on  the  Teaching  of  Elementary  Chemistry 
in  Schools  and  Science  Classes.  Post  8vo.  Cloth.  Pp.  vi.  and  76.  2s. 
(Longmans  &  Co.) 

Turner,  P.  Guide  to  the  Medical  and  Dental  Professions,  with  a  Chapter 
on  Lady  Doctors,  by  Miss  F.  M.  Strutt-Cavell.  Cr.  Svo.  Pp.  163.  3s.  6d. 
(Bailliere.)  ' 

Wallis-Tayler,  A.  J.  Sugar  Machinery:  a  descriptive  treatise  devoted  to 
the  machinery  and  apparatus  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cane  and  beet 
sugars.  (Rider's  Technical  Series,  No.  7.)  Post  8vo.  Cloth.  Illustrated. 
Pp.  viii.  and  314.   5s.    (Wm.  Rider  &  Son,  Limited.) 

Watt,  A.  The  Art  of  Soap-making :  a  Practical  Handbook  of  the  Manu- 
facture of  Hard  and  Soft  Soaps,  Toilet  Soaps,  <£-c.  With  numerous 
^lustrations.  5th  edition  revised,  to  which  is  added  an  Appendix  on 
Modern  Candle-making.    Crown  8vo.    Pp.  324.  .  7s.  6d.  (Lockwood.) 

Wolff,  E.  v.  Farm  Foods  ;  or,  the  Rational  Feeding  of  Farm  Animals. 
Translated  by  H.  H.  Cousins.   8vo.   Pp.  386.   8s.  6<i.  (Gurney  &  Jackson.) 

Wurtz,  0.  A.  Elements  of  Modern  Chemistry.  Fifth  American  edition 
revised  and  enlarged  by  1)'.  H.  Greene  and  H.  F.  Keller.  With  a  portrait  of 
the  author  and  numerous  illustrations.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  808.  10s.  6d. 
(Lippincott.) 


The  Coroner  "  sat  on  "  a  corpse  one  day, 

Assisted  by  men  "  good  and  true  "  ; 
Phenol  its  soul  had  hurried  away— 

The  remains  they  had  just  been  to  view. 
"  Do  jou  find,"  said  the  Coroner,  "  that  by  poison  she  died  1 " 
"  We  do,"  said  the  Foreman,  "and  down  by  her  side 
Lay  a  bottle  containing  some  acid,  carbol. 
Twelve  (?)  in  a  week  is  the  death-roll  of  phenol, 
And  yet  by  the  grocer  this  populicide 
In  penn'orths  or  gallons  to  all  is  supplied." 
"  Tis  a  crime,"  cried  a  juror,  "  that  this  thing  should  be  ! " 
(An  opinion  long  held  by  our  own  C  4'  T> .), 
And  'tis  time  that  we  ceased  to  pay  this  death-toll, 
By  conti oiling  the  sale  of  toe -handy  phenol. 

Ginger. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
fmnlUiet  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
vrdinary  prieei  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
sorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  eten  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind 
are  that  distributor  generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges 
on  the  goods  on  their  way  from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for 
many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is  very  wide. 


AS  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  November  28. 

"DUSINESS  this  week  has  been  fairly  brisk  in  a  few  drugs, 
•M  notably  in  some  of  the  smaller  articles  that  have 
already  had  an  upward  tendency  for  some  considerable  time, 
but  in  many  of  the  more  important  articles  there  has  been 
little  trade.  Prices  of  drysalteries  and  spices  are  generally 
lower.  On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  principal  coal-tar 
distillation  products  are  advancing.  To-day's  drug-sales,  of 
which  a  full  account  will  be  found  below,  were  rather 
small,  and  the  selection  of  goods  was  mediocre.  We  have  to 
report  an  advance  in  Cape  aloes,  while  Curacao  variety  is 
firmer,  and  Socotrine  is  barely  maintained.  Buchu-leaves 
are  barely  steady.  Fine  Sumatra  benzoin  sold  well.  Balsam 
Peru  is  almost  unobtainable  on  the  spot.  Copaiba  and  tolu 
show  no  change.  Turkish  colocynth  is  firm,  and  in  crude 
camphor  a  considerable  business  has  been  done  at  hardening 
prices.  Cubeb?,  gamboge,  cannabis  indica,  and  cascara 
sagrada  are  quite  neglected.  Ergot  of  rye  sold  cheaply 
to-day.  Cardamoms  show  no  change,  but  Reed  dragon's- 
blood  suffered  a  very  considerable  decline,  and  gum  elemi 
was  also  lower.  Honey  is  steady  at  low  rates.  Cartagena 
ipecacuanha  firm,  but  Brazilian  slightly  easier.  Kola-nuts 
are  a  trifle  easier.  Lime-juice  has :  declined  somewhat. 
Myrrh  also  sold  cheaply,  and  for  musk  there  is  little  or  no 
demand.  Castor  oil  is  firmer.  Orris  rather  weaker.  In, 
essential  oils  we  have  to  report  a  further  advance  in  star- 
anise,  cassia,  citronella,  and  lemon-grass.  Rhubarb  shows 
no  change.  Senna  was  irregular  for  Tinnevelly.  Scammony- 
root  sold  at  rather  low  prices ;  but  stavesacre-seeds  brought 
rather  high  rates.  The  advance  in  saffron  is  well  main- 
tained. "Vanilla  showed  some  improvement  for  short  beans, 
and  the  demand  is  good.  Jamaican  beeswax  is  also  rather 
firmer.  In  chemicals  we  have  to  report  a  firmer  market  for 
carbolic  acid,  higher  rates  for  chrysophanic  and  tannic  acids, 
as  well  as  for  acetanilid.  Citric  and  tartaric  acids  are  dull  of 
sale,  benzole  much  dearer,  and  glycerine  has  further  ad- 
vanced. Refined  camphor  shows  no  change,  but  in 
Hamburg  lower  prices  have  been  accepted.  Quinine 
slightly  easier.  Quicksilver  slow  of  sale.  Santonine  steady. 
In  drysalteries,  spices,  &c,  we  have  to  report  lower  rates  in 
shellac,  a  very  flat  market  for  turmeric,  steady  rates  for 
galls.  Spices  are  almost  all  dull,  while  cloves  have  touched 
a  very  low  figure.  Linseed  oil  is  steadier,  cotton  unchanged, 
rape,  cocoanut,  olive,  and  palm  oils  quiet.  Turpentine 
steady,  at  20s.  for  American  on  the  spot;  and  petroleum 
easier,  at  6fd.  to  8±d.  for  American,  and  6'^d.  to  6fd.  per* 
gal.  for  Russian,  according  to  brand.  The  Bank-rate  remains 
at  2  per  cent.,  and  the  price  of  bar  silver  is  30^.  per  oz. 


Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  informs  us  that  owing  to  the  continued  fall  of 

'  Opium  Tele-  heavy  rains  in  the  gIOV>™g  districts,  and  the 
gram.  consequent  improvement  in  the  prospects  of 

the  winter-sowings,  the  opium  prices  in  Smyrna  have  declined' 
about      per  lb.  all  round. 


Zanzibar       The  following  figures  denote  the  exports  (in 
Exports    lbs-)  of  tne  PrinciPal  pharmaceutical  articles  from 
Zanzibar  in  the  month  of  September,  1895 :— 


TJ.  K. 

Continent 

Bombay 

Africa 

Total  - 

Beeswax  ..  .. 

3.134 

3,134 

Ohillies 

218,057 

17,500 

60 

39,365 

Cloves 

276,780 

20S  900 

237,317 

16,660 

807.917 

Clove  stems 

30,065 

30,065 

Copal 

36,793 

± 

36,793 

Before  the  commencement  of  to-day's  drug-auctions,  Mr. 
R.  N.  Dalton  (Dalton  &  Young)  mounted  the  rostrum  and* 
said  that  before  the  business  of  the  day  was 

peat.'ate  beKun  he  desired>  °n  behalf  of  the  brokers  of 
Mincing  Lane,  to  say  a  few  words  with  regard 
to  an  event  that  had  saddened  the  heart  of  everyone  present 
in  that  room — viz,  the  death  of  their  dear  old  friend 
Mr.  W.  H.  Peat.  Mr.  Dalton  then  proceeded  to  give  a  short 
sketch  of  the  life  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  laying  par- 
ticular stress  upon  the  unusually  long  duration  of  his  connec- 
tion with  Mincing  Lane,  and  adding  that  the  deceased,  both 
for  his  splendid  business  abilities  and  on  account  of  his 
most  genial  and  engaging  disposition,  had  for  many 
years  been  an  example  to  all  engaged  in  the 
Mincing  Lane  trade,  and  had  endeared  himself  to  all 
who  knew  him.  Proceeding,  the  speaker  expressed  h  s 
conviction  that  in  offering  the  deepest  condolence  and 
sympathy  of  the  trade  to  the  late  Mr.  Peat's  bereaved  family 
and  to  his  friends,  he  was  only  reflecting  the  feelings  of  all 
present  in  that  crowded  room.  Mr.  Peat,  although  con- 
nected with  several  branches  of  the  produce  trade,  had 
identified  himself  in  a  special  manner  with  the  drug 
business,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest 
member  of  that  trade.  Mr.  Richard  Barron  then  mounted! 
the  steps  of  the  rostrum  and  spoke  in  a  similar  strain  to  that 
of  Mr.  Dalton,  on  behalf  of  the  British  wholesale  trade  and 
the  buyers  of  drugs  generally.  He  also  referred  to  the  con- 
nection of  Mr.  Peat  with  Mincing  Lane,  which  extended  over 
considerably  more  than  half  a  century,  and  to  the  cheerful 
and  pleasant  disposition  of  the  deceased  gentleman,  who  had 
known  better  than  anyone  within  the  recollection  of  the 
present  generation  to  infuse  a  cheerful  and  hopeful  spirit  in 
those  engaged  in  business  at  times  of  severe  trade  depres- 
sion such  as  many  of  them  remembered.  He  expressed  his 
own  sense  of  personal  loss  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Peat,  and 
fully  endorsed  Mr.  Dalton's  remark  that  the  late  Mr.  Peat 
was,  throughout  his  life,  an  example  to  business  men. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Ziegele,  as  the  oldest  representative  of  the 
export  drug  trade,  added  his  tribute,  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Devitt,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm  of  Lewis  &  Peat, 
on  behalf  of  that  house,  and  of  the  family  of  the  deceased, 
expressed  his  appreciation  of  the  kind  words  which  had 
been  said.  Although  his  late  partner  had  been  associated 
with  many  branches  of  business,  he  knew  that  until  the  end 
he  kept  a  place  for  his  sympathies  with  the  drug-trade  in 
the  warmest  corner  of  his  heart.  Mr.  Devitt  himself  had 
been  associated  with  Mr.  Peat  for  many  years  as  a  partner, 
and  had  kuown  him  for  a  still  longer  time ;  and  since  Mr. 
Peat's  death  the  firm  had  received  a  large  number  of  ex- 
pressions of  sympathy  from  men  engaged  in  business  of  all 
kinds. 


Acetanilid — Still  rising  in  sympathy  with  the  advance  in 
the  raw  material.  The  quotations  range  from  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  Qd. 
per  lb.,  according  to  brand  ;  but  a  German  manufacturer 
circularised  the  trade  a  few  days  ago,  offering  to  supply 
5-cwt.  parcels  at  1*.  l\d.  per  lb. 
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Acid  (Carbolic). — Firmer,  in  sympathy  with  the  general 
advance  in  coal-tar  products.  Crystals,  39-40°  C,  are 
quoted  at  Qd.  to  Q^d. ;  34-35°  C,  at  5%d.  to  5|d.  per  lb. 
Crude  liquid  acid,  60  per  cent.,  is  held  for  Is.  7$d.*,  75  per 
cent,  for  Is.  10^d.  per  gallon. 

Acid  (Chrysophanic). — There  is  every  prospect  that 
this  drug  will  be  at  famine  prices  in  the  near  future,  unless 
abundant  supplies  of  Goa-powder  of  good  quality  should 
arrive  ere  long  Sales  have  been  made  this  week  at  prices 
in  excess  of  17s.  per  lb.,  and  ranging  up  to  20s.  per  lb., 
while  very  little  is  now,  we  should  think,  obtainable  even  at 
■the  last-named  figure.  From  Hamburg,  Goa-powder  was 
•offered  a  few  days  ago  at  2s.  5%d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Acid  (Citric). —  Steady.  The  makers'  price  is  Is.  3d.  per 
lb. ;  other  holders  offer  at  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2\d.  per  lb.  Juice  is 
quoted  at  \3l.  10s.  per  pipe,  f.o.b. 

Acid  (Salicylic).— We  cannot  report  any  alteration  in 
the  quotations,  but  the  market  is  firm,  and  several  con- 
sumers have  recently  shown  some  eagerness  to  renew  their 
current  contracts  with  manufacturers  upon  the  present 
basis. 

Acid  (Tannic). — One  of  the  German  manufacturers  was 
•still  prepared,  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  to  sell  B.P. 
leviss.  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.,  though  he  showed  an  inclination  to 
raise  his  price.  The  same  maker  quoted  technical  quality  at 
Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

Acid  (Tartaric).— Steady.  English  is  held  for  Is.  2d., 
foreign  at  Is.  \\d.  to  Is.  l^d.  per  lb. 

Aconite. — For  22  bags  small  Japanese  root  of  1891  import 
a  bid  of  20s.  per  cwt.  was  refused  to-day. 

Aloes.— Cape  aloes  showed  an  advance  to-day  of  from 
■Qd.  to  Is.  per  cwt.  on  the  last  auction  rates,  38  boxes  selling 
readily  at  22s.  Qd.  to  23s.  per  cwt.  for  good  hard,  21s.  to  22s. 
for  fair,  and  19s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  drossy  mixed 
quality.  Curaqao  aloes  is  firm,  especially  for  the  finer  quali- 
ties in  boxes,  of  which  the  supply,  both  here  and  in  the 
•States,  is  said  to  have  run  very  low.  Of  135  packages 
offered  to-day  95  sold  at  from  50s.  per  cwt.  for  nice  brown 
liver  to  43s.  per  cwt.  for  good  ditto,  while  medium  to  dark 
brought  from  34s.  down  to  25s.  per  cwt.,  and  very  common 
9s.  per  cwt.  Socotrine  aloes  sold  readily,  but  at  a  trifle  easier 
rates — viz.,  57s.  Qd.  to  62s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  rather  coarse,  but 
of  good  aroma,  while  for  a  fine  lot  80s.  was  refused., 

Ambergris. — Unchanged  in  price.  A  fairly  large  selec- 
tion was  offered  at  to-day's  auctions,  but  no  business 
was  done. 

Antimony. — For  crude  Japanese  antimony  17Z.  per  ton 
is  asked. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Four  10-cwt.  casks  of  viscous  brown 
•balsam  were  bought  in  to-day  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  the  broker 
stating  that  he  nas  sold  large  quantities  of  this  variety 
privately.  At  auction  one  out  of  six  casks  of  thin  red-brown 
balsam  of  Bahia  variety  was,  it  seemed,  sold  at  Is.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — There  is  hardly  anything  to  be  had  on 
■the  spot,  10s.  per  lb.  being  the  quotation  for  good  genuine 
balsam.  Two  cases  "guaranteed  genuine  quality"  were 
bought  in  at  the  drug  sales  at  lis.  per  lb.  For  shipment 
there  are  much  lower  offers,  however. 

Balsam  Tollt. — The  supply  at  auction  to-day  was  limited 
to  8  packages.  Six  tins  ot  fine  genuine  balsam  were  bought 
in  at  2s.  per  lb.  Two  cases  of  more  glassy  quality  at  2s.  Qd. 
per  lb. 

Benzoin. — Siam  gum  showed  no  alteration  at  to-day's 
auctions,  but  the  demand  was  very  well  maintained.  Of  23 
packages,  11  found  buyers  to-day  at  131.  per  cwt.  for  fair 
Drown  almonds  in  block,  11.  for  small  pale  clean  yellow  sitt- 
ings in  block,  Ql.  15s.  to  11.  (subject  to  approval)  for  fair 
greyish  brown  almonds  in  block — which  was  rather  a  decline 
on  the  price  asked  at  the  last  preceding  auctions — and  80s  , 
subject  to  approval,  for  small  sittings  in  block.  Sumatra 
gum  sold  well  at  full  prices,  especially  for  fine  qualities, 
which  remain  rather  scarce.  Of  55  packages  (a  small 
supply)  shown  to-day,  30  sold  at  Ql.  2s.  Qd  to  81.  Is.  Qd.  for 
good  seconds,  small  to  medium,  pale  almondy  centres,  slightly 
false-packed  corners,  Ql.  15s.  per  cwt.  for  fair  seconds,  small 


pale  almonds,  false-packed  corners,  and  72s.  Qd.  for  low 
badly  false  packed,  with  few  almonds.  Eighteen  cases 
dull  Palembang  gum,  with  very  few  almonds,  realised  17s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.  without  reserve. 

Buchu. — Practically  unchanged,  but  with  a  slightly  easier 
tendency  for  common  qualities.  At  auctions  to-day  37 
packages  were  offered,  but  only  9  sold  at  3$d.  to  Qd.  per  lb. 
for  yellow,  stalky,  round  leaves.  Bids  of  5d.  per  lb.  for  fine, 
green,  round  leaves  were  rejected,  holders  requiring  Qd. 
2  bales  of  false  buchu  (Empleurum  serrulatum)  were  taken 
out  without  mention  of  price. 

Caffeine. — The  market  remains  firm  at  last  week's  quo- 
tation— viz.,  18s.  to  19s.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity  and 
position.  The  manufacturers  are  very  busy,  and  do  not 
much  care  to  sell  for  some  months  ahead.  They  seem  both  to 
be  of  opinion  that,  if  any  change  is  made,  it  will  be  towards 
higher  rates.  It  is  said  in  the  Ceylon  papers  that  there  has 
of  late  been  a  very  strong  demand  for  tea- fluff,  red  leaf,  and 
tea- sweepings  on  the  part  of  dyers,  who  have  found  a  profit- 
able use  for  these  articles  in  their  industry. 

Calabar  Beans. — 6  bags  sold  cheaply  to-day  at  lf<Z. 
per  lb. 

Calumba. — Quite  neglected.  Several  hundred  bags  were 
shown  to-day,  but  no  sales  were  effected,  lis.  to  12s.  per 
cwt.  being  the  buying-in  prices  for  fair  sorts. 

Camphor  (Crude)  is  again  firmer.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  week  a  fairly  considerable  business  has  been 
done,  and  steady  buying  on  the  part  of  the  syndicate  has 
kept  the  market  in  good  trim,  the  position,  at  the  close, 
showing  a  recovery  of  several  shillings  on  last  week's  quota- 
tions. Formosa  camphor  has  been  sold,  a  few  days  ago,  at 
177s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for  December-February  shipment ; 
but  since  then  higher  figures  have  been  paid.  It  is  even 
said  that  for  November-February  shipment  business  has 
been  done  in  this  variety  at  185s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  while 
higher  prices  are  now  asked.  For  Japan  camphor  187s.  Qd. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f;,  is  said  to  have  been  paid,  shipment  up  to 
February.  There  is  now  very  little  offering  from  the  other 
side.  At  auction  to-day  190s.  per  cwt.  was  paid  for  5  cases 
Formosa  camphor,  from  Hamburg.  It  is  said,  however,  that 
to-day  the  market  is  flatter  again,  with  lower  offers  from  the 
East. 

Camphor  (Refined). — A  few  days  ago  a  parcel  of 
between  2  and  3  tons  refined  camphor  was  sold  by  auction 
at  Hamburg,  being  forced  for  sale  by  a  bank  which 
is  said  to  have  lent  money  upon  it,  and  being  reported  to 
have  been  bought  by  one  or  more  firms  of  camphor-refiners. 
The  price  realised  was  4.30m.  per  kilo.,  which  is  somewhat 
less  than  2s.  per  lb.,  London  parity.  No  change  has  been 
made  in  the  quotations  of  English  refiners. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Forty  robbins  dusty  and  dark  mixed 
brownish  tops  were  bought  in ;  there  were  no  bids  at  2^d. 
per  lb. 

Caraway- seed.  —  Prices  have  improved,  25s.  9d.  per 
cwt.,  f.o.b.,  being  to-day's  quotation  for  good  Butch  1895 
seed.  This,  however,  is  without  engagement,  as  higher  rates 
are  looked  for. 

Cardamoms. — At  to-day's  sales  the  supply  was  small.  It 
consisted  of  163  packages,  of  which  78  sold  at  steady  prices 
— viz. :  Ceylon-Mysore,  medium  to  bold  round  pale,  2s  2d.  to 
2s.  3d.  per  lb. ;  smaller  size,  but  good  appearance,  Is.  3d. ; 
small  to  medium,  fair  pale  to  brownish,  Is.  4<2.  to  Is.  Qd.  per 
lb.   Seed  realised  from  2s.  to  2s.  2d.  per  lb 

Chirata. — 3\d.  per  lb.  is  asked  for  9  bales  of  fair  quality. 

Cinchona. — At  to-day's  drug-sales  several  parcels  of 
South  American  and  other  cinchona-barks  were  offered. 
The  most  interesting  lot  was  one  of  12  serons,  recently 
arrived  from  Payta  (Peru),  which  sold,  with  good  competi- 
tion, at  10\d.  per  lb.  for  fair  Loxa  quill,  l\d.  for  mixed 
Huanoco,  and  from  2\d.  to  Q\d.  per  lb.  for  damaged 
Huanoco.  Sixteen  bales  of  Maracaibo  bark  realised  from 
l\d  to  9d.  for  sound  and  3d  per  lb.  for  damaged.  Of  the 
other  lots  offered,  very  little  was  sold. 

Cloves  have  been  considerably  depressed,  and  at  one 
time  during  the  week  touched  the  lowest  quotation  on 
record,  Zanzibar  having  been  sold  on  the  spot  at  l\^d.  per  lb> 
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cash,  less  interest.  For  January-March  a  considerable 
business  has  taken  place  at  lip.  to  lf|<f.  per  lb.  At  auctions 
81  bales  sold  at  lower  prices  ;  ordinary  to  medium  dark,  l\d. 
to  l^d.  ;  fine  bright  pale  at  3d.  per  lb. 

Coal-tar  Distillation  Products. — Aniline  oil  has 
lately  advanced  from  b\d.  to  about  3d.  per  lb.  Benzole  has 
again  advanced  sharply  this  week,  and  is  very  scarce. 
Fifties  are  quoted  at  Is.  9±i.  to  Is.  lQd. ;  nineties,  2s.  to 
2s.  Id.  per  gal.  Sulphate  oj  ammonia  is  dull  Becton  91., 
Becton  terms,  SI  12s.  6d.  Betined  tar  quotes  at  lis.  6d. 
per  barrel,  crude  at  lfiZ."  to  2d.  per  gal.  Pitch,  38s.  per 
cwt,  f.o.b.  Toluol  firm,  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is  3d.  per  gal.  Creasote, 
l$d.  to  lid. ;  liquid,  2d.  Salts,  27s.  6d.  Naphtha  (Crude), 
30  percent,  is  quoted  at  8\d.  to  9d. ;  solvent,  90  to  95  per 
cent.,  at  Is.  2\d.  per  gal. 

Coca-leaves. — 8  bales  of  damaged  but  otherwise  fair 
thin  Traxillo  leaves  sold  without  reserve  at  IQd.  per  lb.  to 
ll\d.  per  lb.  to-day.  Sound  quality  was  bought  in  at  Is.  2d. 
per  lb.,  and  good  Huanoco  character  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Colocynth  is  scarce  and  in  good  demand  at  firm  prices. 
Private  sales  have  been  made  at  2*.  6d.  per  lb.  for  good  pale 
Turkey  apple,  and  at  auctions  that  figure  was  obtained  for 
2  casks  good,  rather  seedy  mixed,  while  one  cask  of  ordinary 
quality  sold  at  2s  2d.  per  lb.  Of  9  packages  seedy  Spanish 
pulp  from  Almeria,  1  sold  at  Is.  per  lb.,  which  is  rather  a 
low  price ;  the  rest  is  held  for  the  same  figure.  It  is  said 
that  for  shipment  as  much  as  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  c.i.f .  terms,  is  asked 
by  holders. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — There  is  no  business  doing,  but  the 
market  closes  steadier  at  98s.  to  100s.  for  powder,  and  95s. 
to  96s.  for  best  white  crystals.  The  quotation  from  Bordeaux 
is  89s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

Cubebs  are  exceedingly  dull  of  sale.  Good  berries 
from  Singapore  may  be  had  privately  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  but  at 
auction  no  sales  were  m  ade,  and  105  bags  which  were  offered 
were  all  bought  in,  at  35s.  for  good  brown  and  black  berries, 
not  stalky,  from  Singapore  and  Bombay.  Several  lots  of 
cubeb  stalks  and  siftings  were  offered  without  reserve,  but 
could  not  find  a  buyer.  It  is  said  that  sales  of  ordinary 
cubebs  have  been  made  in  Amsterdam  at  the  parity  of  about 
20s.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's-blood. — Singapore  gum  in  reed  showed  a  re- 
markable decline  in  price  to-day,  6  cases  of  rather  rough 
finger,  partly  broken,  being  knocked  down  at  6Z  to  61.  5s., 
a  decline  of  about  30s.  per  cwt.  Another  parcel  of  fine 
finger  in  reed  was  very  firmly  held,  the  owner  stating  that 
he  would  not  accept  less  than  101.  10s  per  cwt.  Lump 
dragon's- blood  was  also  easier,  fine  bright  selling  at 
81.  lis.  6d  ;  ordinary  damp  hard  saucer  at  51.  15s.  to  61.,  and 
a  parcel  of  very  common  pieces  of  a  pale  pink  colour  at 
57s.  per  cwt.  Altogether  43  packages  were  offered,  of  which 
13  sold. 

Elemi  — About  2s.  lower,  14  cases  rather  yellowish,  but 
genuine,  Manilla  gam  selling  at  23s  per  cwt.  Another  lot 
was  bought  in  at  a  nominal  price. 

Ergot  op  Rye  — Rather  neglected.  Four  132-lb.  boxes 
from  the  Canary  Islands,  showing  a  sound  but  lean  and 
rather  pale  brown  ergot,  sold  cheaply  at  from  5^d.  to  6d. 
per  lb.  Fourteen  bags  of  fair  dry  mixed  ergot,  mirked  of 
the  ''new crop,"  were  bought  in  at  Sd.  per  lb.,  an  offer  of  Id. 
being  rejected. 

Galls. —  Chinese  remain  very  firm  at  65s.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot  for  Shanghai.  Sales  of  plum-shaped  galls  have  been 
made  a1;  58s  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  November-December  ship- 
ment.   Tbe  last  quotation  for  Japanese  galls  was  54s  ,  f.o.b. 

Gamboge. — Unaltered.  No  sales  were  made  to  day.  For 
good  partly  blocky  pipe  of  bright  fracture,  112  is  asked. 

Ginger — Fine  Jamaican  ginger  is  almost  unobtainable, 
and  for  ordinary  kinds  extreme  prices  are  asked,  the  bulk  of 
the  stock  being  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  one  or  two 
firms.  It  is  generally  expected,  however,  that  when  the  new 
crop  begins  to  come  in  in  the  early  part  of  next  year,  there 
will  be  a  decline  in  tin  present  prices.  At  auctions  on 
Wedtesdnv  no  Jamaican  was  offered,  while  the  small 
supply  o1  510  bags  ot  Cochin  ginger  was  bought  in.  Seventy- 
rive  bags  Bengal  giDger,  however,  sold,  without  reserce,  at 
17s.  6a'.  to  18i.  per  cwt.    The  price  at  which  the  30  bags 


Rhatoon  ginger  reported  upon  in  our  last  issue  were  sold 
was  from  74s.  6d.  to  75s.  per  cwt.,  and  not  85s  ,  as  reported.  • 

GlyceRine — Quotations  are  again  higher— viz  ,  from 
70s.  up  to  77s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  double- distilled,  sg.  1260, 
from  the  German  manufacturers,  according  to  brand,- 
Second-hand  holders,  however,  would  probably  still  accept 
66s.  per  cwt.  The  English  manufacturers  cannot,  it  is  said,.- 
book  any  orders  at  present,  and  for  Lever's  brand,  double 
distilled,  s.g.  1260,  70s.  is  asked  for  delivery  next  year.  It 
is  stated  that  the  demand  for  dynamite  glycerine  is  so  great 
that  the  English  manufacturers  can  sell  that  quality  at 
almost  the  same  price  they  get  for  the  double  distilled. 

Gum  Acacia. — At  auctions  there  was  little  demand,  10  bales- 
of  good  soft  and  dusty  sorts,  rather  yellow,  from  Suez  realising 
65s  ,  but  the  bulk  of  the  Soudan  sorts  was  bought  in  at  from 
55s.  up"  to  80s.  for  good  quality.  Of  Trieste  picked  gum, 
several  parcels  were  also  bought  in  ;  medium  palish  at  from 
11.  to  11.  10s. ;  ordinary  brown  to  fair  grey  from  51.  to  61.  15s. 
per  cwt. 

Honey. — Jamaican  remains  unchanged  at  rather  low 
prices.  For  a  parcel  of.  18  barrels  pale  and  orange  mixed, 
candied  honey  26s  per  cwt.  was  the  quotation  mentioned 
in  to-day's  sales.  For  22  ca9ks  brownish- orange  candied 
22s.  is  required,  a  bid  of  20s.  having  been  refused,  and  a. 
bid  of  21s.  6d.  was  also  rejected  for  8  casks  of  thick  orange 
and  brown  honey.  Thirty  cases  good  pale  Californian, 
were  bought  in  at  44s.,  while  a  13-case  lot  in  ^-cwt.  tins 
from  Queensland  sold  without  reserve  at  the  low  figure  of 
18s.  per  cwt.  This  honey  is  thick,  and  of  a  dull  grey, 
colour. 

Ipecacuanha. —  Cartagena  (Colombian)  root  sold  well  to- 
day at  steady  prices,  15  packages  being  all  disposed  of  at 
4s  2d.  to  4s.  3d  per  lb  for  good  plump  but  damaged  quality.. 
Brazilian  (Rio)  root  is  a  trifle  easier,  say  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb. 
on  the  average.  Sound  but  partly  damaged  root  of  fair  to 
good  annulated  quality  realised  from  4s.  Id.  to  5s  per  lb.  A 
106  lb.  seron  of  false  ipecacuanha  (Psychotiia  emetica)  sold 
to-day  at  2d.  per  lb  ,  subject  to  paying  charges. 

$  Jalap. — Three  bags  mouldy  Vera  Cruz  jalap  of  different- 
sizes  represented  the  whole  of  the  supply  at  to-day's 
auctions.    They  were  bought  in  at  9d.  per  lb. 

Kola. — About  Id.  per  lb.  dearer,  with  a  fair  demand.  Of 
39  packages,  5  sold  at  Is.  to  Is.  Id.  for  fair  to  good  West 
Indian,  and  at  Id.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  Malta  ditto. 

Lime-juice  is  rather  easier ;  15  barrels  from  Antigua  W.I , 
fair  quality,  rather  mixed  with  sediment,  sold,  at  10d.  to  lldl: 
per  gallon. 

Menthol. — Unchanged,  14s.  to  14s.  6d.  per  lb.  being  the 
spot  quotation.  At  auction  several  lots  were  bought  in  at 
from  14s.  to  15s.,  while  for  threa  cases  of  Cocking' s  b.aad,  16s. 
is  said  to  be  the  bottom  price. 

Methylated  Spirit. — Is.  6d.  per  gallon,  packages  extra 

Musk. — A  very  quiet  market.  Prices  show  little  weaken- 
ing, but  in  spite  of  the  statements  which  continue  to- 
be  made  about  the  "  famine  prices  "  alleged  to  prevail  in 
China,  stllers  can  make  no  headway  at  the  public  sales.  At 
auction  to-day,  lor  instance,  not  a  single  tin  was  sold.  Four- 
teen caddies  Xonqain  pods,  first  pile,  were  bought  in  at  80s.  to- 
85s.  per  oz.  for  line  small  to  medium,  well-trimmed,  dry, 
thin  blue  skin  and  underskin,  70s  to  75s.  per  oz.  for  small 
to  bold  grey  skin,  fairly  dry,  partly  broken,  and  60s.  per  oz. 
for  medium  to  bold  old-fashioned,  very  dry  and  skinny.  For 
tbe  last-named  lot  a  bid  of  42s  per  oz.  was  made.  Third- 
pile  pods  weie  bonght  in  at  40s.  per  oz.  for  small  to  bold 
damp  blue  skin,  partly  adulterated,  and  at  23s.  per  cz.  for 
common  damp  and  skinny  pods.  Nepaul  grain  musk  was 
bought  in  ac  45s.  per  oz 

Myrrh. — A  few  lots  out  of  the  105  packages  offered  to- 
day sola  cheaply  at  52s.  6d  per  cwt.  tor  medium  sorts  from 
Bombay  Good  but  dusty  sorts  were  bought  in  ac  70s.,  fair 
bright  picked  at  51.  10s ,  and  good  coarse  sittings  ac  60s. 
per  cwt. 

Naphthaline  Balls. — German  brands  offer,  in  240  lb. 
barrels,  at  lis.  6d  per  lb.,  c.i.f  British  port. 

Oil  (Castor)  — Firm.  For  French  medicinal  3&d.  per  lb.  is 
asked,  tor  Italian  ditto  3fd  per  If. 
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Oil  (Cod- lives). — Firm,  at  180s.  per  barrel  for  finest  non- 
congealing  Norwegian.  At  auctions  only  5  barrels  Nor- 
wegian oil  were  offered  and  bought  in  at  180s.  per  barrel. 

Oils  (Essential). —  Oil  of  Eucalyptus  continues  to 
be  in  good  demand  privately,  but  at  to-day's  auctions,  of 
37  cases  offered,  31  were  bought  in,  Globulus  oil,  at  2s. 
per  lb.  For  a  parcel  almost  colourless  oil  from  South 
Australia  Is.  9d.  per  lb.  was  asked.  Eleven  cases  were  cata- 
logued without  reserve,  but  that  qualification  was  struck  out 
when  the  parcel  came  up  for  sale.  No  bids  were  made  for 
it.  A  parcel  of  6  cases,  Native  Bear  brand,  sold  without 
reserve  at  Is.  per  lb.  Four  cases  of  HGH  Spearmint  were 
bought  in  at  10s  per  lb ,  and  10  cases  Oil  of  Cinnamon  at 
3d.  per  oz  Of  Bay  oil  3  cases  American  sold  at  8s.  per  lb. 
Hose  oil  shows  no  change :  the  market  is  very  much  over- 
supplied.  Good  yellow  oil  from  Bombay  is  limited  at  3%d. 
per  oz.  For  6  pots  of  ordinary  quality  a  bid  of  l\d.  per  oz. 
was  refused,  lid.  being  the  price.  Some  trial  shipments  of 
what  is  described  as  pure  Eucalyptol  have  lately  been 
received  from  Australia,  and  sales  ot  this  article  have  been 
made  in  London  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  Dementholised  Japanese 
Peppermint  oil  was  bought  in  to-day  at  6s.  9d.  to  7s  6d.  per 
lb  ,  and  Nutmeg  oil  at  3d.  per  oz  Of  Lemongrass  oil  2  cases 
of  Winter's  brand  were  taken  out,  while  5  cases  of  Winter's 
Citronella  were  also  bought  in  at  2\d.  per  oz.  Citronella  oil 
is  again  much  dearer ;  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for 
drums  on  the  spot,  and  Is  Id.  per  lb.  for  small  parcels  in 
drums.  It  is  said  that  there  are  now  no  farther  sellers 
below  Is  3d.  per  lb.  Ltmongrass  oil  is  also  firmer;  2d.  per 
oz.  has  been  paid  on  the  spot,  but  2~d.  is  asked.  For  ship- 
ment 2d.  per  oz ,  c.i.f.,  January-March,  is  reported  paid. 
Cassia  oil  has  again  advanced.  On  the  spot  10s.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid  for  75-per-cent.  oil ;  and  for  oil  without  guarantee, 
but  supposed  to  contain  about  50  per  cent,  of  cinnamic 
aldehyde,  7s.  6d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid.  A  good  business  is 
likewise  reported  for  shipment.  For  45-50  per-cent.  oil  6s  ,  for 
50-55-per  cent,  oil  6s.  IQ^d  per  lb.,  c.i  f.,  November- December, 
is  the  quotation.  Star  anise  oil  has  again  been  an  article  of 
much  interest,  and  considerable  sales  have  been  made  both 
on  the  spot  and  for  arrival.  On  the  spot,  9s  3d.,  9s.  9d., 
10s.,  and  to-day  10s.  3d.  has  been  paid,  while  9s  3d.  per  lb  , 
c.i.f  ,  has  been  paid,  it  is  said,  for  December- January  ship- 
ment. Mexican  linaloes  oil  offers  at  4s.  Id.  per  lb.,  cif. 
terms. 

Opium  has  been  in  better  demand  this  week,  but  busi- 
ness has  so  far  been  comparatively  small,  and  prices  show 
scarcely  any  alteration.  The  London  market  remains  very 
inactive  at  last  week's  quotations. 

Obbis. — Florentine  root  is  maintained  in  price  at  the 
reduction  announced  last  week  with  a  slightly  firmer  tendency. 
Best  selected  Florentine  may  be  had  at  69s  to  70s.,  f  o.b. ;  good 
sorts  at  about  5s.  below  that  figure.  Veronese  orris  has 
come  down  in  sympathy  with  the  more  expensive  variety,  fine 
bold  being  now  offered  at  59s.  6d.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.  terms.  At 
auction  10  bags  Italian  were  shown.  For  good  palish 
Florentine  root  79s.  6d  per  cwt.  was  mentioned  as  the  price, 
while  fair  bold  Veronese  was  bought  in  at  72s  per  cwt. 
There  were  also  39  bales  of  Fast  Indian  orris  imported  from 
Aden  in  long,  lean,  dark-brown  pieces;  for  part  of  this 
31s.  per  cwt.  was  paid  and  refused. 

Quicksilver  — Qaiet.  The  principal  importers  quote 
11.  Is.  6d.,  secondhand  holders  11.  5s.  per  bottle. 

Quince  seed. — Steady  and  in  demand.  Two  bags  from 
the  Cape  realised  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  to-day. 

Quinine.— Tending  lower.  No  bu3ine«  is  reported  this 
week,  but  there  are  sellers  of  second-hand  German  bulk 
quinine  at  Is.  Id.  per  oz. 

Rhubaeb  — There  is  no  alteration  in  the  price,  and  the 
general  tone  at  to  day's  auctions  was  scarcely  encouraging. 

Of  200  cases,  only  3L  sold  at  the  following  figures:  Shensi, 

fine  bold  flat  root  of  fair  pinky  fracture,  2s.  6d. ;  small  to 
medium  round,  three-fourths  pinky,  one-fourth  grey  fracture, 
Is.  9d. ;  mediam  to  bold  flat,  unsightly,  pinky-grey  fracture' 
partly  dark,  Is  3d  ;  small  to  medium  ditto,  Is  6d. ;  rough 
round  and  flat  pickings,  lid  per  lb.  Canton,  bold  flat,  fair 
coat,  spongy  pinky -grey  fracture,  Is.  Id.  ;  round  and  fiat 
pickings,  9d.  per  lb.  High-  dried,  medium  to  bold  fair, 
bright  coat,  even  pinky  grey  fracture,  slightly  wormy,' 


9\d.  per  lb.  For  good  bold  bright  Shensi  root  3s.  3d.  per  lb. 
was  refused. 

St.  Ignatius  Beans. — Eight  bags,  via,  Singapore,  were 
catalogued  for  to-day's  sales,  but  they  were  not  landed  in 
time.  From  Hamburg  there  are  offers  at  3d.  to  lOd.  per  lb. 
c.i.f.  terms. 

Saffron. — The  firmness  still  continues,  31s.  per  lb.  being 
quoted  for  finest  new  crop  Valencia  saffron  to  arrive,  while 
for  fine  seconds  quality  the  price  runs  from  27*.  to  28s.  Fair 
Alicante  is  nominally  quoted  at  19s.  per  lb. 

Sandalwood. — Ten  bundles  chips  sold  at  35s.  per  cwt. 
to-day,  and  for  100  bales  of  very  ommon  quality  an  offer  of 
5s.  per  cwt.  is  to  ba  submitted. 

Santonine  is  in  slightly  better  demand :  the  manufac- 
turers quote  7s.  6d.  per  lb. ;  second-hand  holders  would 
take  7s.  3d.,  and  possibly  7s.,  per  lb. 

Sabsa.parilla,  steady.  Sea-damaged  Jatmica  root  sold 
freely  to-day  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is  2d.  per  lb. ;  five  bales  of  Lima- 
Jamaica  sold  at  9^d.  to  lOd.  per  lb.  for  damaged  root. 
Guayaquil  root  in  biles  offers  from  South  America  at 
3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Havre. 

Scammony. — Eleven  bags  of  root  sold  cheaply  to-day  at 
40s.  per  cwt.  Some  cases  of  fine  Turkish  virgin  resin  are  on 
the  market,  but  they  are  held  for  very  high  rates. 

Senna. — The  supply  of  Tinnevelly  leaves  at  to-day's 
auctions  consisted  of  542  packages,  mostly  in  first  hand,  of 
recent  import,  but  containing  hardly  anything  of  really  fine 
quality.  Nearly  the  whole  of  this  sold,  at  rather  irregular 
rates,  common  grades  being  somewhat  cheaper ;  but  the 
best  lots  realised  full  prices.  Medium  to  fiat  fair  greenish, 
slightly  yellow  tinged  leaf,  brought  from  3d.  to  3\d  ;  small 
to  medium  greenish  to  ordinary  dark  mixed,  from  2\d.  to 
\\d. ;  and  common  qualities  from  l\d.  down  to  £  d.  per  lb. 
A  few  bales  of  pods  sold  at  2d.  per  lb.  Of  Alexandrian 
senna  8  bales  good  clean  but  broken  leaf  were  bought  in  at 
3d.  per  lb. 

Shellac  — The  market  has  been  dragging,  and  the 
tendency  was  uninterruptedly  downward  since  our  last  report. 
At  auctions  only  311  cases  were  offered,  of  which  144  sold 
without  change  in  quotable  value.  Good  second  Orange, 
119s. ;  ordinary  livery  blocky  to  good  free  but  dark  red,  at 
from  90s.  to  110s. ;  resinous  cakey  second  Button  lac  sold  at 
94s.  to  95s.  per  cwt.  The  market  for  arrival  is  several 
shillings  lower  than  last  week,  TN  for  January- March  and 
February- April  shipment  having  successively  be€n  sold  at 
103s.  and  102s  ;  while  to-day  there  are  sellers  at  100s  ,  but 
no  buyers  can  be  found. 

Spermaceti. — Refined  American  on  the  spot  is  quoted 
at  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Spices  (Various)  — Black  pepper  has  been  neglected  and 
slow  of  sale,  business  having  been  done  in  Singapore  on  the 
spot  at  2{zd  ,  while  at  auction  2\d.  to  2\d.  was  paid  for  fair 
to  good  quality.  White  pepper  is  fairly  steady,  and  business 
has  been  done  for  arrival  at  rates  which  have  been,  well 
maintained.  On  the  spot  Penang  has  sold  privately  at  2\d. 
The  quarterly  Cinnamon  sales,  which  were  held  this  week, 
showed  a  large  supply  of  2,817  bales,  of  which  1,950  sold, 
owing  to  the  general  willingness  of  holders  to  meet  the 
market,  at  an  average  decline  of  fully  2d.  per  lb.  compared 
with  the  la9t  sales,  and  from  Id.  to  \d.  below  the  last  private 
figures  for  ordinary  to  medium  qualities,  the  price  of  which 
ranged  from  l\d.  for  fourths  up  to  Is.  3d  per  lb.  for  fine 
firsts.  Chips  sold  fairly  well  at  3d.  to  3\d.  for  fair  to  good. 
Pimento  rather  easier,  at  2§<£.  to  2ld.  for  medium  to  good. 
Arrowroot  is  dull  ot  sale.  Tapioca  flat  and  neglected. 
Nutmegs  and  Mace  very  dull. 

Squill  — Without  demand  ;  71  packages  were  offered  to- 
day, of  which  only  a  few  sold  at  l\d.  per  lb. ;  the  best  quality 
was  bought  in  at  3\d.  per  lb. 

Stavesacre  seed. — Six  bales,  partly  damaged,  were 
sold  to-day  without  reserve,  and  realised  the  very  good 
price  of  70s.  per  cwt. 

Sugar  of  Milk  remains  scarce,  pure  quality  being 
quoted  at  from  75s.  to  77s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Tonca  Beans  are  steady,  bold  frosted  Angostura  being 
quoted  at  7s  Qd.  per  lb.  nominally.    Four  packages  of  good 
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partly  frosted  Para  beans  sold  to-day  at  the  high  price  of 
2s.  3d.  per  lb. ;  other  lots  of  good  quality  were  bought  in  at 
2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Tragacanth.— Really  first- class  Bassora  tragacanth  is 
almost  unobtainable,  and  prices  for  this  variety  are  nominal. 
For  fine  seconds  for  druggists  from  14Z.  10s.  to  15Z.  is  now 
the  quotation.  By  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  tragacanth 
stocked  in  London  is  held  off  the  market  for  higher  prices 
than  those  now  ruling.  In  medium  and  low  grades  con- 
siderable business  was  done  right  up  to  the  end  of  last  week, 
but  since  then  the  market  has  become  quiet.  Good  pale 
seconds  were  bought  in  to-day  at  14Z.  10s.  to  15Z.  per  cwt. 

Turmeric  lower.  Sixty-four  bags  bright  Madras  bulb 
sold  to-day  at  7s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla.— About  2,000  lbs.  offered  to-day  and  sold,  with 
good  competition,  at  steady  rates,  especially  for  short  beans. 

Wax  (Bees'). — Jamaican  beeswax  is  a  shade  firmer, 
71.  12s.  6d.  to  71.  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being  paid  to-day. 
Mozambique  realised  71.  2s.  Qd.  Australian  71.  Zanzibar  71. 
for  good,  and  60s.  per  cwt.  for  very  low. 

Winter's  Bark — Under  this  name  5  bales  of  a  bark 
which  was  not  genuine  Winter's  bark  were  offered  to-day, 
and  taken  out  without  mention  of  price.  The  parcel  had 
been  imported  via  Hamburg. 


The  Heavy  Chemical  Market. 

Chemicals  generally  are  quiet,  and  without  important 
changes,  either  as  regards  business  passing  or  prices  obtained. 
Already  shipments  to  some  of  the  northern  ports  have 
ceased,  and  stoppage  to  others  is  imminent.  The  home 
market  is  fairly  busy,  and  its  demand  is  keeping  the  works 
steadily  going.  All  things  taken  into  consideration,  the 
volume  of  business  transacted  is  very  fair,  quite  equalling, 
if  not  in  excess  of,  the  average  for  this  time  of  the 
year.  Soda  crystalsm  better  request,  at  37s.  6d,  to  42s.  6d.  per 
ton  free  on  jails  at  makers'  works.  Hyposulphite  of  sodais  in 
better  supply,  bat  continues  to  move  steadily  ;  it  is  now 
quoted  61.  5s.  per  ton  net  for  7-cwt.  casks,  and  71.  per  ton 
net  1-cwt.  kegs.  Bookings  for  delivery  over  next  year  are 
moderate.  Borax  remains  firm  at  quotations  last  given, 
but  with  prospect  of  early  advancement.  Chlorate  of  soda 
scarce.  Aluminate  of  soda,  in  better  demand,  45s.  per 
cwt.  Soda  ash,  48-per-cent.,  31.  15s.  per  ton  net.  Alkali, 
52-per-cent.,  0,1.  15s  to  51.  per  ton  net.  Bichromate  of 
soda  steady  at  late  rates.  Caustic  soda  unchanged. 
Saltcahe  is  selling  freely,  both  lor  prompt  and  forward. 
Nitrate  of  soda  rather  steadier.  Barium  compounds,  with 
the  exception  of  the  sulphocyanide,  which  is  quiet,  are  all 
very  firm,  and  in  increased  demand,  especially  the  Chloride, 
which  is  now  somewhat  scarce,  stocks  having  become  con- 
siderably thinned.  Alum  quiet.  Sulpihate  of  alumina  selling 
freely.  Carbonate  of  alumina  decidedly  better  inquiry,  301. 
per  ton  ;  single  cask,  5  cwt.,  37s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia,  is  perhaps,  j  ast  a  trifle  firmer,  81.  15s.  per  ton  net, 
f.o.b.  Leith,  Hull,  and  Liverpool,  being  to-day's  value  for 
prompt.  Nothing  is  being  done  for  forward.  Leith  exports 
last  week  were  303  tons,  against  233  tons  for  the  previous 
week.  Sal-ammoniac,  first  and  second  white,  steady.  Arsenic, 
lump  and  powder,  in  brisk  request,  and  look  like  improving. 
Bleaching -powder  firm  at  late  rates  for  both  home  and 
export.  Sulphate  of  copper,  good  demand.  Acetate,  without 
change.  Green  copperas,  upward  tendeocy,  Lancashire  makes 
being  very  scarce.  Pearl  hardening,  31.  per  ton  net.  Yellow 
prussiate  of  potash  stiffening.  Bichromate  of  potash,  in 
active  demand.  Chlorate  of  potash  quiet.  Saltpetre  with- 
out change.  Holland  flower  sulphur  flat.  Recovered  sulphur 
meets  with  g<  od  inquiry  and  easily  maintains  its  value. 
Cream  of  tartar,  crystals  and  powdered,  easier.  South  Durham 
salt  firm.  Acids  weak,  but  unchanged.  Oil  market  gener- 
ally quiet,  but  firm.  Catton  seed  oil,  17s.  6d.  to  18s  for  Liver- 
pool refined;  17s.  9d  per  cwt.  for  American.  Linseed  oil, 
21s.  to  21s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Palm  oil,  191.  5s.  per  ton.  Refined 
Petroleum  oil  has  advanced,  Russian  to  Q%d.  per  gallon,  and 
American  to  7%d.  to  8\d.  per  gallon,  according  to  quality. 
Naphtha,  miscible,  3s  per  gallon,  and  solvent  wood  3s.  Id.  psr 
gallon. 


The  Liverpool  Drug-market.  i 
Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  November  27, 
says  that  Acacia  gums  have  been  rather  neglected.  In  Soudan 
sorts  no  business  has  been  done,  and  the  situation  generally 
is  unchanged,  with  sellers  asking  48s.  to  60s.  cwt.  Brazilian 
is  scarce  and  in  request.  Of  Niger  gum  only  a  limited 
quantity  is  offering,  but  fresh  arrivals  have  just  taken  place. 
A  new  arrival  of  Jaborandi  has  been  offered  at  auction  ;  the 
quality  was  very  nice  green,  but  the  lot  was  withdrawn, 
holders'  views  being  much  above  those  of  sellers.  Castor  oil 
has  experienced  a  sharp  movement  in  all  descriptions  during 
the  week,  good  seconds  Calcutta  realising  1\d.  lb.,  first  pres- 
sure French  2,\d.  to  23s5d.,  while  Madras  has  been  selling  freely 
at  1\d.  The  position  is  very  strong,  and  holders  look  for  much 
better  prices  in  the  near  future.  Kola  nuts  are  arriving 
sparingly,  and  the  few  lots  offered  fetched  from  5d.  to  7d.  lb. 
Beeswax  is  in  very  good  demand,  71.  2s.  6d.  per  cwt.  being; 
asked  for  Gambia  (W.C.A.),  and  71.  17s.  6d.  to  31. 10s.  for 
Chilian  as  in  quality.  Six  tons  of  African  Ginger  sold  in 
one  line  at  26s.  per  cwt.,  and  holders  would  go  on  at  that 
price  for  prime  root.  Canary  seed  is  quiet  but  steady  at 
late  rates.  Honey  is  in  quiet  demand,  and  there  is  some 
movement  in  the  lower  grades  of  Chilian  at  prices  which 
favour  buyers. 

The  Amsterdam  Market. 
Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  reports  that  the  cubeb 
market  remains  utterly  neglected ;  no  business  can  be 
reported,  and  there  is  nothing  whatever  to  indicate  any 
probability  of  improvement.  A  parcel  of  173  bales  of  coarse 
berries  are  to  be  offered  for  sale  on  November  26,  part  of  this, 
however,  is  of  very  inferior  quality.  On  the  same  date  the  15- 
barrels  of  fine  yellow  Cajuput  oil,  of  which  the  arrival  was 
recently  reported,  are  to  be  offered.  This  parcel,  as  already 
pointed  out,  is  a  trial  shipment,  the  object  being  to  find  a. 
more  suitable  means  for  bringing  the  oil  to  Europe  than  that 
of  packing  it  in  old  bottles,  which  has  been  adopted  from 
time  out  of  mind.  Ordinary  green  oil  in  bottles  is  worth 
about  120  cents  per  bottle.  Benzoin. — Quite  neglected  :  fine 
qualities  are  wanting,  but  there  is  an  over- supply  of  medium 
and  common  kinds.  These  are  very  difficult  to  place.  Gum 
Damar  is  firm  for  all  varieties,  and  in  pretty  good  demand 
both  on  the  spot  and  for  arrival.  The  public  sales  of  Gum 
Copal  recently  held  at  Rotterdam  resulted  satisfactorily,  128 
tons  finding  buyers  at  good  prices.  Cassia  Fistula  is  some- 
what dull  of  sale ;  a  parcel  of  tons  has  just  been  offered 
for  public  sale  at  Amsterdam.  It  was  ah  sold  with  the 
exception  of  about  6  tons  of  common  quality,  but  the  prices 
were  rather  below  valuation.  Since  this  auction  further 
supplies  of  2,071  baskets  have  been  received ;  part  of  this, 
however,  had  already  been  sold  afloat.  Complaints  are  made 
that  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  the  arrivals  are  in  bad 
condition,  because  they  have  been  shipped  in  a  damp  state. 

The  American  Drug  Market. 
Our  New  York  correspondent,  writing  on  November  19^ 
states : — At  this  season  of  the  year  the  country  dealers- 
begin  to  make  their  appearance  in  New  York  in  large 
numbers  to  make  their  annual  selections  of  holiday  goods  -r 
this  nearly  always  results  in  a  decreased  activity  in  the- 
drug  and  chemical  markets.  The  lines  of  holiday  goods 
shown  by  the  large  New  York  houses  become  each  year 
more  and  more  elaborate,  and  this  is  worth  bearing  in  mind 
by  those  houses  on  your  side  who  make  a  speciality  of  this- 
class  of  goods.  There  have  been  but  few  chaDges  in  market 
prices  duriDg  the  week.  Acids:  Carbolic  is  very  firm  at. 
14c.  in  drums.  Chrysophanic  is  scarce  and  commands  $4.50. 
per  lb.  Balsam  Peru  is  scarce  and  firm  at  $2.50  per  lb. 
Beeswax  is  scarce  and  stocks  seem  to  be  concentrated,  first 
hands  demand  29c.  to  30c.  for  usual  grades.  Bismuth  sub- 
gallate :  for  several  years  one  house  here  has  tried  to  control 
the  sale  and  price  of  this  chemical  under  the  trade-marked 
name  of  "  Dermatol."  One  or  two  courageous  houses  reso- 
lutely opposed  these  pretensions,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
there  is  now  free  competision  in  the  product  when  sold  under 
its  chemical  name.  The  present  price  here  is  $1.95  per  lb. 
in  10- lb.  tins.  Borax:  the  prices  are  well  controlled  by  the 
producers  and  refiners ;  the  lowest  price  now  is  6c.  per  lb. 
for  the  refined  in  car  loads  of  about  30,000  lbs.  Curaqao1 
aloes  is  very  firm  at  3£c.  to  3fc.  Opium  is  a  shade  higher, 
and  holders  do  not  stem  to  be  over-aDxious  to  make  tales ; 
the  general  quotation  by  the  case  is  $1.80. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 


In  letters  for  publication  correspondents  are  requested  to  express  their  views 

as  concisely  as  possible, 
{Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry. 
The  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communications 

with,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Etherial  Oil. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  last  week  I  observe  a  query  regard- 
ing the  yield  of  etherial  oil  in  preparing  sp.  astheris  co.  B.P. 
You  say  in  answer  that  oil  of  wine  may  be  bought  cheaply 
and  in  any  quantity.  I  think  you  are  in  error  here.  It  will  be 
observed  that  Morson,  Tyrer,  and  Hopkin  &  Williams  do  not 
now  quote  this  article,  the  reason  being  that  the  commercial 
preparation  was  made  from  methylated  spirit,  and  owing  to 
the  Somerset  House  chemists  detecting  an  odour  of  some 
,methyl  compounds  in  the  oil  of  wine  so  made  they  have 
.objected  to  its  manufacture.  It  was  in  consequence  of  this 
scarcity  that  I  attempted  an  experimental  quantity,  following 
,the  B.P.  directions,  the  yield  from  2  pints  S.V.E.  was  as 
nearly  as  possible  160  minims.  If  it  is  possible  to  still 
obtain  it  cheaply  and  from  S.V.R.  you  might  indicate  in 
next  week's  issue  where  it  may  be  had. 

Yours  truly, 

George  Coull. 

17  Smith's  Place,  Leith  Walk,  Edinburgh. 


Tincture  of  Senna. 

Sir, — The  account  of  the  prosecutions  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  your  issue  of  November  9  seems  to 
me  to  be  of  more  interest  than  the  brief  report  which  you 
give,  owing  to  the  peculiar  defence — viz.,  that  "  the  tincture 
had  settled  down  and  only  required  shaking  to  raise  it  to  its 
proper  consistency  " — also  because  of  certain  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  amount  of  extractive  in  the  tincture.  I 
have  searched  through  the  literature  of  tinctures  for  about 
fifty  years  back  to  which  I  had  access,  and  find  them 
everywhere  described  as  more  or  less  strongly  alcoholic 
solutions  of  the  principles,  &c,  of  drugs.  Many  of  them  are 
described  as  depositing  more  or  lees  on  keeping,  amongst 
which  is  tincture  of  senna ;  but  nowhere  can  I  find  authority 
or  instructions  to  shake  up  the  deposit  before  using,  but 
that  deposit  in  many  instances  is  described  as  inert.  The 
B.P.  ordered  this  tincture  to  be  filtered,  thus  indicating  a 
clear  and  bright  preparation.  Mr.  Proctor  says  it  is  inert ; 
so  one  would  argue,  if  that  is  so,  the  deposit  also  is  inert. 
An  interesting  point  I  came  across,  and  which  I  cannot  find 
to  have  been  cleared  up,  was  the  following.  In  a  paper  read 
by  Mr.  Stoddart  at  the  B.P.  Conference  in  1872  he 
gives  the  results  obtained  by  preparing  tr.  sennas  in  three 
ways — viz  ,  maceration,  percolation,  and  the  two  combined — 
and  states  that  1  oz.  of  each  yielded  respectively  41478  to 
40-41,  and  40  65  gr.  of  dried  extract ;  while  Mr.  Wright,  in 
a  paper  read  at  the  Conference  of  1890,  gives  the  extract  as 
14  0  gr.  from  1  oz.  This  is  a  great  discrepancy,  and, 
although  Mr.  Wright  says  he  kept  samples  of  the  tinctures 
three  years  to  test  their  keeping  qaalities,  he  does  not  state 
that  his  experiments  were  conducted  upon  the  old  samples  ; 
but  I  gather  it  was  not  so,  therefore  the  age  of  the  sample 
would  not  account  for  the  difference.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  what  quantity  the  Birmingham  analyst  requires. 

Rockferry,  November  20.  H.  O.  Dutton. 

[In  one  of  the  cases  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dutton  the  tincture 
of  senna  was  reported  to  contain  only  half  the  solid  in- 
gredients required,  and  the  other  40  per  cent,  of  the  real 
amount.  We  do  not  know  what  the  analyst's  standard  was.  and 
presuming  it  to  be  anything  near  the  correct  thing — 9  7  per 
cent,  solids  dried  at  45°  to  50°  C,  or  6  3  per  cent,  dried  at 
120°  C. — we  cannot  imagine  that  the  tinctures  on  keeping 
would  deposit  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  dissolved  sub- 
stance—say, 5  per  cent.  Mr.  Wright  in  the  piper  referred  to 


specially  mentions  that  the  B  P.  quantity  of  senna  only  was 
taken,  the  rest  of  the  ingredients  being  omitted. — Ed. 
C.  %  B.I 


Self-preservation. 

Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  a  little  space  given  again  to  the 
question  of  self-preservation  in  the  C.  Sf  D.  We  have  now 
before  us  a  scheme  lately  started  by  a  firm  of  chemists  in 
the  East  of  London,  who  have  sent  a  copy  of  their  "  Anti- 
cutting  Recordj"  to  every  member  of  the  trade.  I  trust  the 
appeal  therein  made  will  meet  with  the  general  response  it 
deserves.  Then  there  is  the  address  by  Mr. S  Smith  to  the 
Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  your  own  leading 
article.  The  one  essential  condition  to  success  in  anything 
of  the  kind  is  practical  unanimity,  either  local  or  general,  as 
the  case  may  be.  I  am  profoundly  convinced  that  we  are  a 
long  way  from  that  now,  and  I  regret,  Sir,  that  you  have  not 
a  better  opinion  of  its  possibility.  A  tender  plant,  indeed, 
but  I  have  a  hope  that  by  careful  nursing  and  proper  treat- 
ment it  would  grow.  You,  Sir,  would  have  more  influence  in 
that  direction  than  most  of  us.  There  is  no  subject 
before  the  trade  at  the  present  time  of  equal  importance 
with  this.  Curricula,  examinations,  Pharmacopoeias,  aconite- 
researches  are  pertinent  enough  in  their  way,  but  to  the 
main  body  of  retail  chemists  this  is  a  question  of  existence 
or  extinction  in  the  not  very  distant  future. 

I  think  too  much  reliance  is  placed  in  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
Of  itself  it  can  do  very  little  for  us.  Safety  of  the  public 
is  the  keynote,  not  the  protection  of  a  privileged  class.  A 
vast  amount  of  ingenuity  is  required  to  show  that  public 
safety  is  not  assured  as  well  by  the  qualified  salesman  or 
dispenser  in  a  "  stores  limited  "  as  by  the  qualified  principal 
in  his  own  pharmacy.  The  Act  requires  special  training 
and  examination  before  a  candidate  can  be  registered.  What 
is  the  quid  pro  quol  First,  exclusive  right  to  the  title 
"  Chemist."  Not  much  in  that  nowadays,  I  fear.  The  title 
"Competition  Drug  Stores"  has  more  money  in  it  than 
"  Pharmaceutical  and  Dispensing  Chemist."  Second,  the 
right,  with  doctors,  to  sell  the  statutory  poisons.  As  for 
this,  I  do  not  think  an  ordinary  retail  chemist  can  pay  his 
rent  out  of  the  poisons  he  sells,  and  often  enough,  in  the 
event  of  a  mishap,  he  is  told  by  the  Coroner  he  should  have 
used  discretion  and  not  have  sold  the  stuff  at  all.  Clearly, 
then,  as  regards  the  problem  of  existence  the  Pharmacy  Act 
avails  us  very  little. 

What  Mr.  Smith's  theory  about  the  immorality  of  undue 
cutting  may  be  I  know  not.  If  there  is  any  point  of 
morality  in  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  moral  to  do 
what  you  can  and  immoral  not  to  do  it.  Others  with  fewer 
social  facilities  are  combining  for  self-protection,  and  if  we 
do  not  we  shall  inevitably  go  to  the  wall.  Individually,  we 
have  done  and  can  do  very  little ;  collectively,  we  could  do, 
I  believe,  all  that  is  required.  It  matters  not  to  the  com- 
munity what  becomes  of  us.  Their  requirements  will  be  met 
somehow.  It  behoves  us  to  be  selfish  enough  to  look  after 
our  own  interests.  Yours  truly, 

York  Buildings,  T.  C.  Richards. 

Clifton,  Bristol,  November  23. 


Stores  Prices. 

Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  November  16  that  a 
prominent  London  stores  is  advertising  for  a  qualified 
assistant  at  30s.  a  week,  dinner  and  tea  provided.  Presumably 
they  will  find  someone  foolish  enough  to  accept  this  princely 
offer,  but  if  this  is  not  playing  into  the  hands  of  company 
pharmacies,  I  should  like  to  know  what  is.  It  is  bad  enough 
to  have  to  compete  with  company-pharmacy  at  all,  but  when 
assistants  can  be  found  to  work  for  them  at  a  salary  which 
I  should  imagine  any  private  chemist  would  be  ashamed  to 
offer,  one  feels  inclined  to  give  up  pharmacy  and  try  some- 
thing fresh,  where  skill  and  education  meet  with  a  more 
commensurate  reward — 'bus- conducting,  for  instance.  It 
seems  that  salaries  are  decreasing  in  inverse  proportion  to 
the  severity  of  the  Minor  examination. 

Granted  that  hours  are  shorter  and  Sunday  and  Bank-  ■ 
holiday  duty  unknown,  yet  chemists  should  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  without  qualified  assistants  company-pharmacies 
could  not  exist,  and  they  should  be  made  to  pay  accordingly. 
|  It  only  requires  union  amongst  qualified  men,  and  these 


806 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


November  30,  1895 


same  companies  could  be  made  a  most  remunerative  employ- 
ment. I  am,  yours  obediently, 
Nottingham,  November  18.  Disgusted.  (202/4.) 


Boycotting. 

giB,  Judging  by  your  editorial  comments  in  last  week's 

journal,  you  do  not  seem  to  agree  with  Mr.  Smith's  ideas  so 
ably  set  forth  in  his  address  to  Birmingham  chemists  ;  nor 
•do  you  think,  eren  if  practicable,  that  they  would  be 
effective. 

Nearly  all  suggested  reforms  have  been  met  in  the  same 
way,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  better  scheme  I  certainly 
■think  some  such  plan  is  well  worth  trying.  If  we  go  on 
waiting  wearily  year  after  year,  we  shall  certainly  find  the 
evil  more  difficult  to  eradicate  the  longer  we  wait.  I  have 
been  for  years  looking  forward  to  some  such  suggestion  as 
"this  as  the  only  way  of  putting  a  stop  to  excessive  cutting, 
not  only  in  our  own  business  but  also  in  others.  It  is  a 
.subject  by  no  means  confined  to  cur  business  with  its 
necessary  qualification  ;  at  the  same  time  it  has  a  distinct 
bearing  upon  the  drug-trade  as  the  chief  offenders  are  the 
non-qualified  members  or  limited  companies,  as  if  these 
had  not  come  into  existence  cutting  would  never  have 
had  the  impetus  given  to  it — in  fact,  the  ball  would  not 
have  moved  so  merrily  along  as  it  has,  and  might  even  have 
.stopped  rolling.  Whether  a  thoroughly  workable  system  of 
boycotting  would  succeed  in  raising  prices  all  round  or  not 
I  cannot  say — it  remains  to  be  tried ;  but  I  think  it  a  weapon 
well  worth  using.  It  would  at  least  inflict  some  punishment 
on  those  houses  who  are  trying  their  best  to  ruin  the 
qualified  chemist  by  supplying  limited  companies  with  drugs 
and  other  commodities,  and  who  make  little  secret  of  it. 
With  your  permission  I  should  like  to  test  the  feeling  of  the 
Liverpool  chemists  on  this  matter  by  asking  them  one  plain 
question,  and  would  take  it  as  a  personal  favour  if  eatsh 
registered  chemist  in  business  in  Liverpool  will  send  me  a 
reply  on  a  pastcard.  The  question  is — "  Are  you  prepared 
to  withdraw  your  custom  from  any  wholesale  house  which 
.supplies  unqualified  limited  companies  ? "  There  are  several 
of  these  in  this  city,  and  they  are  well  known,  I  think.  This 
would  be  a  fair  test.  If  I  cannot  get  more  than  half  the 
local  chemists  in  my  favour,  I  promise  you  I  will  drop  the 
notion  I  at  present  entertain  that  any  good  can  be  secured 
to  our  trade  by  boycotting. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 
41  Prescot  Street,  Walteb  A.  Grace. 

Liverpool,  November  26. 


Omum  Carpoor. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent,  "  M.  V.  S  ,"  probably  means 
Omum  Carpoor  (not  carpoon),  a  remedy  much  used  in  India 
for  cholera,  diarrhoea,  cramp  in  stomach,  &c.  It  is  put  up  in 
►bottles  at  Is.  l$d.,  and  larger,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the 
London  patent-medicine  houses.  The  name  blown  in  the 
bottle  is  F.  H.  Bowden,  Madras  and  London.  I  do  not  know 
its  composition,  but  a  gentleman  who  resided  some  years  in 
Madras  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  its  value  as  a  remedial 
agent,  and  told  me  that  in  that  part  of  the  world  it  is  as 
popular  as  chlorodyne.  Yours  faithfully, 

Wm.  L.  Fleeming. 

Wolverhampton,  November  23. 


Mr.  John  Bassett,  162  Green  Lane3,  N.,  writes  to  the  same 
effect. 


Primula  Oboonica. 

Sib,  —I  was  pleased  to  read  your  remarks  of  last  week  on 
the  Primula  obconica.  I  may  say  that  three  years  ago  I 
-gre  w  some  from  seed,  and  in  potting  the  seedlings  had  the 
irritation  and  rash  as  described.  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
at  the  time  that  it  was  caused  by  the  minute  hairs  under 
the  leaf,  as  the  plants  were  not  in  bloom.  The  irritation  was 
«o  great  that  I  threw  all  the  p'ants  away,  and  have  not 
-attempted  to  raise  any  since.  W.  Paine. 

Westbury-on-Trym,  Nov.  19. 


Vipors  as  Medicine. 

Sib, — Comment  is  made  in  your  columns  on  the  recent 
research  of  Messrs.  Phisalix  and  Bertrand,  and  their  affirma- 
tion that  the  blood  of  venomous  reptiles  is  the  true  antidote 
for  their  poison.  Feeling  assured  that  I  had  read  something 
of  the  kind  before,  I  turned  up  my  volume  of  "  A  Mechanical 
Account  of  Poisons,"  by  Richard  Mead,  M.D  ,  published  in 
1702,  and  in  his  first  essay  found  the  following  passage  : — 

"  But  our  viper-catchers  have  a  remedy  far  beyond  all 
these,  in  which  they  do  place  so  great  confidence  as  to  be  no 
moreaf  raid  of  a  bite  than  of  a  common  puncture,  immediately 
curing  themselves  by  the  application  of  their  specifick.  This,  tho' 
they  keep  as  a  great  secret,  I  have,  however,  upon  strict  inquiry, 
found  out  to  be  no  other  than  the  Axungia  Yiperena  presently 
rubbed  into  the  wound.  And  to  convince  myself  of  its  good 
effects,  I  enraged  a  viper  to  bite  a  young  dog  in  the  nose ; 
both  the  teeth  were  struck  deep  in.  He  howled  bitterly,  and 
the  part  began  to  swell.  I  diligently  applied  some  of  the 
Axungia  I  had  ready  at  hand,  and  he  was  very  well  the  next 
day.  But  because  some  gentlemen  who  saw  this  experiment 
were  apt  to  impute  the  cure  rather  to  the  dog's  spittle  (he 
licking  the  wound)  than  to  the  virtue  of  the  fat,  we  made 
him  to  be  bit  again,  in  the  tongue,  forbearing  the  use  of  our 
remedy,  and  he  died  within  four  or  five  hours.  At  another 
time  I  made  the  like  trial  with  the  same  success.  As  this 
Axungia  consists  of  clammy  and  viscid  parts,  which  are 
withal  more  penetrating  and  active  than  most  oily  sub- 
stances, so  these  without  all  doubt  do  involve,  and  as  it 
were  sheath  the  volatile  salts  of  the  venomous  liquor,  and 
thus  prevent  their  shooting  out  into  those  crystalline  spicula 
which  we  have  observed  to  be  the  ma'n  instruments  of  that 
deadly  mischief  which  attends  the  bite." 

A  cousin  of  mine  was,  when  a  little  girl,  bitten  in  the  foot 
by  a  viper  near  Caermarthen.  The  bite  was  very  painful, 
and,  though  promptly  treated,  the  healiDg  was  a  process  of 
some  weeks'  duration.  Yours  truly, 

Redcliff  Street,  Bristol.  Algernon  Warben. 

[The  axungia  vipercna  referred  to  is  not  the  blood  of 
vipers,  but  what  is  known  as  adder-fat  or  adder-oil.  This 
remedy  is  still  in  use  in  England.  Brusher  Wells,  the  New 
Forest  adder-catcher,  whose  portrait  figures  as  a  frontispiece 
in  a  recently  published  book  on  the  "  New  Forest,"  does  a 
good  business  in  adder's  fat,  which  he  sells  at  Is.  an  ounce. 
Wells  catches  many  hundreds  of  adders  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  he  can  sell  all  the  fat  he  can  get.  It  is  used  for 
rheumatism,  sprains,  &c,  and  especially  for  rubbing  the  legs 
of  cows  and  ponies  bitten  in  the  forest  by  adders.  The  fat 
is  said  to  be  the  only  cure  for  the  poisoning  which  ensues. 
It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  original  basis  of 
uoguentum  calamine  was  adder's  fat.  Adder-oil  is  quite 
different  from  adder's  fat — so,  at  all  events,  we  were  recently 
informed  by  an  old  verderer  in  the  New  Forest.  His  story 
was  that  the  oil  is  only  obtained  from  the  adders  during  the 
month  of  March,  when  they  are  plump  and  fat.  After  they 
are  killed,  the  adders  are  pricked  along  the  abdomen  with  a 
fork,  and  a  drachm  or  two  of  oil  exudes.  This  is  collected, 
and  in  bulk  is  of  a  pale  amber  colour,  limpid  and  sparkling. 
It  has  great  penetrating-power,  we  were  told,  and  if  a  drop 
of  it  is  put  on  a  deal  table  it  sinks  right  through  the  wood 
without  spreading.  Our  informant  claimed  that  this  is  the 
true  adder's  oil,  and  the  only  thing  that  can  be  relied  upon 
as  an  antidote  for  adder-bites.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is 
an  antidote,  so  is  the  fat,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to 
have  a  chemical  examination  of  the  substances,  for  modern 
knowledge  may  be  able  to  throw  light  upon  any  peculiarity 
in  its  composition. — Ed.  C.  $  D  ] 


The  Examination  of  Potable  Waters. 

Sir. — It  was  not  my  intention  to  criticise  the  whole  of 
Mr.  Parry's  paper  read  before  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  on  October  26, 1893,  but  as  he  says  my  note  on  the 
estimation  of  chlorine  is  useless  and  misleading,  a  reply  is 
necessary.  I  must  say  that  Mr.  Parry  has  collected  much 
valuable  information,  it  is  well  put  together  and  very  handy 
for  reference,  but  contains  no  analytical  data  of  his  own  to 
prove  various  statements  he  makes — in  fact,  it  is  all  scissors 
and  paste,  and  even  in  his  letter  (G  4'  Page  710)  he  give3 
us  a  table  of  Mr.  Young's  experiments  to  prove  my  in- 
capacity. 
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I  do  not  deny  that  silver  chromate  is  soluble  in  water,  but 
the  colour  of  the  resulting  solution  is  very  different  to  the 
weak  solution  of  potassium  chromate  used  as  an  indicator, 
and  I  mentioned  that  this  difference  of  colour,  and  hence  the 
end-reaction,  can  be  easily  observed  without  concentration. 
From  my  own  experience,  I  could  add  to  the  three  isolated 
experiments  given  in  my  note  if  necessary,  and  shall  from 
time  to  time  examine  waters  in  the  way  I  indicated,  with  the 
view  to  discover  one  giviDg  a  difference  of  33  per  cent,  between 
the  two  methods.  John  C.  Fell. 

23  Leadenhall  Street,  E  C. 


Messrs.  Robinson's  Fire. 

Sib, — We  are  very  much  astonished  to  see  your  report  of 
the  fire  that  occurred  at  our  mill  on  Wednesday,  November 
20,  especially  after  we  had  taken  the  trouble  to  wire  you  to 
the  effect  that  it  had  done  us  no  material  damage. 

The  fire  occurred  in  our  antiseptic  department,  in  the  top 
storey,  which  is  used  as  a  drying- stove.  The  roof  was  burnt 
off,  but  to  assure  you  of  the  slight  amount  of  damage  that  it 
did,  we  may  say  that  we  employ  over  750  people,  and  not  a 
single  one  lost  an  houi's  work. 

We  fear  your  notice  has  done  us  considerable  damage,  and 
we  must  request  you  to  give  a  very  prominent  denial  of  your 
report  in  this  week's  issue.  Yours  truly, 

Robinson  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

November  27.  W.  B.  Kobinson,  Jun.,  Director. 

[A.  reDort  of  the  fire  very  similar  to  that  published  by  us, 
appeared  in  the  Sheffield  papers.  We  are  glad  to  hear  the 
account  was  exaggerated,  though  we  are,  of  course,  sorry  that 
we  should  have  published  an  erroneous  statement. — Ed. 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  miy  be  sent  to  thl 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Strychnine  Mixtures. 

Sib, — Does  not  "  Junior's  "  difficulty  consist  in  the  possi- 
bility of  chloroform  separating  and  settling  to  the  bottom  of 
the  bottle,  charged  with  the  alkaloid  which  it  has  taken  up 
from  the  alkaline  solution  ?  A  "  shake  the  bottle  "  label  would 
meet  the  difficulty.  Kappa.  (205/47.) 

[Perhaps  "  Kappa"  will  try  the  mixture  and  see  if  he  gets 
a  separation  of  chloroform.    We  cannot. — Ed.  C.  Sf  -D.] 


203/59.  Mutheos  —The  red  powder  formed  in  the  mixture 
containing  bismuth  salicylate  and  potassium  iodide  is  bismuth 
oxyiodide.    You  cannot  prevent  its  formation. 


202/61.  Tinct.  Card.  Co.— (I)  A  slight  cloudiness  is 
formed  in  aqueous  mixtures  containing  tr.  card.  co.  No 
doubt  the  person  who  first  supplied  the  mixture  had  filtered 
it.  (2)  You  can  sterilise  solutions  of  alkaloids  by  boiling 
them,  but  this  would  be  detrimental  to  solutions  of  atropine 
and  cocaine.  What  you  mean,  we  expect,  is  how  to  make 
sterilised  solutions  This  is  done  by  using  recently  boiled 
distilled  water  for  the  solutions,  and  employing  vessels  which 
have  been  sterilised  by  keeping  in  a  hot  oven  for  half  an 
hour  or  so. 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediateinformalion  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  Pharmacy 
and  Poison  Lam  of  the  United  Kingdom"  Alpe's  "  Band) -book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty,"  and  The  Ohbmists'  and  Druggists'  Diabt. 


188/29.  Lex — The  execators  are  the  proper  persons  to 
iui  for  debts  due  to  an  ebtats  wraith  they  adnrnijter.    Is  is 


they  (not  the  widow,  as  widow)  who  should  carry  on  the 
business  of  a  deceased  chemist. 


203/29.  C.  W. — We  do  not  think  your  label  would  render 
the  lotion  liable  to  medicine- stamp  duty  ;  but  why  not  get 
an  authoritative  statement  by  submitting  it  to  Somerset 
House  1 


203/28.  Succus. — Having  passed  the  "  First  examination  ' 
you  are  registered  as  an  apprentice  or  student.  It  is  nob 
necessary  for  you  to  become  a  "student  of  the  Society" 
— that  is,  you  are  not  required  to  subscribe  to  the  Society. 


206/41.  M.  P.  S — It  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  give 
you  an  opinion  on  the  various  points  raised  by  you  in  con- 
nection with  the  purchase  of  the  business  for  which  you  are 
negotiating,  without  knowing  all  the  circumstances  very 
exactly.  Our  advice  to  you  is  that  you  should  consult  an 
experienced  chemists'  valuer,  and  get  him  to  act  for  you. 
all  through  if  he  thinks  the  business  is  worth  buying  at 
the  sum  askel.  A  number  of  quite  competent  valuers  ad- 
vertise in  the  Supplement  to  this  journal. 


206/58.  William  — If  you  sell  medicines  liable  to  medi- 
cine-duty in  this  country  for  export  to  South  Africa,  they 
must  be  stamped.  But  you  can  consign  them  to  an  agent 
in  South  Africa,  and  in  that  case  they  need  not  be  stamped. 


205/73.  Querist. — You  do  not  seem  to  have  studied  the 
Act  closely  enough.  Section  16  exempts  "  the  business  of 
wholesale  dealers  in  supplying  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
wholesale  dealings"  from  all  the  preceding  sections.  So 
that  an  unqualified  person  may  be  a  wholesale  druggist  or 
assistant  to  one.  Section  17  provides  that  the  provisions 
solely  applicable  to  poisons  in  Part  1  of  the  schedule  are  not- 
required  in  the  case  of  wholesale  transactions  The  County 
Court  Judge's  decision  in  the  case  of  Ruppert  v  Nives,  re- 
ported in  the  C.  §  B  ,  January  13, 1894,  somewhat  supports 
your  view  that  the  only  wholesale  transactions  contemplated' 
by  the  Act  are  those  to  qualified  chemists ;  but  we  do  not 
believe  that  was  a  sound  interpretation  of  the  section. 


207/4.  Apprentice. — You  should  make  yourself  better1 
acquainted  wir.h  facts  before  you  set  out  on  your  mission  as 
a  reformer.  You  may  now  sell  "  such  paltry  drags  as  lau- 
danum, paregoric,  &c,"  "  provided  there  is  a  competent  person 
to  look  over  yon  "  at  the  time,  so  that  an  amended  Act  in  this 
direction  is  not  called  for. 


205/51.  Ti/ictura  asks  if  a  chemist  holding  a  wine- 
licence  is  allowed  t>  opm  hi  *  licensed  premises  at  any  and' 
all  times  on  Sundays  to  serve  the  public.  Presuming  a  man 
did  not  live  on  the  licensed  premises,  would  it  not  be  n 
breach  of  the  Excise  laws  for  him  to  open  his  premises  for 
six  or  seven  hours  on  a  Sunday?  [Before  a  chemist  can 
obtain  an  Excise  licence  to  sell  wine  by  retail  he  must 
obtain  the  justices'  licence,  which,  we  believe,  is  not  granted 
unless  he  applies  to  them  to  insert  in  his  licence  a  condition 
that  he  shall  keep  the  premises  in  respect  of  which  the 
licence  is  granted  closed  during  the  whole  of  Sunday.  The 
Excise  licence  is  granted  in  the  terms  of  the  justices' licence. 
If  a  chemist  holding  a  six- day  licence  sells  wine  on  the 
Sunday  he  is  deemed  to  be  selling  without  a  licence  (35  and 
36  Vic,  cap.  94,  sec  49).  The  bind  fide  chemist's  business 
need  not  be  suspended  on  Sunday.  The  case  in  which  the 
wines  are  kept  must  be  shut  up  and  locked.  If  a  chemist 
can  get  a  seven-day  licence  for  the  sale  of  wine  his  shop  is- 
subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as  to  hours  of  closiDg,  &c,  as 
other  licensed  houses,  as  far  as  the  sale  of  the  wine  is  con- 
cerned ] 


258/6.  Ajax — Alum  in  ba'iiDg-pow der,  s<e  the  report  of 
the  appeal  case  '  James  v.  Jones,"  C.  D.,  January  27, 
1291.    Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  held  that  baking-powder  was 
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not  a  food  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  ;  but  the  seller 
of  the  article  of  food  in  which  it  was  combined,  he  suggested, 
would  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  the  Act. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numbers  containing  formula,  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
HT.B.—  We  destroy  anonymous  letters.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


185/72.  Alpha.— Salol  Dentifrice.— The  following  for- 
mula is  based  upon  an  analysis  of  odol :  — 

Salol      ..    :  „  ..  3iii8s. 


Saccharin       . ,  . .  gr.  x 

■Water  .-..    -  ..,  j(p.  Jss. 

Oil  of  peppermint    Jj. 

Oil  of  anise      . .      . ,    V\y. 

Oil  of  fennel    ..       .,    Tt[y. 

Oil  of  cloves   tqij. 

Oil  of  cinnamon   mj. 

Rectified  spirit  to    Jvj. 

Mix. ' 


For  a  tooth-powder  use  cretEe  praacip.  3-xij.  in  place  of 
spirit. 


175/2.    Photo. — (1)  Lotion  for    Swollen   Glands  or 


Ooitre : — 

Zinci  sulph.        ..       ..       .   3j. 

Tr.  lavand.  co,   Jj. 

Aq.  ad     Jij. 

M.  et  s. 


The  peculiarity  of  this  lotion  is,  according  to  our  corre- 
spondent, that  when  applied  to  the  neck  it  seems  to  act  as 
a  counter-irritant  and  bring  out  an  eruption,  so  reducing 
the  swelling.  This  it  does  in  a  few  days,  and  it  has  effected 
cures  "  after  doctors  have  been  beaten  by  painting  with 
tincture  of  iodine."  This  is  interesting.  The  lotion  may  be 
increased  in  strength  gradually.  As  a,  rule,  counter-irrita- 
tion is  bad  for  swollen  glands,  for  which  the  best  thing  is 
■complete  rest  of  the  parts,  which  is  effected  either  by 
strapping  or  a  plaster-of- Paris  collar.  The  strapping  should 
'be  made  of  strong  linen-plaster  (Seabury's),  eight  or  ten 
pieces  of  which  should  be  put  on  the  part,  each  piece  slightly 
overlapping  the  other.  The  strapping  should  be  renewed 
every  two  or  three  days.  (2)  Turpeth  Mineral.— The 
■emetic  dose  for  greyhounds  would  be  gr.  ij.  to  gr  iv.,  but 
doses  of  59s.  to  5j.  kill  dogs,  and  the  remedy  is  extremely 
unsafe.  (3)  We  cannot  undertake  to  teach  Latin  through 
these  columns. 


194/25.  P.  C. — Dry  Batteries  consist  of  a  zinc  cylinder 
the  interior  of  which  is  coated  to  a  depth  of  J  inch  with  a 
mixture  of  plaster  of  Paris  25  parts,  sal  ammoniac  10  parts, 
and  water  20  parts.  Between  this  and  the  carbon  is  packed 
a  mixture  consisting  of — 

Parts. 


Powdered  carbon  .1  ..  75 

Black  oxide  of  manganese   10 

Zinc  sulphate   5 

Sal  ammoniac  ..       .....  ..15 

Glycerine   2 


Water  sufficient  to  make  a  paste. 


194/46.  Zingid.—We  suppose  it  did  not  strike  you  when 
you  asked  your  questions  that  they  cover  subjects  which 
are  trade  secrets.  Our  idea  in  regard  to  making  charcoal 
blocks  for  filters  is  that  the  animal-charcoal  is  mixed  with 
a  proportion  of  clay,  and  the  mixture  formed  into  a  block 
by  hydraulic  pressure,  and  the  block  then  baked  at  a 
much  lower  temperature  than  usual.  The  process  of  making 
kieselguhr  into  cylinders  is  a  strict  secret. 


194/71.    Borax.— See  the  C.  $  D.  Diary,  1894..  page  379. 


195/2.  B. — Kuddock's  small  manual  of  homoeopathy  is  a 
great  favourite,  and  we  think  your  customer  will  be  satisfied 
with  it. 


194/72.  Seaside. — For  Chilblains  sulphurous  acid  is  un- 
doubtedly excellent.    The  following  is  a  prescription  which 


we  have  used  : — 

Acid,  sulphuros.    3j. 

Glycerini       ..  „  Jss. 

Aq.  ad  ..'    ..       ..  Siij. 

M. 


To  be  applied  at  bed-time  on  lint,  and  covered  with  G.P.  tissue. 


195/59.  Primrose. — There  are  several  chemicals  which 
you  may  use  instead  of  spirit  for  preserving  the  solution 
of  citric  acid  in  a  vegetable  infusion — eg.,  salicjlic  acid, 
chloroform,  and  formalin.  The  first  is,  perhaps,  the  best  for 
your  purpose,  and  it  should  be  used  in  the  proportion  of 
10  gr.  to  the  pint,  which  will  suffice  to  preserve  the  solution 
in  ordinary  vessels  for  twenty  days.  The  plan  which  you 
should  follow  is  to  bring  the  solution  to  the  boiling-point, 
and  keep  it  at  that  for  three  minutes,  then  add  the 
salicylic  acid,  and  transfer  to  bottles  or  jars  which  have 
been  scalded  (or  sterilised)  with  boiling  water.  It  is  too 
frequently  forgotten  that  the  destruction  of  such  microbes 
as  may  be  in  a  solution  is  necessary  before  adding  a  preser- 
vative, for  the  function  of  the-  latter  is  to  prevent  the 
microbes  finding  a  foothold  in  the  solution. 


194/55.  Shin  sends  us  a  label  of  which  the  following  is 
an  extract : — 


The  infallible  Cure  for  Chaps, 
Roughness  and  Redness  of  the  Skin 
caused  by  Hot  Sun,  Sea  Bathing, 
Cold  Winds,  Frost,  'Hard  Water,  dec. 


DIRECTIONS. 

Rub  a  little  on  the  parts  affected,  at 
bed-time.   If  the  Lips  are  Chapped, 
apply  twice  or  three  times  a  day. 


What  is  wanted  is  a  recipe  to  suit  the  label.  This  is  what 
we  should  give  : — 

Acid,  boric.    ..  ...    1  ..  Jj. 

Spt.  rosae  (1-40)      ».   Jj. 

Glycerini       .  '     ..      ..  Jx. 

Liq.  cocci    Jss. 

Aq.  ad   ..  2x1. 

M. 

Add  J  oz.  fullers'  earth.  Shake  occasionally,  and  in  two  days  filter.. 


196/20.  W.  J.  T. — Why  not  use  B.P.  boric-acid  ointment 
as  the  general  healing  ointment  ?  If  it  is  too  hard  for  your 
purpose  you  may  reduce  the  proportion  of  hard  paraffin. 


175/31.  W.  E.— Compound  Metol  Developer,  C.  $  D., 
Jane  22,  1895,  page  869. —Solution  A  appears  to  be  too  loaded 
with  salts  ;  it  would  be  better  to  use  15  oz.  of  water  instead 
of  10  oz.,  as  ordered,  making  solution  B  with  5  oz.  only. 
Amend  the  directions  accordingly. 


199/14.  Phenol. — Forms  which  Applicants  for  L.D.S. 
require  to  fill  up  before  they  are  examined  are  obtainable 
from  the  Secretary,  Boyal  College  of  Surgeons,  Victoria 
Embankment,  W.C. 


186/3.  B.  O.  W. — Irish  Government  Compounders  of 
Medicines. — The  rule  under  which  persons  are  appointed  to 
these  positions  is  that  the  applicants  "  shall  have  obtained 
the  licence  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin,  or  from  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  London,  or  a  certificate  of  com- 
petency from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society."  The  latter  part 
of  the  rule  may  be  interpreted  to  include  the  Minor  certifi- 
cate of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain ;  but 
we  do  hot  think  it  means  that. 
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199/68.  B.  A.  E. — It  is  not  necessary  that  you  should 
be  qualified  as  a  chemist  before  you  can  be  engaged  in  the 
laboratory  of  a  wholesale  drug-house ;  but  probably,  other 
things  being  equal,  preference  would  be  given  to  a  qualified 
man.  Your  wisest  course,  we  should  think,  seeing  that  you 
have  served  an  apprenticeship,  will  be  to  continue  in  the 
retail  until  you  have  passed  your  Minor,  and  then  look  out 
for  an  opening  in  the  wholesale  if  you  still  think  you  would 
do  better  there. 


175/52.  Unguent. — Your  sample  of  Pomade  seems  to 
consist  of  a  mixture  of  vaseline  and  yellow  wax,  with  a 
little  resorcin.  We  fail  to  detect  the  presence  of  either  an 
iodide  or  cadmium. 


182/51.  Jean.  —  We  fail  to  trace  the  reference  to  a 
Winter's  Friend  which  you  think  was  published  some  time 


since.    This  may  suit  you  : — 

Liq.  potassa?   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  Jj. 

Jockey  club   3iij. 

Glycerini    3vj. 

Aquas  ad    3vi. 

M. 


187/57.  Sulphonal. — Powder  for  Children  when  Re- 
laxed : — 

Compound  aromatic  powder  of  chalk  ..  gr.  v. 
Salicylate  of  soda   „  j. 


185/29.    W.  H.  J. —  Liq  Copaibas  Solublis  :  — 


Oz. 

Oil  of  copaiba   I 

Balsam  of  copaiba    4 

Or  resiu  of  copaiba    2J 

Freshly  slaked  lime   H 

Water  to   30 

Carbonate  of  soda    2 

Rectified  spirit  . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  2 


Rub  up  the  oil  and  balsam,  or  the  resiu,  with  the  lime  and  20  oz.  of 
water,  then  transfer  to  a  glass  flask  and  boil  gently  for  twenty  minutes  ; 
then  dissolve  the  soda  in  remainder  of  the  water,  and  add  to  first  solution. 
When  cold,  stand  for  a  week,  with  occasional  shaking  ;  then  add  the  spirit 
in  which  a  few  drops  of  pimento  or  cinnamon  oil  may  be  dissolved  ;  shake 
well  and  filter  through  wetted  filter-paper. 


199/28.  Phosphate. — Uranium  Nitrate.— You  will  find 
particulars  in  Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry." 
The  nitrate  may  be  made  by  dissolving  uranyl  (U02)in  nitiic 
acid,  evaporating  to  dryness,  and  recrystallising  from  ether. 


195/58.  Sight  — We  fancy  you  will  find  the  use  of  Lie- 
breich's  ophthalmoscope  described  in  any  book  on  diseases  of 
the  eye.    It  is  used  by  ophthalmologists,  not  by  opticians. 


194/72.  Seaside. — Are  you  sure  you  boiled  the  cochineal 
long  enough  with  the  carbonate  of  potash,  then  with  the 
cream  of  tartar  and  alum  ?  Half  an  hour  in  the  first  stage, 
and  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  second,  is  the  time  we  have 
generally  boiled  in  order  to  get  a  permanent  cake.  Try 
again. 


185/42.  S.  A.  F.  (Jamaica)  —The  Crystalline  Substance 
formed  in  Ol.  Amygdal  Essent.  Exot.  is  dne  to  age  and 
oxidation,  and  consists  mostly  of  benzoic  acid  and  benzi- 
mide,  present  more  or  less  in  every  sample  of  the  oil.  Under 
certain  circumstances  the  benzimide  is  thrown  out  more 
readily.  The  crystallisation  is  completely  prevented  by 
adding  one  drachm  of  rectified  spirit  to  each  ounce  of  the 
oil. 


198/24.  Liability.— Salicylate  of  Sodium  is  largely  pre- 
scribed in  powder-form  for  rheumatism,  and  the  physio- 
logically pure  salt  is  the  best.  The  dose  to  begin  with  is 
10  gr. 


185/8.  Camphor.— To  Cure  Skins  stretch  them  when 
fresh,  after  all  superfluous  fat  has  been  removed,  upon  a 
board,  and  apply  daily  a  strong  solution  of  alum  and  chloride 
of  ammonia  for  a  week  or  so,  then  smooth  with  pumice- 
stone.  If  not  sufficiently  pliable,  they  may  be  placed  in  a 
bran-bath  for  some  hours  and  again  stretched  to  dry.  For 
greasy  skins,  especially  small  ones,  after  removing  as  much 
fat  as  possible,  stretch  and  rub  with  arsenical-soap — a 
mixture  of  soft  soap,  arsenic,  quicklime,  and  camphor. 


155/19  O.  F.  I). — (1)  Husk  mixture. — Tincture  of  asafce- 
tida,  balsam  of  copaiba,  of  each  1  oz. ;  turpentine,  2  oz. ;  in- 
fusion of  garlic  to  8  oz.  To  be  made  into  an  emulsion  with 
gum  arabic.  Dose,  from  2  to  4  tablespoonfuls  as  required. 
Inhalations  of  creosote,  carbolic  acid,  sanitas,  &c  ,  are  useful. 
For  instructions  as  to  their  use,  &c,  see  "  Veterinary  Counter- 
practice."    (2)  Asthma  in  Canaries  : — 

Tincture  of  cayenne     ..       ..       ..       . .  ?j. 

Spirit  of  chloroform   3ij. 

Ammonia  citrate  of  iron        ..       ..       ..  "j. 

Fennel  water  to    3vj. 

A  few  drops  to  be  put  on  a  lump  of  sugar  in  the  cage  daily. 


172/67.  Canary  — You  do  not  appear  to  properly  appre- 
ciate our  purpose  in  undertaking  analyses  for  subscribers. 
It  is  entirely  with  the  view  of  eliciting  information  which 
may  be  useful  to  subscribers  generally.  Of  course  this  object 
is  not  favoured  by  sending  us  articles  described  so  vaguely 
as  "the  contents  of  this  box,"  and  we  do  not  propose  to 
examine  your  sample  until  you  tell  us  all  that  you  know 
about  it.    Flease  use  the  same  no/n  de plume  again. 


196/11.  Neuralgia  asks  us  if  the  addition  of  caffeine  to  the 
following  Neuralgic  Powders  would  be  an  advantage  : — 

Antipyrin.       ..    gr.  v. 

Quininai  sulph   gr.  iij. 

M.   Ft.  pulv. 

"  One  powder  to  be  taken  every  four  hours  during  the  attack." 

Caffeine  is  decidedly  a  better  addition  to  antipyrin  than 
quinine,  as  caffeine  counteracts  the  depressing  effect  which 
antipyrin  has  upon  the  heart.  Quinine  is  useless  in  this 
respect,  atd  it  is  a  pity  to  give  quinine  when  it  is  not  wanted. 
We  should  alter  the  formula  to  read  :— 

Antipyrirj.  ..       ..  ..    gr.  v. 

Caffein.  ..       ..       ..       ..       .,       ..    gr.  ij. 

Fiat  pulv. 


191/29.  J.  C. — (1)  Bkelton's  Pulmonary  Lozenges. — 
The  following  is  the  formula  given  in  Skelton's  "  Practice 
of  Medicine,"  but  the  product  is  not  the  same  as  the  pro- 
prietary lozenge : — 


Sugar  (fine  white)   1  lb. 

Tincture  of  tolu  1  oz. 

Antispasmodic  tincture         . .       . .       . .       A  oz. 

Oil  of  peppermint    20  <lrops 

Gum  arabic    sufficient 


Form  the  whole  into  a  mass,  cut  out,  and  prepare  in  the  form  of 
lozenges. 

(2)  Salicylic  acid  is  regarded  as  the  best  Preservative  for 
Unfermented  Wines.  Use  5iss.  dissolved  in  3  oz.  of 
glycerine  for  each  gallon  of  wine.  (3)  All  that  we  can  say 
regarding  the  preparation  is  that  it  contains  morphine.  We 
do  not  recall  any  recent  analysis  of  it. 


190/22.  Ouse— You  can  only  prevent  the  crystallisation  of 
anethol  (corjtained  in  the  ol.  anisi)  from  the  soothing-syrup 
during  cold  weather  by  using  more  spirit  in  the  essence. 
The  solubility  of  oil  of  anise  in  water  is  less  than  1  in  500, 
and  of  anethol  even  less.  You  have  1  of  the  oil  in  440  of 
syrup,  which  is  but  slightly  better  as  a  solvent  than  water.  Of 
course,  the  small  proportion  of  spirit  in  the  essence  helps, 
but  you  need  at  least  ^  dr.  to  each  ounce  of  the  finished 
product.  We  cannot  from  experience  answer  jour  next 
question  :  "  What  is  it  that  is  mixed  with  ol.  anisi,  by  some 
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chemists,  to  keep  it  liquid  in  cold  weather  ?  Is  it  ol.  atnygd. 
dulc.  ?  "  Our  plan  was  to  keep  it  in  the  warmest  place  of 
the  pharmacy.  Perhaps  some  subscriber  may  be  able  to  tell 
you. 


198/46     Opoponax. — See  reply  to  "  Canary." 


197/61.  Assistant. — The  Herbal  Emetic  powder  appears 
to  be  a  mixture  of  composition-powder  with  powdered 
ipecacuanha.  It  is,  however,  somewhat  difficult  to  recognise 
with  certainty  the  constituents  of  vegetable  powders. 


202/ L.  Chemicus — (1)  Curd  producer — This  is  essence 
of  rennet,  a  formula  for  which  you  will  find  in  the  C  Sf  D. 
DlAKY  1894,  pige  362.  (2)  Your  Bachet-powder  is 
powdered  orris  to  which  a  little  essence  of  wood  violet  has 
been  added. 


201/42.  Ovis  — Your  Cake-colour  appears  to  be  an  arti- 
ficial yellow  dye — say,  1  part  of  canary  yellow  with  5  parts 
of  sugar  and  1  part  of  water.    Mix  together,  dry  and  crush. 


200/ LI.  Toothache  — The  Neuralgic  Powders  are  a  good 
old-fashioned  cure  which  was  doing  good  for  a  generation 
b9f'ore  antipyrin,  &c,  were  heard  of.    The  formula  is — 

Quin.  sulph.     ..  gr,  v. 

Ferri  ox.  magnet.       . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  xv. 

M.  et  div.  in  pulv.  iij. 
"A  powder  every  two  hours." 


197/72.  Eczema  — The  Eczema  ointment  which  you 
send  is  so  rancid  that  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  it  to  be  a 
cure.  A  similar  preparation  may  bs  made  according  to  the 
following  prescription  :  — 

Plumbi  carb.    . .       . .       . .       . .       ...  3SS> 

Hydrarg.  amni.  chlor. . .       . .       . .       . .    gr.  v. 

Sulph.  viy  gr.  v. 

Adipis   . .       ...  3vij- 

M. 


199/44.  Muggins  sends  us  a  sample  of  a  Dental  Local 
Anaesthetic  "used  by  dentists,  who  put  a  few  drops  on 
absorbent  cotton  and  apply  the  same  to  an  '  acher '  befoi  e 
extraction."    We  find  this  to  be  substantially  as  follows : — 


Camphor.    gr.  x. 

01.  citronelke  ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  Tn_iv. 

iEther  '   5j. 

Chloroform,  ad   1\. 

M, 


196/37.  Sulpho/ud. — (1)  Children's  Hair-lotion  Powder. 
— A  sample  sent  by  this  correspondent  is  of  a  greyish-brown 
colour,  completely  soluble  in  water,  and  the  solution  has  a 
faint  aromatic  odour  not  unlike  aloes.  It  consists  chiefly  of 
borax  with,  we  think,  dry  extract  of  quassia  and  extract  of 
quillaia,  each  in  the  proportion  of  about  5;j.  to  the  pound  of 
borax.  If  the  dry  extracts  are  not  obtainable  use  inf. 
quassia;  cone.  gj.  and  ext.  quilla'as  liq.  §ss.  with  borax  gij. 
Evaporate  to  dryness,  powder,  and  mix  with  borax  gxiv. 
Half  an  ounce  of  this  should  be  sufficient  for  a  2d.  packet, 


and  to  be  dissolved  in  a  quart  of  water.  (2)  The  Powder 
for  Tender  Feet  is — 

Acid,  boric  Ij. 

Crete  gallic.   3j. 

Pulv.  ealaminse  3j. 

M. 


193/7.  Nux  Vomica. — (1)  The  Polishing-paste  is  a 
mixture  of  siliceous  earth  (8),  oleic  acid  (1),  and  lard  (8). 
The  figures  are  approximately  the  quantities  required.  (2) 
Sanitary  Disinfecting  fluid — We  presume  that  the  article 
you  want  is  one  made  by  treating  coal-tar  oils  with  10-per- 
cent, solution  of  soda  ash  in  excess.  You  must  make  a  few 
experiments  to  hit  the  article  that  you  desire. 


193/4.  Cortex. — There  is  no  ext.  cannabis  indicas  in  the 
sample  of  chlorodyne  which  you  send,  but  it  contains  tr. 
capsici  and  ol.  menth.  pip.  We  cannot  detect  any  other 
flavouring  ingredient — indeed,  the  sample  closely  resembles 
the  product  made  according  to  the  B.P.  formula,  but  with 
the  addition  of  tr.  capsici  51  j.  and  ol.  menth.  pip.  rn.viij.  to 
jviij.  There  is  also  more  ^treacle  in  your  chlorodyne — 
say,  about  jiij.  in  gviij. 


191/51.  Zealandia. — Your  Varnish  is  a  pure-spirit  one> 
and  excellent.    Try  the  following  formula  : — 

Shellac       .7;  '       .  ' '.'{  ,  .    ..  Jiv., 

Black  pitch    2j. 

Rectified  spirit  to . .       ..  ..       ..       ..  Oj. 

Dissolve  and  filter  (or  strain  through  glass-wool  and  sand)  to  separate 
the  sheUac-f  at. 


187/39.  L.  P. — The  solution  given  on  page  601  of  C.$  D., 
April  27,  for  backing  plates  will  serve  equally  well  for 
making  a  Temporary  Kuby  Glass.  You  may  use  resin 
instead  of  soap,  but'it  would  be  much  better  for  you  to  use 
real  ruby  glass,  which  is  red  all  through,  and,  therefore, 
safe,  than  a  thin  skin  of  red.    The  latter  cannot  be  safe. 


187/22.  F.  B  — It  was  scarcely  necessary  for  you  to  ask 
about  egg-preservation,  seeing  that  the  subject  was  dealt  with 
in  our  issue  of  October  26,  page  644. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscriber!,  postcard  replies  to  tht 
following : — 

205/22.  Maker  of  seccotine,  a  china  cement  in  collapsible 
tubes. 

211/95.    Makers  of  Naldire's  dog  soap  and  powders. 


IRert  WeeJu 


Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  communicating  to  us  from  week  to  week 
notices  for  this  section. 


Monday,  December  2 
Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  Section),  Chemical 
Society's  Booms,  Burlington  House,  at  8  P.M.  (1)  "  Al- 
kali-maDufacture  by  the  Hargreaves-bird  System  of 
Electrolysis,"  by  Mr.  J.  Hargreaves,  F.C.S. ;  (2)  "The 
Analysis  of  Chrome-iron  Ore,  Ferrichrome,  and  Chrome 
Steel,"  by  Dr.  S.  Rideal  and  Mr.  S.  Rosenblum. 

Wednesday,  December  4. 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Miss  Anna  Lea-Merritt  and  Professor  Roberts- Austen  on 
"  Mural  Painting  with  the  Aid  of  Metallic  Oxides  and 
Soluble  Silicates." 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy.  Musical  and 
social  evening,  Mr.  J.  R.  Gwatkin  presiding. 

Thursday,  December  5. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m.  Papers  to 
be  read  :  "  The  Constitution  of  Terpenes,"  by  Professor 
Armstrong,  F.R  S. ;  "  New  Derivatives  from  a-dibromo 
Camphor,"  by  Dr.  M.  O.  Forster ;  "  The  Chemistry  of 
Dibromopropyl  Thiocarbimide  and  the  Action  of  Bromine 
and  Iodine  on  Allylthiourea,"  by  Professor  A.  E  Dixon. 
Ballot  for  the  election  of  Fellows. 

Linnean  Society,  Burlington  House,  at  8  p.m. 

Chemists'1  Assistants'  Association,  103  Great  Russell  Street, 
W.C.,  at  9  P.M.  Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps  on  "Some  B.P. 
Infusions  and  their  Concentrated  Preparations." 

Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society,  University 
College,  Brownlow  Hill,  at  8.30  p.m.  Papers  :  "  Oint- 
ments," by  Mr.  R  H.  Mitchell ;  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society:  Is  it  Worthy  of  our  Support?"  by  Mr.  E. 
Williams. 


